
MNA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, March 16, 2017 
7:00 PM 
Wil Mar Neighborhood Center 
953 Jenifer St., Madison, WI 53703 
 

  

Board members in attendance: Lynn Lee, Renee Lauber, Amanda White, John Coleman, Michael 

Doyle Olson, Dayna Long, Anita Krasno, Katherine Davey, Jack Kear 

1. MPD Report 

• Dennis O’Brien – responsible for potentially hundreds of break-ins around the city, 

commits thefts to support his drug habit. High rate of recidivism. He is out of jail 

currently, so if we experience a rash of break-ins in our area we should let the police 

know because it’s very likely him. Lives at 310 E. Mifflin.  Is not receiving drug treatment 

since he was not arrested on drug charges.  

• There was a false alarm call about shots fired on Willy Street earlier this week. Five 

police officers showed up, guns drawn apparently.  

2. P&D Updates 

• Report from John in Gary’s absence  

• Most recent meeting focused on Cameron Hasting’s presentation for a beverage 

incubator on North Court (1401). It’s across the street from Badger Welding. There were 

questions about closing, business plan, etc. The next step we advocate is a 

neighborhood meeting, which we suggest Cameron should coordinate with Marsha. The 

project is a production facility with a tasting room (36-45 seats), which will have modest 

hours. It will be a small scale distillery. He is still fleshing out his plans for sub-tenants 

who will produce their own products. Yes, he would like a patio, though it’s not a high 

priority or even a likelihood at this point. If there was a patio, it would be between the 

railroad track and the building. 

• Committee has started uploading plans to a Google drive, which anyone can read. There 

are folders for new projects.  

• Banzo meeting: about 25 people attended, the biggest concern from the meeting 

regarding noise. Their plan for outdoor seating will go to the Plan Commission on April 

3rd. This will be before the board for a vote in March. They’re suggesting a closing time 

of 9:30 for the outdoor seating in order to assuage neighbor concerns. This will be in 

their application to the plan commission. They are also discussing additional screening 

for the outdoor seating area. We also have questions about lighting, which it doesn’t 

seem that they’ve thought about yet. Related issue: they need a conditional use permit 

to serve alcohol and we have questions about whether or not this will set a precedent 

for businesses looking to get around the zoning.  

3. Festivals 

• Waterfront and Orton just about booked.  

• All the roles on the committee are filled after their meeting, the brunch is going to take 

place.  

• Some improvements we’re excited to make – food and wine vendors. Renee contacted 

the current vendor and found that the prices really won’t be changing. The festival 



committee is going to look at either letting local supplies bid it out or getting wine from 

Star Liquor or maybe even Underground. Should be a cost saving boon, though this a 

debate about local producers v. local distributors.  

• For Waterfront, Wil-Mar will not be doing brats or burgers. There will still be pizza. 

Festivals has decided that all our vendors will be local going forward, which will exclude 

one vendor. We will find a replacement.  

• Brunch will be done by Johnny Hunter this year.  

• Insurance – we believe it is covered through Wil-Mar but Lynn will follow-up with Gary 

to find out more.  

4. Treasurer’s Report 

• We purchased additional insurance  

• Renee is still fine-tuning all of the reports 

• Not too many checks in and out, except our donation to Commonwealth Development.  

• We have a debit card now.  

5. Neighborhood Enhancement  

• Next meeting Michael will spend 15 minutes teaching us all how to use Slack. PERFECT. 

• Cold Snap – Michael has postered everywhere, Lynn is taking posters,  

o Amanda will own organizing the Chilly Disco, the children’s portion of the Cold 

Snap party.  

o We are getting a ½ keg of Spotted Cow donated by Star Liquor, and Alaskan 

Brewery is also donating a ½ keg.  

o Jack has 250 glows sticks  

• Self Defense – a second class will take place on Sunday, March 12th at Be Bright Dance 

Studio. Amanda will send an invite to our listserv before we make the sign-up public on 

Facebook this time around. Michael will manage the wait list. 

• Grants – NE will hammer out the details to get the application process going at their 

next meeting.  

6. Street Tree Committee 

• Anyone who wants information about Street Trees should talk to Leslie Schroeder.  

7. Traffic – no updates 

8. Art – no updates 

• In the past, we were asked to contribute $850 to a four-week workshop where kids 

work on an art project that will eventually be installed along the Yahara. This was 

around 2015. At the time, it was in the Art Committee’s budget and so we agreed. Now 

they are asking for the check! Renee will cut the check.  

9. Green Space – The city has acquired the Sands parcel at the Baldwin/East Wilson Corner. It’s a 

good moment for us to insert ourselves in what’s going to happen with Central Park. Jack has 

drafted a letter asking that the city reactivate the task force that was put together to bring 

Central Park to its current state so that Central Park can reach its full potential and realize some 

of the goals about edible landscaping, community gardening, etc.  

• The board thinks that it will be a bit of a struggle to keep some of this space for 

purposes other than parking.  

• Jack moves that: MNA will send a letter to city departments endorsing the 

reactivation of the Central Park design & implementation task force. 



o Amanda seconds 

o 7 ayes, 1 abstention 

• We approve last month’s minutes with the one amendment that Renee made.  

o Lynn moves 

o Jack seconds.   

o All in favor.  

10. Justice, new ED of Commonwealth Development, here to introduce himself and say thank you 

for donation.  

• Discussion about collaboration on affordable housing issues, especially when it comes to 

developers who want to build new units in the neighborhood.  

11. Update from Amanda - Madison Central Project – one of five projects being considered in the 

downtown Madison College site. Would be a live/work art and science community center. Half 

of it would be affordable housing. The other half of it would be a consortium of non-profits who 

need rehearsal space, art space, and affordable office space. New Wisconsin Science Museum 

would be on the first floor. There’s a public meeting on Monday, March 6th. Hoping that lots of 

artists and folks who would be interested in this project would come. The other potential 

projects would be hotels, other high-income type developments, so they really need the support 

of the community. Also, The Big Share is March 7th 

Board follow-up tasks 

Renee will cut a check for this art project by kids that will be shown along the Yahara. 

Lynn will ask Gary if we can get a copy of the insurance statement that we theoretically have to 

have in order to obtain permits  

Michael will schedule the next NE meeting 

Jack will let Amanda know when she should announce the next self-defense class 

Jack will put letter on letterheard  

 

Renee moves to adjourn, Amanda seconds. EVERYONE AGREES TO LEAVE. 


