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April 5th, 2016 

 

Dear Urban Design Commission: 

 

 On March 17th, 2016, the Marquette Neighborhood Association voted to support the 

McGrath proposal at 722 Williamson St with the following conditions related to the project. 

 

We are very supportive that the McGrath Group sought and secured financing for affordable 

housing.  Our understanding of this commitment is that 20% of the overall units will be 

available for tenants who earn 80% of the Dane County Median Income and that these rates 

will remain static for 7-10 years. 

 

There is concern about the entrance towards the Capitol Bike Path Right of Way. As the 

McGrath Group expressed in their 2/15/16 response to our 2/2/16 letter, they were 

advancing and evolving plans with respect to the connection to the bike path. Activation of 

this area is a prime concern to the community for both design and public safety reasons. 

 

We have still not received evolved plans which depict an appropriate connection.  The 

current plans indicate an entrance which leads directly to the underground parking garage.  

The MNA does not feel this will be a sufficiently activated connection that residents will 

utilize regularly.   

 

A successfully utilized connection to the public Right of Way should hopefully have an 

entrance to the internal building corridors so residents occupy and activate the connection 

with the bike path.  We hope this interface with the Right of Way will also achieve a larger 

setback from the lot line to better contribute private green space to compliment public 

green space. 

 

This is an important project to our neighborhood that we support.  We hope these design 

issues can be improved to satisfy the long term needs of the neighborhood. We also hope 

that the McGrath Group will commit to leasing to locally owned commercial tenants to 

preserve the unique character of Williamson St that many of their future residential tenants 

seek to enjoy. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Lee 

 
President 

Marquette Neighborhood Association 

 

 
 


