
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
May 19, 2016
Minutes authored by Amanda White

Board members in attendance:
Alex Nilvio Alexander Punguil Bravo, John Coleman, Colleen Hayes, Jesse Pycha-Holst, Jack Kear, Renee
Lauber, Lynn Lee, Dayna Long, Gary Tipler, Anne Walker, Amanda White

Police Report:
On April 18 at midnight, two females were robbed at gun point on Baldwin Street while walking home.
Victims followed the man and got the license plate of the vehicle he got into. 

A board member stated that we are coming up on the 1 year anniversary of the sexual assault on the 
bike path. He asked what the police department is doing to make the path safer. MPD is increasing 
their police patrols on bikes.

President's Report:
Chili Dinner – We are rethinking the Chili Dinner and considering a January/February date. Board 
members suggested ideas:

– Fish Fry or Boil
– Brunch in pajamas
– Chili Cook Off

The Garage sale is coming up – sign up with Renee asap if you want to have a sale.

We gave out our annual scholarships. Colleen recommended recognizing the winners at Waterfront.

Treasurer:
As of April 30, we have $95,761.89 in the bank.

Traffic and Parking:
Jenifer Street Reconstruction: City Engineering has nearly doubled the original budget for this project, 
but he City says they can't afford to underground wires for $200,000 because it wasn't in the budget. 
Anne recommends pursuing additional traffic calming measures if buses stay on Jenifer St. after 
reconstruction.

Board members recommended having the planner for the John Nolen vision to present to the 
neighborhood. 

Interior Streets Plan: The Board asked for a presentation of what the Traffic Committee has planned 
for the interior streets. Mike Soref is willing to present the plan to the neighborhood.

Schenk's Corners Reconstruction: Anne met with Bill White, Tim Anderson, and Brad Hinfuss to discuss
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Schenk's Corners reconstruction. The plan is currently within budget.  

General: A Board members was told by the City that murals on the storm sewers is permissable. A 
Board member recommends investigating “tables” on places where the bike path intersects street. A 
Board member also recommends no right turn on 1st and Winnebago – it's dangerous for pedestrians. 

Another Board member reminded the Board that we need a good relationship with the business 
district to discuss traffic volume and parking issues.

A Board member suggested that an Isthmus neighborhood meeting to discuss vehicle speed, road 
safety and parking would be beneficial. MNA could notice the meeting on Facebook to encourage 
people to get involved in these issues by attending Traffic Committee.

A Board member moved that MNA Board write a letter to Joe Krupp regarding his Livingston project. 
The letter should request that Mr. Krupp stop using pesticide on the public right of way without proper
approval. 

Anne 2nd

All approved.

Preservation & Development
Gib's request for outdoor seating: P&D moved that the MNA Board support front patio seating for 
Gib's Bar, conditional on a 10pm halt to alcohol, no structural changes to the porch, and no amplified 
music. The motion carried with 8 approving, 7 against, and 3 abstaining.

Board members questioned how 15 seats at tables will fit on the porch. The original request from 
Gib's was for 15 people standing.

A Board member suggested that we include 15 as part of capacity, so that the total capacity isn't 
increasing. 

Amanda moved to support front porch seating with a capacity of up to 15 for Gib's Bar front porch, 
conditional on a 10pm halt to alcohol, no structural changes to the porch, and no amplified music. 
This alters the outdoor seating but other recommendations remain. 

Whatever is approved for Gib's is not automatically transferred/approved should Gib's vacate the 
space.

Jesse 2nd

10 approved, 1 objection.

Marquette Hotel: P&D moved to support the Marquette Hotel at 412 S. Baldwin St. Motion carried 7 
approved, 1 objection, 1 abstention.
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Several Board members voiced concern about retail and business drifting from the Willy St. business 
corridor onto a residential side street.

A few Board members voiced opposition against the development because there is no car parking and 
only bike parking. There is concern that residents will have even more difficulty finding street parking, 
especially late at night.

One Board member voiced support of the fact there is no parking. Projects with little to no car 
parking, but heavy on bike parking and other transportation options support the vitality of the 
neighborhood by encouraging non-motor vehicle transportation. 

Board members are concerned what precedent this sets for future development and zoning.

Renee moved that the MNA Board does not approve the Marquette Hotel project based on concerns 
of setting a precedent on the following issues: retail on a side street, combining lots, height and other 
variance, set-backs, rezoning residential to commercial.

Anne 2nd
Motion carries with 9 approved and 2 against.

Spirited conversation continued on the lack of parking conversation with opinions/comments made 
both for and against.

One Board member supports the overall project and feels its a good fit for the space and 
neighborhood.

Street Trees
The Street Trees Committee met with Alder Rummel and she agreed to ask for a halt to the cutting of 
trees in the Jenifer Street Reconstruction zone not previously reviewed by MNA.

Rummel will take another look at the policy for tree replacement for Emerald Ash Borer trees.

Green Spaces:
Tuesday, May 24, 9am, Jenifer and Thornton- Green Spaces is hosting a count of Ash trees. Save the 
Trees campaign will move forward.

Arts:
Poetry grant application got pulled while the city developed guidelines for the project. While MNA did 
not get the grant, the city rolled the poetry in sidewalk project into the overall reconstruction budget.

Festivals:
Waterfront is on June 11-12. MNA always has a table. We want to have more of a presence and pass 
the bucket. 
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Orton Park Festival: All bands are booked. 

We should be discussing the large volume of festivals happening in our neighborhood. This year, there 
is another festival happening at the same time as Orton Park, although we're not concerned about 
competition on this particular event. We should have a meeting with Wilmar, MNA and Common 
Wealth to discuss the issue of so many festivals now happening on the east side. 

Dandelion Dash will probably only offer the kids dash this year because Amanda learned the 5K run 
has no liability insurance. Bob Queen has directed Amanda to talk with an insurance agent, but getting
the longer run together at this point seems unlikely.

Neighborhood Enhancement:
Report included in President's report.

Communication:
No report.

Alder's Report:
None at this time

John moves to approve the April minutes. 
Renee 2nd

All approved.

Amanda moved adjournment.
Colleen 2nd 
All approved. 
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