
 

Marquette Neighborhood Association (MNA) Board 
May 15, 2014 

Minutes 

Board Members Attending:  Karyn Chacon, Cheema, John Coleman, Colleen Hayes, 
Jack Kear, Ralph Kuehn, Lynn Lee, Chris Lukas, Mike Soref, Anne Walker 

Absent:  Michael Jacob, Carl DuRocher 
 
Others Attending: David Benforado, Michael Matty, Lindsey Lee, Jim Bower, Tom 
Bergamini, Peter Wolff, Chris Taylor, Gary Tipler, Marcia Rummel, Chris Taylor, Truly 
Remarkable Loon 
 
Chris led the meeting in Michael’s absence. 
 
Madison Police Update:  Officer Lewis did not attend. 
 
Committee Reports  
Preservation & development 
 
740 Jenifer St. Mike described the project and gave the committee recommendation.  
Michael Matty proposed renovation of the residence on the Jenifer St. side of the lot and 
construction of an apartment building in the portion of the lot on Williamson St.  The 
apartment building will not be taller than the houses nearby.  The committee 
recommendation was to support the project.  The recommendation was approved 
unanimously. 
 
722 Williamson update.   James Bower presented the revised design for the project.  
This version is 8 stories at its tallest point, 5 stories on Williamson St.  The new design 
includes one level of underground parking.   There are architectural changes at the 
midblock corner--wraparound glass.  Looking at it from the bike path side, the massing 
has been revised.  It is u-shaped with two stories in the middle.  The tower on the west 
and bike path side is 8 stories and the east side tower is 7 stories.  The additional cost 
of underground parking will lead to a request for more TIF.  Twenty percent of the units 
will be affordable housing. 
 
702 Williamson update.  The Landmarks Commission approved the Marty Rifken project 
application for a Certificate of Demolition at its meeting on May 5.  The next step for the 
neighborhood association is to weigh in at Plan Commission in June.  The next iteration 
of the letter will refer to zoning laws (site is zoned TSS-1) and community standards for 
development.  The neighborhood plan in effect is a recommendation, but does not have 
force of law.  John moved that MNA send a letter to the Plan Commission in opposition 
to the 702-706 Williamson St. project.  Anne seconded.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.  John will write the letter. 
 



 

MNA representative for city’s sale of the 800 south block E. Washington.  The 
committee will identify a neighborhood representative for the review committee 
 
Fund-Raising & Festivals 
Colleen gave the committee report.  The committee decided that the stage for the Orton  
Park Festival would be located in about the same place as last year.  The committee 
decided to pay Cycropia the fee that it had paid until a couple festivals ago.  Jesse 
Pycha-Holst will coordinate the jazz brunch.  Sally De Brue will sing at the jazz brunch. 
 
Arrangements for the Waterfront Festival have been made. 
   
Richard Slone will be contracted as fundraiser. A memorandum of understanding has 
been drafted. There will be a common document so people could approach potential 
sponsors without multiple contacts to sponsors. 
 
There was a discussion of volunteer coordinators for the Waterfront and Orton Park 
Festivals.  Colleen will coordinate volunteers for the Orton Park Festival. 
 
Central Park Sessions.   Bob Queen asked for a sponsorship from MNA of $250 for 
each session.  The discussion moved into a discussion of reciprocity with Greater 
Williamson Area Business Association (GWABA).  GWABA could have a table at the 
MNA festivals and MNA could get a table at the Central Park Sessions.  John moved 
that MNA pursue the Central Park sessions’ reciprocity with tables at Orton and 
Waterfront.  Anne seconded.  The motion passed with 8 ayes and one abstention. 
 
Values  
Lynn had previously summarized committee activity in a message to the board. 
 
Membership: No report. 
 
Arts 
Jack reported that completion of the gateway tree is expected in July.  The tree will be 
installed in soil within a retaining wall. 
 
Schools 
Karyn said that the next event will be an open mike at Cargo Coffee on June 6.  
 
Parks & Gardens 
The letters voted on at the last board meting were revised and ready for Michael to 
send.  Bill Jolin (Willy Street Park) asked for additional funds, since expenses have 
increased. 
 
Traffic 
Additional communications to SCTOD (South Capitol Transit Oriented Development).  
Chuck Strawser reported on a proposal by Tim Anderson for Law Park and the John 
Nolen/Blair/Wilson/Williamson intersection that called for adding parkland and putting 



 

that part of John Nolen Drive underground.  The board was not willing to support this 
proposal, but there was agreement that the board wanted a better solution than that 
proposed by the consultants.  John volunteered to send a message on behalf of the 
board to David Trowbridge.  The message would suggest an approach that involves 
small and immediate improvements to the intersection followed with additional planning 
to develop a more complete approach. 
 
Anne reported on discussion of Yahara River corridor issues in the May Traffic 
Committee meeting:  the stop signs at Main St. at the river; pedestrian crossings on 
Winnebago St.; and the potential path on the east side of the river.  There was concern 
that the path would become a transportation corridor. 
 
Thomas Woznick, City Parking Operations Manager, attended the meeting.  He 
described options for parking structures under consideration for the neighborhood.  He 
suggested that the neighborhood develop a plan for parking. 
 

State Representative Chris Taylor 
Rep. