
MNA Board of Directors meeting 
 

In attendance: Lynn Lee, John Coleman, Michael Doyle Olson, Dayna Long, Renee Lauber, Katherine 

Davies, Anita, Gary 

Non-members: Alder Marsha Rummel, Lindsey Lee, Chris Warren, Mike S., Linda 

1. Welcome and Introductions (7:00-7:05) 
2. Presidents Report (7:05-7:10) 

PASS. 
 

 A question was raised about the parking lot at Wil-Mar. Sounds like a re-vamp will be included in 
their capital plan with the intention to preserve the parking lot playground, etc. ($1.5 million 
capital campaign).  
 

   3.  MPD Report - Officer Andre Lewis(7:10-7:25) 
     NOT PRESENT 
 
4.  Treasurer Report  (7:25-7:30) 

1.  Update 
 

 Renee has been going through materials shared with her by Cheema. Together, they decided to 
stop using an accounting for the day-to-day stuff, which seemed an unnecessary expense. 
Instead, we are now using QuickBooks with the help of a QuickBooks expert. We’re going to do a 
better job of saving data in QuickBooks to save time in the future. 

 A lot of donations and memberships have been received since the October mailing. 

 Has already had one good fundraising meeting with Bob Queen, who raises money for our 
festivals. Discussed letting MNA serve more beer so that we can keep more of the tips.   
 

5. Traffic (7:30-7:35)    
1.  Update 
 

 Meeting will be taking place on Monday, December 19th at 6:30 pm. There will be a discussion of 
bike path safety. Marsha suggests inviting the police and traffic engineering.  

     
6. Preservation and Development (7:35-7:50) 
             1. The MNA Board supports the Dane County Day Resource Center proposed at 615 E. 
Washington Ave. under the management of the Catholic Charities. The Board further asks the City to 
provide appropriate and timely bus service and a bus shelter near the Center.  The MNA Board will 
send the Mayor and Common Council a letter to that effect.  
 

1. The MNA Board supports the Dane County Day Resource Center proposed at 615 E. 
Washington Ave. under the management of the Catholic Charities. The Board further supports 
the City’s efforts to provide appropriate and timely bus service and a bus shelter near the 
Center.  The MNA Board will send the Mayor and Common Council a letter to that effect.  
JOHN MOVES, RENEE SECONDS – all in favor  

 



 Lindsay Lee spoke to the tradition of support for homeless services in the Marquette 
Neighborhood – this is a longtime neighborhood value. 

 There are some questions from businesses about how security will work at the day center – 
should there be a police officer with arresting privileges on site.   

 The “timely bus service” element of this proposal involves spending more money on making 
Route 6 run more often than thirty minutes, which is often the case.  

 There are concerns about how people might get from this day Center to the Salvation Army 
shelter across the street (there isn’t a legal crosswalk at Blair and so there are concerns 
about illegal and dangerous street crossing at this spot). 
 
 
 

2. "Although the Board supports the proposed restaurant at 902/906 Williamson St., The board 
supported the restaurant at 902/906 Williamson Street with a seating capacity of 120. The 
MNA Board moves to oppose any additional waiver of parking requirements beyond 18 stall 
reduction that has already been administratively granted for 902/906 Williamson St. because 
of parking shortages in the adjacent commercial and residential areas The Board further 
moves to send a letter to the City Plan Commission to this effect.  
Mary Ann Seconds, no further discussion – passes unanimously, no abstentions.  

 

 Renee asks for clarification – has the city already waived some of the parking requirements? 
The answer is yes – a reduction of 18 stalls. They are asking for a further reduction still.  

 The restaurant as presented most recently is not what was presented to either P&D or 
MNA. Also, Linda does agree that we shouldn’t tie our decision to the Warren’s problem 
with parking access. But she also doesn’t think that supporting the denial of the parking 
waiver will actually stop Fuegos from going into the restaurant.  

 We already responded to this property in a letter on September 19th – we looked at a similar 
plan but not this plan that’s before us now. So to clarify, it can’t be said that we’ve already 
supported this. We didn’t – it was different when we voted on it. Since then, more seating 
and a second patio have been added.  

 We weren’t aware of the changes to the plan until Nov. 11th?  

 Some of us would like to reject this restaurant on the basis that is has grown exponentially 
since it was first presented to the board, including adding a second patio when outdoor 
seating is very controversial in this neighborhood.  

 The project has been approved before the ALRC, but still has to go to the Plan Commission. 
Is there a building permit for the work that they’re doing? Seems like they would need the 
parking waiver first.  

 Do we want to add a condition that our approval applies only to this owner but not to future 
owners of the restaurant space? Yes. We should do this with every restaurant.  

