
 

Report on the Jan. 13 Jenifer St Reconstruction Presentation by City Engineering 

Notes by Gary Tipler and Anne Walker 

Wed. January 13, 6:30 – 9 pm, Wil-Mar Neighborhood Center, 953 Jenifer Street 

 

City Staff and Officials Present 

Tom Mohr, Traffic Engineering   Christie Bachmann, Engineering 

Lisa Coleman, Engineering  Phil Gaebler, Engineering 

Tim Sobota, Metro    Dean Kahl, Forestry 

Ald. Marsha Rummel 

 

Lisa Coleman of City Engineering presented the proposal and parts of the Urban Assets Report 

commissioned by Marquette Neighborhood Association, and noted that not all the recommendations in 

the report were included in the Engineering plan.   

Urban Assets Report: http://marquette-neighborhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Jenifer-Street-

Reconstruction-Neighborhood-Engagement-Final-Report.compressed.pdf  

 

Sewer 

Coleman present an urgent rational for moving forward as soon as this spring is to replace the sewer 

pipes.  

Question: Would the sewer insurance cover any portion of the replacement? Answer is no. The 

insurance is for maintenance. 

What are the property owner cost (percentage of the cost) with partial vs. full street reconstruction? 

The answer may be in the City presentation. Scroll to end for links. 

 

Trees  

An MNA Street Tree Committee was formed in October.  

Dean Kahl report that 29 of 68 remaining ash trees in the reconstruction area were treated, and those 

that didn’t meet the criteria for preservation included those under high voltage lines, and would NOT be 

treated. See report on trees. Maximum of 25 feet is planned. Same spacing as large trees. 

 

Environmental Sustainability  

The candidates for rain gardens were the 500 block of South Paterson.  5 spaces on the 400-500 blocks 

of South Few Street. 

A pilot project for tree trenches for a few locations was offered but generally the street terrace is too 

narrow to permit them.  

 

Vibrations 

There are updated specifications (Need to be requested). 

Pilot project is for only four houses that are individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 

not to be confused with the Historic District listed on the NRHP (MAP) 

Urban Assets report recommends that “vibratory compaction equipment occurs no closer than 25 feet 

from historic homes.”  

Engineering said they can’t do that because too many houses are within 25 feet. 

http://marquette-neighborhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Jenifer-Street-Reconstruction-Neighborhood-Engagement-Final-Report.compressed.pdf
http://marquette-neighborhood.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Jenifer-Street-Reconstruction-Neighborhood-Engagement-Final-Report.compressed.pdf


 For lateral replacement, if the home owner decides to stop lateral replacement …. Costs more 

There will be a city assigned inspector, a practice that exists at present.  

 

Safety 

Pedestrian safety 

Bump outs would be 3 feet deep toward the intersection (not the 5 feet that Traffic engineering 

originally proposed. There would be only two per intersection, based on bus stop locations. 

 Colored crosswalks. 

Bicyclist Safety  

 Sharrows – Share the road, signs on pavement, not lanes.  

Traffic Safety and Narrowing 

 To enhance safety and promote traffic calming the City originally proposed narrowing to 38 feet 

but removed it from the proposal and is looking to the Neighborhood to support 38 feet. (Note: it was 

32 feet wide until the 1977 widening.)  

Urban Assets Report excerpts:  

Jenifer Street is a neighborhood street that never the less experiences heavy use by pedestrians, 

bicycles, buses and cars.  

There is a strong perception of danger due to speeding cars a broad mix of users.  

As a result, improving safety through the use of traffic calming rates highly as a neighborhood 

goal.  

Planning and engineering research demonstrates that changing the design of a roadway to calm 

traffic and improve safety is far more effective than lowering the speed limit and installing stop 

signs.  

Narrowing was originally proposed by the City as an opportunity to meet neighborhood desires 

for additional green space along the street. Narrowing also presents an opportunity to calm 

traffic by visually narrowing the roadway and discouraging speeding. Narrowing decreased 

pedestrian crossing distances, increases terrace space for healthier trees, and slows vehicle 

speeds (traffic calming).  

 

Canopy Trees and the Undergrounding of Utility Wires 

Full undergrounding of overhead utility wires. City does not pay for any part of it. 

Partial undergrounding of the highest wire, the primary high voltage wire owned by MG&E has been 

proposed by neighbors to permit the planting of full canopy trees. The cost of undergrounding that 

wire reduces undergrounding costs considerably and does not require undergrounding any connections 

between poles and houses, keeping the individual costs low. The benefit is that full height canopy trees 

would be permitted to be planted.  

Dean Kahl indicated that even if the wire is undergrounded all ash trees that haven’t already been 

selected and treated will be removed.  

