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March 20, 2016 
 
To Madison Plan Commission Members: 

 
 On March 17th, the Marquette Neighborhood Association (MNA) voted 

unanimously to oppose any rezoning, changes to neighborhood plans or conditional 
uses for the proposed development at 1801 E Washington Ave. 
 

 Currently, the proposal does not meet a host of requirements for approval of 
Section 28, MGO, especially regarding conformity to a variety of existing 

neighborhood plans and special area plans, and does not promote the values or 
general welfare of the community. 

 
 We do not take this position lightly. Appropriate infill and density are 
development goals that MNA holds in common with the city. Access to amenities 

and creation of critical densities to prevent urban sprawl are important to us.  
 

However, this development is proposed at such a unique location with 
respect to the city that it merits a closer inspection, given that it rests at the 
junction of the East Washington Gateway Corridor and our treasured Yahara River 

Parkway. 
 

 Before citing the Standards For Review in Section 28 MGO that this proposal 
does not meet, we would like to note that our city (and nation) is experiencing a 
housing crisis. More than a quarter of Americans are considered economically 

‘housing stressed’.  This exacerbates our homelessness crisis.  
 

The economic gentrification concerns we hold must also be viewed through a 
racial equity lens. We ask that the City Equity Liaison review this proposal and 
others of its size for its equity implications. The MNA neighborhood motto is “A 

Place For All People.” That is a value that we take very seriously. 
 

 Despite repeated requests, the Campbell Capital Group (CCG) has refused to 
engage in even a cursory investigation to the availability of local, state, or federal 
affordable housing tax credits. Our own investigations have revealed that WHEDA 

has a variety of available financial instruments that are readily manageable, even 
for business models not typically geared towards seeking those credits. 

 
The physical building of the proposal also encroaches on the lot line with the 

Landmark Yahara River Parkway. Established neighborhood and special area plans 

have identified this area for expanded green space because our corner of the city is 
green space deficient.  



 
 A Place for All People - Established 1968 

 953 Jenifer Street 
 PO Box 3223 
 Madison, WI 53704 

 

Board of Directors 
 
Lynn Lee, President 

Renee Lauber, Vice President 

Cheema, JK, Treasurer 

Amanda White, Secretary 

Jesse Pycha-Holst 

John Coleman 

Gary Tipler 

Dayna Long 

Jack Kear 

Colleen Hayes 

Anne Walker 

Alex Bravo 

 

 
The Marquette Neighborhood Association is a public charity under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  

 
www.marquette-neighborhood.org 

 
 We share the desire for higher and better use for this site. However, you 
must understand that this site is highly sought. We hope the proposal can be 

amended by CCG to suit the needs of the community. But if it is not, surely market 
forces will entice another development team who is willing to meet those needs and 

soon. The site is unique in its attractiveness not just to Madison, but Dane County. 
 
Please find the attached list of instances where this proposal does not meet 

the criteria of review for MGO Section 28.  
 

Sincerely, 
Lynn Lee 

 

 
 

MNA President 
 

 
 
 

 


