
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
March 17, 2016
Minutes authored by Amanda White

Board members in attendance:
Cheema, John Coleman, Colleen Hayes, Jesse Pycha-Holst, Jack Kear, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Dayna 
Long, Gary Tipler, Anne Walker, Amanda White

Absent: Alex Nilvio Punguil Bravo,  Anne Walker

Police Report:
Officer Andre Lewis Is our new neighborhood police officer. He explained there were 200 calls for 
service from our neighborhood. Most were very minor issues. Officer Lewis asked for suggestions on 
what we want to hear about. Lynn suggested that we'd like to hear about bike path safety, drug-
related issues, robberies at businesses, and other major concerns. Dayna asked to understand the 
nature of sexual assaults, such as were they by a random person or someone the attacker knew.

Possible drug issue on 1100 block of Williamson Street. Officer Lewis will keep us informed.

President's Report:
The Values Committee met to discuss how to improve the impact and implementation of the Peat-
Piper Scholarship Award.  The Values Committee made the following recommendations to modify the 
scholarship program:

• Change the name to the Marquette Neighborhood Scholarship 
• Provide two $2,000 scholarships ($1,000 each year for 2 years)
• Work with East High School counselors to identify recipients and create a more formal process 

for using the award directly for tuition.

John suggested we increase the amount in the scholarship for the 2017 budget because even the 
increased $2,000 doesn't go far, given the cost of tuition.

(Anne Walker arrived)

Cheema moved we approve the recommendations. Renee 2nd. All approved.

Treasurer:
MNA currently has $110,000 in the checking account. We have paid off Urban Assets. February was a 
slow month for bookkeeping transactions. Cheema may be leaving for Africa for the next two months 
and will work with Renee to ensure bill payments are made in her absence.

Preservation & Development:
Marling Lumber development at 1801 E. Washington
There was no vote on this at the last P&D meeting. Angie Black, an attorney with Whyte Hirschboeck 
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Dudek representing the developer, attended the MNA meeting. She explained she was surprised by 
MNA's stance on the development. She addressed several issues stating that the setbacks are in 
compliance with city ordinance, she's been told Madison Parks isn't interested in park land in this 
area, the developer is not providing affordable housing – but they are also not seeking TIFF or other 
subsidies from the city.

Anne explained that she is surprised Parks has no interest. When she spoke with Janet Schmidt from 
Madison Parks, Janet did express interest. Anne would like to see more storm water diverting from 
Yahara included in the project. 

P&D drafted a letter to the City that outlined concerns about the Marling project.

Amanda asked Angie Black why no affordable housing is included. Angie explained that there are 
many different types of developers. This one is a national developer that never does tax credits for 
affordable housing.

Amanda says she sees both sides of the issue. We need the apartments, but affordable housing is a 
crisis. However, it shouldn't be the neighborhood putting stress on developers it should be the city.

Lynn stated that he agrees with Amanda. We need the apartments. This is a good location for it. This 
developer is a national developer and this isn't their model. They aren't using TIFF. 

Jesse moved to not support the Marling project because of the total lack of affordable housing and 
too little set-back. Everyone but Amanda approved. Amanda abstained.

722 Williamson development
Jesse moved to support the project. John 2nd.
John would like to love this project, but he's concerned about the lack of setback from the back path. 
John wants to see place-making by the bike path to increase path use and, ultimately, safety along the 
bike path.

Jesse explained that Lance McGrath (the developer) is open to bike path place-making. 

Jack explained that he agrees with John and Jesse. The Green Spaces Committee has talked about 
ways to improve the bike path. There must be something more engaging to increase safety.

This project has passed through the City Landmarks committee. It will go before the Urban Design 
Committee April 6, Plan Commission April 18, and Common Council May 3. 

John recommended a friendly amendment to the motion. MNA supports the project at 722 
Williamson Street, as long as there is an additional entrance other than the parking garage to access 
the back of the building and the bike path, encouraging placemaking. 

Jesse accepted the friendly amendment. All approved except Gary who voted opposed and Anne who 
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abstained. 

1339 Dewey Ct.
P&D voted unanimously in favor of demolition of the existing garage at 1339-1343 Dewey Ct.

Jesse moved approval. Cheema 2nd. All approved.

Changes to P&D structure
Jesse moved to appoint the nominated slate of candidates for the new standing committee members 
(Ross Wuennenberg, Nick Schroeder, Linda Lehnertz, John Coleman, and alternates Darcy Bean and 
Pilar Gomez-Ibanez). Gary 2nd. 

Under this new structure, all residents of neighborhood will continue to have the right to vote at P&D 
meetings. Committee members have the same voting power. A quorum of 3 of 5 members committee 
must be present for meetings to be held.

All approved.

Affordable Housing paper

Tenney Lapham voted unanimously to approve. Lynn said this was excellent work. 

Jesse moved to accept the draft Affordable Housing paper, action and next steps as stated, and to 
endorse the adhoc committee to complete the actions and remaining next steps and draft an 
affordable housing policy to present to the city. Cheema 2nd. All approved.

John asked for an update on the status of the Marquette Hotel. Jesse explained that plans are going to
P&D in April and will come to the MNA Board at our April meeting.

That BBQ Joint neighbor concerns
Since this restaurant opened, surrounding neighbors have come to MNA with concerns that the 24/7 
smoker is adversely affecting their health and quality of life.

