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Whereas: Williamson Street over the past decade has developed into an attractive place for local  

entrepreneurs to open restaurants and bars.   This trend has made the neighborhood commercial 

nodes more vibrant. While there is a desire to encourage more non-hospitality retail on our 

mixed residential/commercial street, the Marquette Neighborhood Association (MNA) board 

recognizes that the desire for more hospitality enterprises will continue. 

 

Whereas:   While MNA has been receptive and encouraging to local restaurants locating on and 

near Williamson Street, there is a sense that the neighborhood does not want to evolve into 

simply a "late night destination place," populated by establishments that focus on alcohol sales.  

 

Whereas: In response to multiple proposals over the past several years that took on more of a 

bar profile than that of a restaurant, the board believes it to be productive to delineate what MNA 

looks for when determining whether a proposal is a good fit for the street and the broader 

neighborhood. 

 

Whereas: The board recognizes that new venues that seek to rely on alcohol sales, live music, 

and staying open until bar time have a place in our neighborhood. That place rests in the north 

side of the neighborhood, centered around East Main and East Washington. This allows for the 

residential neighborhood to have a buffer from late night noise, increased traffic, and potential 

disturbances, while allowing for economic growth and vibrancy in the neighborhood.  
 

Whereas: Excessive drinking, late night noise, and smoking in outdoor areas have been a source 

of disturbances to residents. 
 

Whereas: Excessive and misdirected lighting has been identified as an impediment to enjoyment 

of the night sky (neighborhood Dark Skies Initiative) and as disturbing to neighbors. 
 
Whereas: Some establishments have both late night and early mornings activities in the form of 

trash and recycling pick-up and some types of commercial establishments can have additional 

sources of noise such as venting fans and rooftop cooling units. 
 

Therefore, be it resolved that: The MNA board proposes the following guidelines for 

establishment of new bars and restaurants in the neighborhood: 

 

1) CLOSING TIME - Restaurants, especially those who desire a full liquor license, should plan 

on closing no later than 11 pm.  

 

2) FOOD/ALCOHOL RATIO - The City of Madison Alcohol License and Review Board 

(ALRC) requires as a stipulation of every licensed establishment that they disclose, and adhere 

to, the proportion of their revenue to be derived from food sales in relation to that of alcohol 

sales.  The expectation of MNA is that at a minimum at least fifty percent of revenue comes from 

the sale of food. In many cases the association will encourage a higher threshold. 

 

3) WINE/BEER VS FULL LIQUOR LICENSE - Those establishments that desire to have a 

full liquor license will receive more scrutiny than restaurants that desire to just offer wine and 



beer. Demonstration by the applicant of how excessive drinking or loud customers will be 

monitored may be requested. 

 

4) SEPARATE BAR AREA - Proposed establishments that desire to have a physical bar in 

addition to a dining room will receive more scrutiny. Criteria for consideration may include total 

occupancy of the bar area, if it is used primarily as a waiting space for table seating, whether 

space allows for possible live music, and other considerations. 

 

5) OUTDOOR SEATING - New establishments that desire outdoor seating can expect that 

component to be reviewed closely. It should be understood that decisions about outdoor seating 

are contextual, influenced by where the property is situated and how the proposed outdoor 

seating relates to neighboring properties. Outdoor seating in back of premises in close proximity 

to residential units will likely not receive support. 

 

6)  AMPLIFIED MUSIC– New establishments that seek to host amplified music will receive 

additional scrutiny. Williamson Street is surrounded by residential neighborhoods, even on its 

north side in areas. It is the experience of the MNA that avoiding new sound disturbances is more 

successful than ameliorating existing ones. 

 

7) OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT – The Marquette Neighborhood is graced with multiple 

outdoor festivals and public venues. The compromises already reached make it unlikely that a 

new private venue will be able to satisfy the existing balance of late night residential tranquility.  

 

8) OUTDOOR/EXTERIOR LIGHTING - Establishments wishing to light the exterior of their 

building or outdoor seating areas mush take into account light that might stray into neighbors' 

property or may detract from enjoyment of the night sky. 

9) OFF-HOURS NOISE AND ACTIVITIES - Potential for disturbance due to either 

equipment used for the establishment, such as rooftop cooling units or service activities, such as 

trash pick-up, must considered. The location of equipment, e.g. dumpsters and other noise 

sources in relation to the property line, neighboring residences, and the time of day should be 

considered and described in a proposal. 

10) SMOKING/VAPING - Proposals to curb smoking and vaping will be requested. 

 

11) NIGHTCLUBS – New nightclubs along Williamson will likely not receive support. 

 

While, there may be special cases where a proposal is so unique that some of the above criteria 

will be out-weighted, in most cases it can be expected that the association will be skeptical of 

proposals that are liquor focused, desire to maintain late night hours or do not consider the issues 

listed above. 

 

This Sense of the Neighborhood document is being ratified by the MNA board to help create 

predictability and transparency for all parties. The expectation is that each newly elected board 

will review this statement, and will make adjustments as needed.  
 


