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April 2, 2015

To: Bill Napier; DOA/Div. of Facilities Development
Ellsworth Brown; Wisconsin Historical Society 
Ken Opin; City of Madison Plan Commission
David Dryer; City of Madison Traffic Engineer
Robert Phillips; City of Madison Engineer

Re: Driveway Location of new State Archive Facility, Madison

The State’s plan to demolish the existing building and construct the Archive Preservation
Facility at 202 S Thornton Ave. includes a proposal to locate the main entrance of the 
facility near the Yahara River, crossing both the bike path that parallels the river and the
Capital City State Trail bike path. These driveway plans are of great concern to the 
Marquette Neighborhood Association (MNA) Board of Directors and the many residents 
of this district.

The bike paths on which the driveway will be located are two of the most heavily used 
trails in the city. Since the bike/pedestrian path that parallels the Yahara River is one of 
the few pedestrian friendly north-south routes, children from three neighborhood 
schools rely on the path for daily commuting. We believe the auto traffic entering and 
exiting the new archive facility will create dangerous conditions for these students. The
other path that the driveway would cross, the Capital City State Trail, is used heavily for 
morning and evening commuting as well as recreational cycling by the sizable Madison 
bicycling community.

The State, City and neighborhood all have an interest in providing safe routes to schools 
and work for pedestrians and cyclists. The MNA Board urges a collaboration between the
State and the City for the purpose of relocating         the         driveway         to         Dickinson         St.   during 
demolition, construction and operation,   so as to secure the safety of those that use 
the Yahara River and the Capitol City bike/pedestrian paths. Please work to produce
a driveway plan that secures that driveway location.

Thank You,

Lynn Lee: President, MNA Board
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