
 

Marquette Neighborhood Association (MNA) Board 
February 20, 2014 

Minutes 

Board Members Attending: Karyn Chacon, John Coleman, Carl Durocher, Colleen 
Hayes, Jack Kear, Ralph Kuehn, Lynn Lee, Chris Lukas, Mike Soref, Anne Walker 

Absent:  Michael Jacob, J. Cheema 

Others Attending:  Anya Firszt, Anette Hansen, Andre Lewis, Scott Kleinfeldt, Julie 
Spears, Hastings Cameron, Josh Swentzel, Adam Casey, Jordan Hosking, Chuck 
Strawser, Peter Wolff  

Chris chaired the meeting. 

Madison Police Update: 
Officer Andre Lewis is the liaison officer for the neighborhood and other east side 
neighborhoods.  He wants to hear from the neighborhood on quality of life issues as 
well as reports of incidents.  He also brought up bicycle skills events in schools (bike 
rodeo).  Contact information for Officer Lewis:  phone, 266-4248, and 
alewis@cityofmadison.com.  His backup for contact is Sergeant Scott Kleinfeldt. 

MNA Insurance 
Board members and most activities are covered by insurance.  The East Side Express 
(ESE) is not covered.  Cheema is looking into the additional cost of covering ESE. 

Committee Reports  

Arts 
Julie Spears gave the committee report. T-shirts for sale at the Chili Dinner were 
ordered.  Sharon Kilfoy has submitted an application the Madison Community for 
$15,000.  If awarded, one-third would go for the gateway tree, one-third for the mural, 
and one-third for the art fund endowment. Julie expects the Madison Community Fund 
to announce decisions by May.  Erika is working on the gateway tree, with the goal of 
installation in June.  The committee is working on the installation of the cement pad 
base of the tree. 

Values 
Lynn reported on preparation for the Chili Dinner.  Posters, food, and beer are lined up.  
The literature drop is set for February 22-23.  The North Westerns will be the band for 
the event.   It is unclear who chairs the Values Committee. 

Traffic 
Chuck Strawser reported on the South Capitol Transit Oriented Development (SCTOD) 
Steering Committee.  He represented the neighborhood.  SCTOD is a planning study for 
transportation near Lake Monona from Shore Drive to Blair St.  The study goals are 
recommendations for:  location of a bus station; connections from downtown across 
John Nolen Drive; configuration of Wilson Street; and reconfiguring the gateway 
intersections.  Chuck focused on the “hairball intersection” at Wilson, John Nolen, Blair 
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and Williamson.  He passed out a handout showing options for the intersection.  All the 
options will displease some.  He prefers options that divert car traffic via Hancock St., 
but those options might not be feasible.  All but one option retained the channelized 
right  (“flying right”) for traffic going east onto Williamson St.  Chuck opposes it but not 
strongly—he explained the pros and cons of the flying right.  The island protects 
pedestrians crossing Williamson St.  He supports a plan for a cycle track (two-way bike 
path separate from pedestrians and vehicles) in the 600 block of Williamson St., but 
there would be problems for bicycle traffic at the end of the cycle track at Blount St.  The 
last SCTOD public information meeting will be held on March 13.  The final meeting of 
the SCTOD Steering Committee will be on April 10.   It is expected that the SCTOD 
committee will vote on the proposals on April 10. 

East Side Express 
Anya Firszt reported on the Request for Proposals (RFP) for camp director.  Katherine 
Davey is the chair of the ESE Committee.  The MNA budget can support camp 
activities, hires of director and counselors, and insurance.  The projected start date is 
June 23.  Anya will mail the final of the RFP to the board.  The board will vote on it by 
email. 

(The board voted by email on the RFP on February 25-26.  The motion to approve 
passed unanimously.) 

Preservation and Development 
Mike gave the Preservation and Development Committee (P&D) report. 

Madison Water Utility.  Peter Wolff has followed the Madison Water Utility’s Paterson 
Street Operations Center Reconstruction.  This is a consultant led process to determine 
future of facilities located within the Marquette neighborhood.  Peter described the 
facilities, which are in three lots near Paterson and Main Streets.  The water utility will 
replace the administration building.  The consultant is developing options for its property 
in the neighborhood and on Olin St.  P&D needs guidance from the board for a 
neighborhood response to the options:  how much of the facilities should be located in 
the neighborhood, and what are the best uses for the water utility’s property in the 
neighborhood. 

