
MNA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

January 19, 2017 

 

In attendance: Board members - Lynn Lee, Jack Kear, Amanda White, Colleen Hayes, Dayna Long, Anita 

Krasno, Renee Lauber, Kathryn Davies, John Coleman, Mary Ann McBride; Neighbors, etc. - Mike S., 

Officer Wege, Officer Chaney Austin – new commanding officer 

 

1. MPD Report – Asked a crime analyst to look at calls for service for our neighborhood group.  

• Mentioning the assault on the bike path, which took place in 2016.  No indication that a 

pattern is emerging, possibly due to the cold weather. Police have increased their 

patrols of the area since that attack. Involves driving (car on the path) down the path.  

• Notable amount of package thefts over the holidays. Police advise: Have your packages 

delivered to work or have a friend/neighbor pick them up if you know a package is 

coming.  

• Police caught a car-theft individual. Good! 

• A series of kick-door burglaries around the holidays in our neighborhood, but they 

caught the individual. These are separate from a rock-through-the-window burglary that 

also took place in our neighborhood – two on Riverside.  

• Maybe MPD can boost bike path patrols when it gets warmer. It’s difficult in their gear 

so for now, squad car patrols.  

• Patrols on the bike path aren’t designated for a particular time, but patrol officers and 

the community policing team are encouraged to check out the bike path during bar 

hours – patrol works until 3 am. John, Jack emphasize the need for patrols in the middle 

of the night.  Regardless of what officers have planned, emergency calls will draw 

officers. Lots of incidents in the “entertainment” district.  

• Is it true that our patrols are being allocated to the downtown area because it’s so busy? 

Yes.  

• Officer Andre Lewis will still be our point person going forward but we may see Officer 

Austin from time to time.  

2. P&D Updates 

• Did not have any projects on the most recent agenda 

• Discussed zoning in the 1400, 1500 block of Williamson street with regard to Banzo’s 

application to serve liquor. Zoning does not currently support alcohol without a 

conditional use permit. Putting off Banzo’s request for conditional use permit, outdoor 

seating request until next month when the owner’s can attend. Banzo is supposed to 

have a public meeting with neighbors about this, working through Marsha.  

• Plan Commission approves conditional use permits almost all the time. P&D is more 

interested in enforcement of the current zoning rather than granting conditional use 

permits often.  

• Talked about the East Washington developments that will be built by American Family 

and Gebhardt. Seems that the Gebhardt project is attempting to expand the number of 

stories involved in the property based on open space at the American Family property – 

the city attorney has been asked about the situation.  



• Fuego’s went to the Plan Commission, asking for the seating expansion which would 

have required a reduction in the required parking. Plan Commission said no to the 

reduction and so the restaurant must stick to seating for 120 and the single outdoor 

seating area as approved by the ALRC.   

o Do we know why the restaurant went from 120 – 170? No, we’re not sure why.  

o Based on this experience, we think our efforts are best served getting on the 

same page with our alder rather than trying to convince an entire committee 

against the opinion of our alder. In the future, we will be very specific in finding 

out how our alder feels about issues we’re voting on.  

o Based on this experience, we think that after we vote on an issue at a board 

meeting, we should immediately contact the city staff who is working on the 

issue so they’re clear about how we feel right away.  

• A question about the status of the Marling property development: we’re not sure – 

rumor is that it will break ground in the spring.  

• Lindsey Lee has offered to post documents related to projects online almost 

immediately. We just need to be able to link to them from our google drive.   

3. Treasurer’s Report 

• We have decided on a $40,000 budget for music for Waterfront Festival, with $20k 

going towards our booking consultant. Continuing to work on the details of these 

agreements, including how costs beyond the budget will be covered. There is already a 

lineup. 

• We move to support a verbal agreement with Bob Queen that is similar to last year’s 

verbal agreement. 

o Renee moves, seconded by Amanda. All in favor. 

