
MNA Meeting Minutes
February 18, 2016

Present:  Cheema, Jesse Pycha-Holst, Dayna Long, Lynn Lee, Gary Tipler, Renée Lauber, Anne Walker, Alex
Punguil Bravo, Jack Kear, Colleen Hays.

Absent: John Coleman, Amanda White

Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM by President Lee.

Release forms for photos that will be taken of the meeting for the Wil-mar Center were be passed out.

Board members and others present introduced themselves.

Officer Lewis contacted Lynn Lee to say he would not be able to make the meeting.

(Jack Kear arrived)

Lorrie Hurckes, Executive Director of the Time Bank, introduced herself and thanked MNA for the grant 
it gave to the Time Bank in the fall.  Now all kids between the ages of 12 and 16 (in schools up to age 18) 
have restorative justice options and 82% have opted to do restorative justice.  This reduces the number 
of kids that have contact with the formal system.  Two new community locations have opened  - one is at
the Social Justice Center around the corner on Williamson Street.  They have weekly restorative justice 
youth court sessions.  There is an open house next Wednesday, February 24th from 5 to 7:30 pm. The 
MNA grant money went directly toward supporting the restorative justice expansion - “we have 
quadrupled the number of kids we are helping.” 

Treasurer’s Report - Cheema reported that we have $110 in our bank account and that the city has been 
paid for our commitment to the Skate board park of $10,000 from the reserves funds. Cheema also 
distributed the latest budget verses actual expenses (attached)

(Colleen Hays arrived)

Setting Board policy re: Board votes that require prior notice.

The board discussed setting a policy. Concerns were expressed that this policy would limit our 
responsiveness to the community.  Specifically, making more policies ties our hands to do community 
work.  Conversely there is a need for people to know what the board is doing.

It was noted that John was not at the meeting and this was his proposal.

Motion:  Colleen Hays/Gary Tipler.  To defer the agenda item on setting board voting policy to next 
month’s meeting.  Carried unanimously.

Traffic Committee Update

Gary Tipler gave an update on the Board of Public Works meeting on 2/3/16.  They recommended 
forwarding the city plan for Jenifer Street reconstruction.  The next step is to continue to work on the 
components and the traffic engineering aspect via Marsha Rummel.  February 13, 2016 was the Transit 
and Parking Commission (TPC) meeting.  They received 21 letter against moving the bus route from 
Jenifer Street to E. Washington Avenue.  The Commission asked good questions and Marsha made an 



appeal for them to reconsider the bus route.  They then directed staff to work on the issue and report 
back.  It seemed like moving the bus route to Williamson Street was an option.  Discussion then moved 
to needed outreach to GWABA and businesses on Williamson Street to support this option.  Gary will 
help draft a general statement for Cheema to send to the business on Williamson Street.

At the next TPC meeting they will likely have an announcement regarding the relocation of the bus stop 
on Jenifer Street and the construction alternate bus route.

Street Trees Committee Update 

Gary reported that one goal of the committee was to have the trees not immediately cut down (as they 
are on the current removal schedule and the city could remove them at any time).  City Forestry will 
evaluate all the trees identified by the Street Trees Committee.  

Partial under-grounding would remove the need for severe tree pruning and makes possible the planting
of new canopy trees.  Marsha is working on setting up a meeting with MG&E in the next 2 or 3 weeks to 
further discussion under-grounding options.  Lynn asked for all board members to be invited to the 
meeting.

Gary also reported that the expense for partial under-grounding is lower than initially projected.  For a  
33-foot wide property the estimate is around $2,000.  Also Marsha is exploring TIF funding for the under-
grounding.  One issue is that current City policy is for under-grounding only commercial streets - that 
policy would have to be changed for TIF to work.  Next Tuesday the Jenifer Street reconstruction plan will
be before the Common Council.  Marsha asked for board members to come to the meeting to speak in 
favor of the proposal and to tell the Council what was done with the City grant used for planning/public 
engagement.

