
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
January 21, 2016
Minutes authored by Amanda White

Board members in attendance:
Alex Nilvio Alexander Punguil Bravo, Cheema, John Coleman, Colleen Hayes, Jesse Pycha-Holst, Jack 
Kear, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Dayna Long, Gary Tipler, Anne Walker, Amanda White (by phone)

Police Report:
Sgt. Alex Berkovitz explained that beginning January 31 there is a shift change.

President's Report:
A formal list of committees, the chairs, and the specific standing projects of each committee was 
introduced. Moving forward if a new committee is to be formed or committees want to add to new 
projects to their list, both must be introduced to the Board and formally approved. 

Lynn moved approval of the committee list. It was 2nd by Cheema. Anne abstained. All others 
approved. The motion passed.

Since the November meeting, two Board evotes have taken place due to immediate deadlines. The 
neighborhood was notified 5 days in advance via the yahoo list serve. The two evotes included a vote 
to approve funding for ukuleles at Marquette and a vote to recommend putting the high voltage utility
underground during the Jenifer St. reconstruction. Both votes passed with a majority and were 
approved.

Treasurer:
Cheema asked if the Board would like to invite staff from the non-profit organizations that received an 
MNA grant in 2015 through our Neighborhood Enhancement program to give us an update on how 
the money has been used. Jesse and others agreed it would be nice to hear from the non-profits we 
helped.  

Traffic and Parking:
Gary gave an overview of the draft recommendations for the Jenifer Street Reconstruction project that
were based on extensive neighborhood feedback and written by the Traffic & Parking committee. 

Discussion on the recommendations:
Board members wanted to revisit the temporary bus stop move to E. Washington. Marsha says the 
city wants to have all feedback now and this issue could affect the budget.

Peter Wolfe would rather see stop signs than speed bumps as a more effective way of slowing down 
traffic. Jesse asked what the interest has been at Traffic & Parking meetings for stop signs? Gary said it 
hasn't been discussed recently. Marsha explained that the City has a separate process for street 
calming. Dave Dryer, head of Traffic Engineering, has said we could do this. The process takes a few 
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years. 

Renee moved to approve Recommendations #1-3. Jesse 2nd. All approved.

Discussion followed regarding Recommendations #5-8. Every bid that goes out will have language to 
take into account the vibrations impact. There's been nothing in the bid RFP's in the past. The price of 
bids goes up if there are specific requirements and then the city has trouble getting bids. Marsha has 
no specific answer to the vibration issue.

John offered a friendly amendment to #5: Because of vision clearance, bicycle safety, and additional 
density, shift the bus stop at Ingersoll at the North side of Jenifer to the west side of Ingersoll. 

The amendment was considered friendly.

Renee moved approval of Recommendations #5-8. John 2nd. All approved.

The Recommendation that has caused the most debate has been whether to narrow Jenifer Street by 
2 feet. Therefore, Recommendation #4 to narrow Jenifer St. was discussed by the Board separately. 
There was much discussion by the Board. Good arguments both for and against narrowing. The Board 
is divided. The neighborhood is divided. 

Jesse moved to support narrowing by 2 feet. Anne 2nd. 6 voted in favor (Cheema, John, Jesse, Anne, 
Gary, Dayna) and 4 voted against (Renee, Jack, Colleen, Amanda) Alex had left the meeting by this 
point. 

With a majority approving, the motion to recommend narrowing Jenifer by 2 feet passed. 

Preservation & Development
A working group, established by Steve Steinhoff, has been meeting for several months to analyze 
affordable housing in Marquette. They are putting together a mission statement. 

Gibs is inviting neighbors to an open house on January 30th at 4pn for a tour of their outdoor patio 
area that they've recently proposed. 

There were no votes this month at P&D.

Lynn shared that he's gotten feedback from neighbors and the business community attending P&D for 
the first time recently that P&D is a bit intimidating and sometimes negative. These folks have not 
attended a second time due to their experience.

Street Trees
The Street Trees Committee is conducting a walk through of neighborhood city terrace trees with the 
city forester. At this point, 16 trees are being cut down because of ash trees or concern with power 
lines. We're asking for them to be preserved.
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Arts:
The committee is applying for a city grant to do street art through the new Jenifer Street 
Reconstruction Project.

Festivals:
The committee is asking general beverage to have more local brews at festivals. The committee is also 
exploring criteria and encouragement for vendors to offer products that are locally made.

The Parks decibil level issue that MNA was recently involved with is not going to affect our festivals. 

Neighborhood Enhancement:
Chili Dinner is being held on March 5 at Wil-Mar.

Communication:
Renee is getting access for everyone to edit and add events to the online calendar for MNA's website.

Colleen approved the November 2015 minutes. Jack 2nd. Gary and Anne abstained, while the rest of 
the Board approved.

Alder's Report:
On January 26th, 6:30pm at the High Noon Saloon, a panel will discuss what we need for housing in 
Madison.

An RFP is moving forward to determine a parking ramp for Capital East district. 

Kimberly Horn developed a software program for transportation planning. The City has purchased it 
and will test in Capital East district. The system will help us as we plan for future transportation needs. 
On March 8, the City is having a presentation on how the system will be used.

Lynn moved to adjourn. Colleen 2nd . All approved.
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