Partial Undergrounding proposed by neighbors. See “Jenifer Trees” information: 
http://www.lic.wisc.edu/users/jsc/trees/  

 

Trees - After Construction 

After reconstruction all trees will be evaluated for damage and survivability.  

http://www.lic.wisc.edu/users/jsc/trees/


New trees would be planted in 2017. The size will be 1.5 caliper. Forestry will choose tree type with a 

minimum of three species per block.  

 

Bus Stops 

No bump outs at bus stops.  

Question: Will there be any loss of parking?  

At Ingersoll and Jenifer, the only bus stops proposed for relocation in the plan will be switched to the far 

side of the intersection. 

 

Schedule of Construction Preparation 

1/22 Construction assessments will be sent to property owners. 

2/3 Board of Public Works 

2/23 Common Council 

3/- Construction bids let. No date set, yet. 

Early May through Nov. 10  Construction 

 

Communications 

Construction schedule and FAQ sheets will be provided to property owners. 

 

QUESTIONS 

What was the change that City Foresty is presenting based on neighborhood input? 

Dean Kahl, Forestry: Nothing. All ash would be removed except for those already treated, 28 of  

A canopy tree is a value to the home owner. How does that enter into the evaluation?  

 Dean Kahl. It wasn’t. 

Can MG&E help pay for partial undergrounding? Lisa Coleman: No.  Previously, Dave Benforado of 

MG&E who was not present, said no. 

Trees: Can you provide us with the policy/criteria for tree removal. Dean: Yes, and he will provide it. 

Metro: Buses will be rerouted to east Washington. 

 Why not on Spaight Street? “Because neighbors said they didn’t want them.”  

 It improves bus route time to run on East Washington Avenue with existing facilities (stops).  

 Speed humps? No, buses have to slow too much (5 mph for humps) according to Tim Sobota of 

Madison Metro noted that the additional service on the periphery forces a greater efficiency in the 

neighborhood, speed is essential for the buses passing through the neighborhood. 

 Reroute busses temporarily to Williamson? No, because businesses wouldn’t support it. 

 Ald. Marsha Rummel asked if we could have a trial, to move the buses, at least one route, the 38 

or the 10, to Williamson during rush hour. Compare to Monroe Street.  Note: Monroe Street has a bus 

route, is narrow and has a higher volume of traffic than Williamson. 

Tim Sobota: There would be confusion about where the buses were and when.  

Why not change schedule times at transfer point?  To keep the schedule consistent at times of the hour 

throughout the day.  

 

Traffic calming: Christy Bachmann: There are no traffic calming items in the plan, except the 3-foot 

pedestrian walk bump outs.  

 



Soil: The quality of soil is poor. Christy: The inspectors can’t keep track of that kind of material delivery.  

Specifications for replacement soils have to be confirmed.  

 

In response to a previous question about the speeding buses, Tim Sobota shared City-wide statistics on 

bus speeds. However, no specific statistics for Jenifer Street were provided. Ten percent of the buses 

speed in the City according to their statistics. Suggestion: Metro needs to do a local speed analysis. 

 

Vibrations 

Christy Bachmann: We do occasionally have problems. If there are issues, the individual homeowner 

needs to address it with the contractor. Crack and damage surveys cost about $1500 per parcel, adding 

about $200,000 to the reconstruction costs. “Frequency of problems is low.“  

Note: The chances of settlement over property damages are poor according to John Martens whose 

properties were damaged in the Williamson Street Reconstruction several years ago. 

Question: What can the City recommend that we as homeowners do to prepare for potential 

problems due to vibration?  No firm response was given, except that the neighborhood can hire its own 

experts. Photography wasn’t encouraged. (However, Insurance companies require extensive “before” 

photographs.)  

 

…………………………………………………………… 

City of Madison Engineering Presentations 

Public Information meeting #3 was held on Wednesday, January 13, 2016, 6:30 pm at the Wilmar 

Center.  For forestry-related questions please contact Dean Kahl with City Forestry, 266-4891, 

dkahl@cityofmadison.com 

 

Map of Jenifer Street Construction 

http://www.cityofmadison.com/sites/default/files/city-of-

madison/engineering/documents/JeniferDisplay1_13_16.pdf   

Presentation  

http://www.cityofmadison.com/sites/default/files/city-of-

madison/engineering/documents/JeniferPIM3_1_13_16.pdf   

Tree list 

http://www.cityofmadison.com/sites/default/files/city-of-

madison/engineering/documents/ForestryTreeList_JeniferSt_1_14_15.pdf   

Full list of City Engineering Jenifer Street Presentations, Present and Past 

http://www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/projects/jenifer-st-s-paterson-st-s-brearly-st-and-s-few-st  

 

 

UPDATES 

Watch for more information that may be posted on the Marquette Neighborhood Association’s Jenifer 

Street Reconstruction web page. http://marquette-neighborhood.org/jenny-street-reconstruction/   

 

For more information reply to this address or email MNA Board mnaboard@marquette-

neighborhood.org. 
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