
 

Marquette Neighborhood Association (MNA) Board 
January 16, 2014 

Minutes 

Board Members Attending: Karyn Chacon, J. Cheema, John Coleman, Carl Durocher, 
Colleen Hayes, Jack Kear, Ralph Kuehn, Lynn Lee, Chris Lukas, Mike Soref, Anne 
Walker 

Absent:  Michael Jacob 

Others Attending:  Laura Lob, Marsha Rummel, Paul Nichols, Peter Wolff, Truly 
Remarkable Loon  

MNA Presidency 
Chris chaired the meeting in Michael’s absence.  Michael has obligations on meeting 
night for the next six months, so the board adopted this option for this period (see 
agenda):  Michael will continue to be President and handle presidential duties except for 
chairing the monthly board meetings, which will be handled by VP Chris Lukas.  There 
will be close coordination between Michael and Chris. 
 
Madison Police Update:  The MPD representative has not attended for months.  The 
board expects a monthly report.  Lynn will remind the liaison officer about the meeting a 
week before.  A written summary would be an acceptable report from MPD. 

Committee Reports (Other than Finance and Festivals & Fundraising) 
Traffic 
Anne reported on the Winn-At group meetings and the South Capitol Transit Oriented 
District (SCTOD).  In connection with the reconstruction of Schenk’s Corners, the Winn-
At group is trying to create placemaking from Mickey’s to Olbricht Park.  Chuck 
Strawser will report on SCTOD at the next board meeting.  Traffic Committee members 
participated in focus groups conducted by the SCTOD consultant; they conveyed 
committee opposition to the channelized right turn from John Nolen to Williamson St. at 
the Blair intersection. 

Parks 
Jack asked for input on what the committee should do.  Marsha Rummel suggested one 
possible activity for the committee, to ask neighbors of Central Park the kind of 
communication they would want about the park. 

Membership 
Chris, Lynn, Ralph reported.  There will be a literature drop for the Chili Dinner, which is 
scheduled for March 1.  Several committee chairs can now post to the announcements 
list serve.  The discussion list serve is not yet live. 

Arts 
There was no one to give the committee report.  Jack and Cheema will attend the next 
committee meeting. 



 

Schools 
So far Karyn has not received a response to the call for mentors. 

Preservation and Development 
Mike gave an update about the grocery store to anchor the 800 block of East 
Washington Avenue development:  Gebhardt signed up Festival Grocery for the project. 
The January committee meeting was cancelled. Mike gave a tentative agenda for the 
February P&D meeting, which will include the 1438 Morrison Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU).  There was a question about how much MNA should track ADU’s. 

East Side Express 
Colleen reported that Michael is scheduling a meeting with those who have expressed 
an interest.  
 
Committee Report:  Fundraising and Festivals 
Carl and Colleen gave the committee report.  The committee conducted an on-line 
survey on opinions about the Orton Park Festival.  The committee presented the results 
at a public meeting on January 13.  About 15 attended. 
 
The Committee met on January 14 and made these recommendations: 
1. Appoint Bob Queen as Waterfront Fest coordinator (including music coordination) 
with regular reports to the FF chair.  
2. Orton Park Festival be held at Orton Park only.  

3. OPF is three days long.  

4. Cycropia is secured for two performances at OPF.  

5. Ralph Kuehn be named OPF coordinator with regular reports to the FF chair.  

6. Issue an RFP to neighborhood, with one week to respond, for an OPF 
music/entertainment coordinator. 
The committee recommendations were passed by vote; for each recommendation, the 
vote was unanimous or with little opposition. 
  
John moved to accept recommendations 1,2,4,5, and 6.  Cheema seconded. 
Carl proposed an amendment to #6:  Do a Request For Proposals if Bob does not 
respond affirmatively about the music coordinator position.  The amendment failed with 
2 ayes and 9 opposed.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Discussion of three- vs. four-night Orton Park Festival: 
Cycropia needs to perform for two nights; since they are supported by taking a 
collection, one night would not bring in enough.  The festival has had Cycropia perform 
on Thursday night beginning in 2010.  The festival does not make money for MNA on 
them.  However, expenses are about the same for a three or four-night festival.  One 
suggestion to make a three-night festival: combine family night on Friday with adult 
music afterward, and have Cycropia play on Saturday night.  But if we did that, we 
would lose the family night atmosphere.  Several board members said they would miss 
the family night atmosphere, or heard that from parents.  There were differing accounts 
from committee members about how much time the committee put into discussing this 



 

item.  One account was that there was a lot of discussion, another was that much of the 
discussion was about other recommendations. 

Jack moved that Orton remain a four-day festival.  Lynn seconded.  The motion passed 
with 4 ayes, 3 opposed, and 3 abstentions.   

 
Approval of December Minutes 
Colleen moved to approve the minutes, Lynn seconded.  The motion passed with 9 
ayes and one abstention. 

Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee 
Cheema gave the Treasurer’s report and Finance Committee report.  There is about 
$116,000 in the bank in December, and income of about $1,000 and about $1,000 in 
expenses.  Cheema provided information to the accounting firm for 2013 taxes.  She is 
setting up the next Finance Committee meeting. 
 
Further discussion of festivals ensued.  The question was whether Bob is doing 
fundraising for three or four festivals.  The committee recommendations did not cover 
festival fundraising because the committee is waiting for an answer about coordinating 
the Orton festival.  Carl left. 
   
Ralph moved:  Bob needs to respond by tomorrow night by midnight whether he will do 
fundraising for both MNA festivals.  Anne seconded.  There was dissatisfaction with the 
wording of the motion.  The motion failed with none in support, all opposed.  John 
moved:  MNA will issue an RFP on Saturday for fundraisers for both MNA festivals if we 
do not hear that Bob Queen is interested and available.  Karyn seconded.  The motion 
passed with 7 ayes and 2 abstentions.  Colleen and Lynn will communicate this to Bob. 

Alder report 
The next meeting on the Central Park skatepark will be held on the 22nd.  Fundraising 
for the skatepark has been successful.  There was grumbling on the Tenney-Lapham 
listserve about campaign contributions by the CEO of the Festival grocery chain. It turns 
out that other grocery CEO’s also donated to Walker.  There is nothing new on the 722 
Williamson St. project.  The city is issuing a Request for Proposals for Garber.  The 
Mautz building proposal will be at the next Urban Design Commission meeting.  She 
mentioned two infill projects near the neighborhood.  Marsha will meet with Parks on the 
process for scheduling Central Park events. 

Adjournment:  Mike moved to adjourn, Cheema seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:00. 

Submitted by Mike Soref, Secretary, MNA Board 


	Absent:  Michael Jacob