• We pay $810 a year for board and officer’s insurance – this has been the case for years. 

However, we looked into adding a general liability policy in order to hold an event on 

the ice. This would cost $685 a year, but it would exclude our festivals and the 

dandelion dash. We would need an additional special event policy costing $250 per 

special event for events like the dandelion dash.  

o We should get bids on our insurance while we’re looking at these additional 

policies.  

o Amanda notes that if someone leaves the park where the event is happening, 

the insurance doesn’t cover it. Additionally, when she looked into the special 

event insurance last year, she found that it didn’t cover very much and didn’t 

seem worth it (for example, trips and falls).  

o Anita will talk to her neighbor who works in insurance to see if we can get a bid 

to compare to our bid from Neckerman. Kathryn will find out who the Wil Mar 

Center is insured with and we’ll look into that group, too.  

o We will take an e-vote on whether or not we want general liability insurance 

once we have at least three quotes to look at.  

4. Green Spaces 

• Doing some editorial work on their grant applications. Nothing dramatic to add. They 

will pitch grant applications in about a month. 

5. Art Committee 



• Nothing really to report.  

• City is holding a meeting at the end of the month about what to envision for Madison 

Parks. Jack will be attending to pitch that they include more funding for public art in 

their budget.  

6. Neighborhood Enhancement 

• This has been merged with communications and membership – a reminder.  

• How do we feel about political conversations on our Facebook page and listserv 

• We are opposed to this. Lynn has been contacting people privately. Maybe we need to 

start posting publicly. 

o When something occurs, we can send the guidelines out to the entire listserv 

rather than dealing with this privately.  

• Would we like to open our Facebook page to a Facebook group? Neighborhood 

Enhancement decided that they would like to give it a month trial. We are going to table 

this conversation until Michael can be included, since it has proved to be controversial.  

o We think something in between completely closed and completely open. 

• Chimera Self Defense Classes – we would like to do a second class, pulling $100 from 

Neighborhood Enhancement’s Special Needs grant. We’d like to do it in the next 30 

days, depending on whether we can get insurance. We would also like to put together a 

wait list.  

o Amanda would like to announce the additional training in the e-update before 

we put it on Facebook this time to make sure that a different audience can sign 

up.  

• Cabin Fever Dance at the Wil Mar center replacing chili dinner (3/4) 

o There will be buckets for fundraising to try and raise money anyway 

o Amanda will find some language to explain in the e-update that this is a 

replacement for the chili dinner.  

o Everyone should say that they are going and also invite their friends. 

• Neighborhood Enhancement grants 

o We are going to announce the grant in February with a march deadline to apply 

for funding. We are happy with the criteria for the grant and will forge ahead.  

• Bike path problem  

o Colleen invited Heather Stouter, the new city planner, to come to our next 

meeting to talk about this issue with us.  

o Is this Neighborhood Enhancement or is it Traffic? Traffic was assigned this task 

so we will take it up again at our next meeting.  

o Neighborhood Enhancement would like to hear solutions from the city, 

encourage them to be more active in finding a problem.  

• Event on the ice – Cold Snap.  

7. Festivals 

• Kathryn Davies is taking over Festivals and Fundraising.  

• Kathryn has already taken over the “Book of Orton” and streamlined it.  

• Talking about jazz brunch, considering reverting to what it was prior to Jesse taking it 

on, which was just neighbors bringing pastries to the park for enjoyment.  



o Maybe a restaurant would spearhead the Jazz Brunch since Taste of Willy Street 

is not happening this year. 

o Colleen will talk to Johnny Hunter with Underground to see if he would be 

interested. Cameron Hastings might also be helpful. 

• Orton generally: 

o Ralph is still on for doing beer. Renee would like to discuss the wine contract. 

o This year we will have walkie talkies at Orton.  

8. Traffic 

• Did not meet, will reschedule a meeting 

Colleen moves to adjourn, Mary Ann McBride. ADJOURNED.  

 

 

 