Waiting Room.  P&D met on February 19.  The two items were the Waiting Room 
proposal for a bar/tavern at 1380 Williamson St., and the Rifken group development at 
706 Williamson St.  The P&D voted not to support the Waiting Room proposal for 1380 
Williamson St. at its meeting.  The vote was 4 to 3.   At the board meeting, Joshua 
Swentzel briefly described the proposal for a cocktail lounge.  The building is next to 
Grampa’s Pizza—Grampa’s Pizza customers could wait for their order at the bar.  
Joshua Swentzel, Hastings Cameron and Gilbert Altschul are partners in the business. 
Here are the discussion’s pros and cons. 

Pros: 
Joshua and Hastings are very competent and the bar is the kind of artisanal business 
that the neighborhood encourages.  The business would bring people to the 
neighborhood for Grampa’s Pizza, for other restaurants and for other businesses.  It will 



 

not be a bar for drunks, and will be low key and not intrusive.  Preserving buildings 
should not be the first priority of the neighborhood.  This location is the proposal before 
us and we should take it.  

Cons: 
The block would lose a historical building that is a residence.  The neighborhood needs 
to maintain affordable housing.  The building isn’t nearly in as bad shape as others on 
Williamson St.—a last ditch effort to save a building isn’t necessary.  Losing residents 
ultimately hurts businesses—it’s the mix of business and residents that is attractive to 
business and customers.  The P&D committee emphasized concern about the location 
of the business more than the concept, although some were not in agreement with that 
statement. 

Lynn moved to table to committee recommendation.  Jack seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  This motion sends the issue back to P&D.  P&D should get more 
details about hours of operation, music volume, etc.  In the discussion, it seemed that 
residents opposed the proposal, while business owners supported it. 

706 Williamson St.  The Rifken Group presented its proposal for a six-story mixed use 
building at the corner of Blount and Williamson at the P&D meeting.  The 706/710 
building would be demolished.  P&D did not make a recommendation about the 
proposal; it will meet on March 6 to consider the proposal. 

There was little to report about the 722 Williamson St. proposal.  The Baldwin Group is 
working on estimates and is not yet in contact with city staff.  Mike called for a meeting 
of the Traffic, P&D, and Parks committees with the city planner assigned to the Yahara 
River Parkway plan. 

Fundraising and Festivals 
Colleen gave the committee recommendation on hiring three individuals to serve 
collectively as Music Coordinator for the Orton Park Festival:  Dan Hobson, Katherine 
Davey, and Maggie Weiser.  The recommendation passed with 8 in favor and one 
abstention.  Ralph will be festival coordinator.  Dan Hobson and Katherine Davey will 
serve without pay. 
 
The music coordinators need guidance on changes, e.g., size and placement of stage 
before engaging bands.  Preparation for the festival is not behind schedule, but is 
behind on soliciting fundraising/sponsorships.  The next Fundraising and Festivals 
meeting is March 3. 
 
Parks 
Jack said that the next meeting is scheduled for February 26.  Agenda:  Yahara 
Parkway, and protocols for Central Park Events. 

Schools 
Karyn.  Lynn will assist Karyn on a fundraiser for snacks at Cargo Coffee.  The event 
will showcase East High’s jazz and spoken word classes 



 

Code of Conduct 
 Jack will check with Scott on a previous effort to write a code of conduct. 
 
Carl left. 
 
There was discussion about communication and the list serve changes. 
 
Approval of January Minutes 
Colleen moved to approve the minutes, Lynn seconded.  The motion passed with 6 
ayes and one abstention. 
 
Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee 
Cheema was absent.  She had sent a treasurers report to board members. 
 
Alder report 
Marsha Rummel did not attend the meeting. 

Adjournment:  Colleen moved to adjourn, Lynn seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:45. 

Submitted by Mike Soref, Secretary, MNA Board 
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