Reimbursement for monitoring at the Department of Administration demolition site

Cheema gave background on the issue.  It came to her attention for the first time when someone asked 
for reimbursement.  A subcommittee had talked about work that needed to be done.  At MNA’s budget 
meeting the board talked about expenses potentially coming out of our neighborhood grants program.  
Neighbors went ahead and did the work (lab testing of soil samples etc).  They should not have done 
that without following MNA procedures and specifically asking for expenditure approval.  Once in a while
stuff like this happens and now we need to find a way to solve it.

Motion:  Jesse Pycha-Holst/Gary Tipler:    To approve $354 expense reimbursement - with a clause that 
in the future we need a policy in place so that this doesn’t happen again.  

Discussion on the motion was generally that the neighbors should be reimbursed.  What possibly went 
wrong was that, even though board members were involved, no one was a chair or in charge of the 
subcommittee.  In the future there needs to be an appointed chair.  It was also noted that the demolition
happened quickly with little public notice so people had to act quickly in response.

Motion carried unanimously.

Preservation and Development (P&D) Update



- 722 Williamson - McGrath proposal.  About 150 apartment units and renovation of the Olds 
Seed building.  P&D is working with the developer on this.  Discussions with WEDA and around 
affordable housing is encouraging.  One focus is the rear of development and improving how it 
interacts or ties in with the bike path.  P&D will report back to the board with a recommendation
in March.

- 412 S. Baldwin Street - Marquette Hotel proposal.  A new three shorty building with 9 units is 
proposed. There will be an additional 2 units in existing building.  In addition the owner currently
lives in another until in the existing building.  A café is proposed for first floor of the new 
building.  Outdoor seating for 6 is proposed in front and additional on deck and in back.  Issues 
created by allowing a commercial business to move to a side street was discussed.  Another 
concerns is parking.  Jesse is working on a survey for residents in a one block plus radius.  
Marsha noted there are two lots with different zoning.  The empty parcel is zoned residential.  
She added that the area used to have a commercial use.  They will be asking for a rezone to 
make the empty lot TSS for the hotel.  A CUP will likely also be needed.  The owner has a valet 
parking agreement with Trinity Lutheran Church - from 8 am to 9 pm. Valet service will not be 
free.  Charging for the valet service was not well received by some board members.

- 1801 E Washington - Marling site redevelopment.   Jesse reported on some exterior building 
changes and increased courtyard space, and a connection between East Washington Ave and 
Main Street.  The proposal is being reviewed by a joint committee of MNA and SASY 
neighborhoods.  They will have a recommendation for vote MNA to vote on in March after UDC 
meeting. A goal is for the two neighborhood association to speak with one voice at the City 
Common Council meeting.  It was noted that there is not much green space in the proposal.  

Gib’s request for outdoor seating 

P&D previously reviewed the request and asked Gib’s to meet with neighbors and work for their 
support on the issue.  Gib’s hosted a meeting with neighbors.  Anne, Renee, Jesse, John and Gary 
attended the meeting.  Extensive plans to mitigate sound were reviewed; however, there is not a 
single neighbor supporting this proposal.

The recent request from Gib’s for an entertainment license was also reviewed.  It has come to the 
board’s attention via complaints from neighbors and a review of Gib’s Facebook Page that they have 
hosted live music.  Mr. Altschul had stated that Gib’s would not have live music and would not 
increase the volume of their current music if MNA supported their entertainment license request.  

Motion:  Jesse Pycha-Holst /Jack Kear.  To not support Gib’s proposal for outdoor seating and to 
include in the letter to the ALRC that our agreement with Mr. Altschul that there would be no live 
music at Gib’s appears to have been violated.   

Discussion.  This puts MNA in a bad situation as we trusted Mr. Altschul when we approved the last 
license request.

Carried unanimously.



Formal make up of P&D.