Nick and Leslie Schroeder, neighbors of the restaurant, have talked to the owner. Lynn spoke to the 
owner as well. There was a meeting among neighbors, MNA, and the owners to explore a resolution. 
The owners say they are in compliance with noise and air quality standards so they have stated they 
will not do anything to address the neighbors complaints.

Jesse stated that he doesn't appreciate the attitude of the owners.

Leslie is asking MNA to request for separation of liquor license from ALRC (Alcohol License Review 
Committee). 10% of the restaurant's income is from alcohol sales. A formal separation will not allow 
automatic annual renewal. Leslie explained that this tactic is known and reliable leverage to work with
the business. ALRC has weighed in on another BBQ place on Monroe Street. Leslie simply wants to 
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have a conversation with ALRC and this is the avenue to take. It's clear the owners aren't going to 
work with neighbors unless  the City compels them. The separation request has to be turned in by 
April 1. 

Jesse moves MNA formally requests separation of liquor license for That BBQ Joint to address quality 
of life concerns for surrounding neighbors. Gary 2nd. All approved.

Renee moves to request Marsha to set up meeting with the Mayor to discuss legislation on outdoor 
smokers in densely populated neighborhoods.
Jesse 2nd. All approved.

Green Spaces:
Jack explained that Green Spaces has received to requests for funding:

• The Willy Park organization has requested that MNA cover the cost of tree care ($3,335) from 
the improvement grant. Values, Green Spaces, and Street Trees discuss grant process and how 
money will be allocated. 

• A Yahara Place Park neighbor organization requested $1,624.70 to treat ash trees along the 
parkway.

These requests are similar to a request from the MNA Street Tree Committee to allocate $3,000 to 
cover the cost of a one-time treatment for 10-12 ash trees in the Jenifer Street reconstruction zone. 

Some members of the MNA Board are concerned that there is no clear strategy or process on how 
MNA will address and/or fund ash tree treatment. 

Lynn is concerned that we are giving special preference to Jenifer Street. What about other neighbors 
on Rutledge, Spaight, etc. What if they request funds to save their trees? What process does MNA 
have to fairly distribute funds for overall ash tree treatment in our neighborhood?

Renee asked if we are funding one-time treatment will be asked to cover future treatments every 2-3 
years? If not MNA, who will keep the treatment funded? 

How will this be financially sustainable?

Jesse stated that if the problem is much bigger, we should take a big step back. 

Street trees can't be saved if the City deems they be cut down. MNA could possibly save trees and 
have a program for ongoing treatment funding. John said MNA could fundraise for saving the trees.

John withdraws the funding request from Street Trees Committee for Jenifer Street as the money 
doesn't need to be allocated this year.

Leslie said the best way to support street trees is getting power lines under-ground. 
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Amanda stated that MNA needs a plan on street trees and park trees that defines a strategy for 
treatment, determine the overall funding need, and recommends a role for MNA.

MNA and the Street tree Committee will work on identification of ways to protect and treat street 
trees. 

All approved.

The Board decided that the requests for Yahara Parkway and Willy Park should be going to discussed 
at Neighborhood Enhancement Committee (formerly Values Committee), as the funding would come 
from neighborhood improvement grants.

Jack withdraws the current motions to fund Willy Park tree care and Yahara Parkway ashes until the 
Neighborhood Enhancement Committee discusses and makes a recommendation. 

Festivals & Fundraising:
The only item of business is to approve the following new food vendor selection criteria 
recommended by the Festivals & Fundraising Committee:
“In regard to food vendors at MNA festivals, consideration is given to businesses located in the 
Williamson-Marquette neighborhood first. Other, lessor considerations include:

• To ensure variety, we reserve the right to limit the type of food offered
• To ensure efficiency, we reserve the right to offer vending space to long-standing festival food 

vendors
• To further ensure efficiency, all decisions made by festival organizers are final
• Per Madison health code, all food service areas must have a canopy or tent and hold a 

temporary restaurant permit (MNA does not issue these permits; all vendors must apply with 
the City

Colleen moved to approve the new food vendor selection criteria. Jesse 2nd. All approved.

Jack asked who is enforcing the policy. Colleen said the festival organizers choose the vendors and 
enforce the policy.

Art Committee:
Jack explained that the committee is waiting on news regarding the sidewalk poetry grant. The 
committee is sending out a request for an artist to do the mural on the back of the Co-op.

Old Business:
Prior notice... The discussion of John's motion to better define “prior notice” of votes was tabled to 
the next MNA board meeting.

Approval of the February Minutes:
Colleen moved, Cheema 2nd All approved.
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Alder Marsha Rummel's Report:
Marsha met with Metro staff about the Jenifer Street Reconstruction detour. Metro staff is committed 
to conducting an equity analysis to see how long it takes to get to the transfer points to ensure 
everyone has fair access to the bus. 

Metro founds ways to get through Spaight Street.

Metro is currently considering/evaluating: #3 would go on Spaight. #7, 10, 38 on Willy. #4 on E. Wash. 
At next the next Transit & Parking Commission (TPC) meeting Metro staff will make a recommendation
on the final plan for detours during Jenifer Street reconstruction.

The movement of the bus stop will be taken up at the next TPC meeting.

Adjournment:
Colleen moved to adjourn. Cheema 2nd. All approved.
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