 WE HAVE VETTED THE PARKING ISSUE AND ARE IN AGREEMENT.  

 Marsha supported a 120-capacity restaurant and getting the administrative reduction, but 
does not support their move to go to the plan commission to get the additional parking 
waiver.  

 
Our support for outdoor seating has not changed since we originally approved the  plan for the 
restaurant at 902/09 Williamson St in a letter on September 19th. We support a single patio on the 
east side with seating for 12, which will close an hour before the restaurant.  



Renee moves, MDO seconds, Passes unanimously.   
   
7.  Neighborhood Enhancement (7:50-8:10) 
        1.  Motion for MNA to fund up to $500 for Chimera self-defense classes for interested neighbors. 

o Where will the money come from? There are $5,000 in Special Needs grants  
o Maybe three is the magic number of classes to try in order the vary the dates, times to 

suit folks’ availabilities.  
o If it’s successful, we can ask for donations. 
o Renee suggests taking the money out of Miscellaneous.  
o Mary Ann suggests holding the classes in the spring, too, when people are out on the 

street more often.   
 

 Motion for MNA to fund up to $500 for Chimera self-defense classes for interested neighbors. 
We will start with three classes and depending on their popularity, add two more. This 
funding will come from the Misc. portion of the budget.  

 RENEE MOVES, John SECONDS -  No further discussion. All in favor, no abstentions.  
 
 

3. Chili Dinner update, Slack communications, and neighborhood listening sessions 

 We’re having discussions about whether to retire the Chili Dinner, which is not a 
spectacular fundraising event, with poor turnout last year.  

 Notable: Taste of Williamson Street will not be continuing in 2017, which does eliminate 
some of the competition between the two.  

 John notes that maybe if we think about it in terms of its community building potential 
rather than its fundraising potential, we could reconsider.  

 There will be more discussion about the event at the NE meeting on Monday, December 
19th.  

 Some suggestions about making it more of a musical event rather than a food event, 
which is what it was in the past when it took place at The Crystal Corner and the bowling 
alley before that.  

4. Event on the ice 

 Maybe this will be a replacement for the chili dinner?   

 Coffee, pastries, a food cart, people out on the ice! Lots of fun.  
5. Slack Communications as a replacement for board emails  

 MDO suggests that the email conversations we are having are difficult to follow. 
Perhaps the board can embrace Slack, which integrates nicely with doodle polls and 
curates our conversations by channel.  

 MDO will set it up and invite all of us so we can give it a shot. There is an introductory 
video that all of us can watch.  

 We have agreed to give this a try.  
6. Neighborhood Listening sessions 

 How can we make the neighborhood association board more accessible, esp. to younger 
folks, renters, more transient individuals? Once or twice monthly public listening 
sessions at places like coffee shops, Crystal Corner bar,  

 We have agreed that this should happen with more discussion to take place at the 
upcoming NE meeting.  

 



8.  Art, Festival and Fundraising,  Green Spaces,Marquette Needs Assessment Working Group, Tree, 
Communication 
   
9.   Approval of minutes November minutes. TABLED. 
 
10.  Alder Marsha Rummel Report (8:25-8:45) 
Monday’s plan commission meeting approved the day center, cosmos, and spark. Cosmos still has to go 
back to Urban Design Commission.  
134 S. Fair Oak Street was a proposal for an affordable housing project. Has been awarded to Stone 
House Development. With the new presidential administration, it is unclear that the tax credit programs 
will continue. DJT’s desire to lower the corporate tax rate will make these less interesting to investors.  It 
will be harder to run our city. 
Mayor Soglin will continue talking to other Mayors about what we can do. 
Sanctuary City – we are currently “Sanctuary light” which means that our police will not go out of their 
way to check documents on civilians who are pulled over, interacting with the police in a mundane way. 
If they find out someone is undocumented, they cannot overlook it. Marsha believes that there is a lot 
of risk involved in being a full sanctuary city.  
Portable sign ordinance: the little triangle signs outside of businesses are illegal. Surprise! But Marsha is 
finally moving forward with this.  
The Strand Associates led a well-attended meeting about the Blair/John Nolen/Willy intersection 
project. Was a very positive meeting. 
Marling folks will start construction in March.  
Running for office again.  
12.  Review of board Assigned Tasks 

o Dayna will send out minutes for November and December.  
o Dayna will draft the letter to the city about the Day Resource Center  
o John will write the letter about Fuegos 
o Jack will follow up on the self-defense classes  
o Michael will start the Slack trial  
o Michael will initiate listening sessions  

13.  Adjourn 
 WE’RE ADJOURNED, RENEE MOVED, JOHN SECONDED.  
  