Motion from Preservation and Development (P&D) Committee to adopt the following rules for the 
formal makeup of P&D:

 That all residents within the boundaries of the Marquette Neighborhood formally have voting 
rights on matters before the P&D committee

 That a standing committee of five members be nominated by the P&D committee and voted 
upon by the Board, one member being the committee chair

 That all committee votes be numerically reported to the Board, including a roll call vote of 
standing members

 That a quorum of three standing members are required to be present to hold a vote

 That a recording secretary is required to be appointed by the Chair for all meetings

 Efficacy of the changes would be re-evaluated in 3 months after implementation

Discussion.  If this becomes a permanent change we may have to change the by-laws. Cheema will 
review the by-laws and noted that all committee needs are different and this isn’t a model 
necessarily needed for other committees.

Marsha suggested that a statement on contacting immediate neighbors regarding proposals might 
be helpful.  She also noted that in Capital Neighborhoods, for each project they make up a unique 
committee to review proposals.  She suggested that we look at their model of proposal review.  

Concern was express that the five members of the standing committee not be board members. 

It is most important that MNA give great heed to the people most impacted by a proposal.  Also 
notifying neighbors is really critical.  The idea of having an committee alternate was also proposed.  

Motion carried.  One abstention.

Neighborhood Enhancecment Committee Update

There is a lit drop this weekend to promote the Chili dinner March 5th.

Renee informed the committee of discussions with the Milt McPike East High School scholarship 
committee.  She noted that she served on the committee processing MNA scholarships last year and 
sees a need to either improve our process or to contribute to and increase another scholarship.  The 
McPike Scholarship is new - it started raising endowment funds in 2014.  It is a four year scholarship 
with an emphasis on student mentoring.  The winner will be selected by a team at the high school 
that knows the students and will have a better understanding of a worthy student then MNA could 
ascertain from the one page letter we currently review.  She is asking the McPike scholarship group 
for more details of their program.  The Neighborhood Enhancement Committee will review the 
information and hopefully forward a recommendation to the board at our next meeting.

People at the meeting commented that the scholarship was previously used to reward neighborhood
kids that had worked with East Side Express and volunteered at festivals.  It was questioned if the by-
laws restrict how the scholarship is awarded.  Renée will review the by-laws. It was also noted that 
the scholarship has resulted in students returning as adults to participate in MNA.  



Art Committee Update

Jack reported that the committee is working on a city of Madison 2016 neighborhood improvement 
grant.  If they get it they will put six poems in the sidewalk during the Jenifer Street reconstruction.  
If not they will put in three.  Anne requested Ash leaves be put into sidewalk because we are losing 
the trees.  Jack also reported working with Willy Street Co-op to find mural artists - our role is select 
the artist.  Colleen noted that the Goodman Center is looking to do a mural and looking for kids to 
work on that project.

Festival and Fundraising Committee Update

 Colleen reported that the committee is developing policies for food and other vendors.  The policies 
will be brought to the board for a vote in March.  The food vendor policy states that to vend at Orton
Park Festival the vendor must have a physical presence in the MNA boundary (an exception will be 
made for the Chocolate Shop).

Membership and Communication Committee update

Renée reported noting comments that MNA Board and P&D agendas are not on the website.  She 
will work to change that for next month.  

Minutes

Motion:  Colleen Hayes /Jesse Pycha-Holst.  Approve January minutes.  Carried.  Four people 
abstained stating they didn’t recall receiving the minutes.

Marsha’s Report.

Capital east district - RFP to design the parking structure on the MG&E land for around 450 stalls 
(previous number was 650) should be approved by the city soon.

Software program called Park Plus - will have a presentation on 3/8/16 from 5:30 to 7 pm at 945 East
Wash. It is a dynamic parking model.

The new businesses (bar, coffee shop, resturant) on the 800 block of East Washington Ave are 
running into commuter parking impacts.  They are asking to change parking rules to 2 hour parking. 
The 2 hour zone will likely extend on to Patterson Street.

418 Division Street and Helena Street - Capitol Water Softeners is selling their property.  A re-zone 
will likely be requested.

March 6th is the anniversary of Tony Robinson being killed.  Marsha wanted to do a city resolution 
acknowledging how his death changed the city.  She has been told that with a court case pending a 
resolution cannot happen.  She is working on other ways to acknowledge the date.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM

Minutes prepared by Renée Lauber.


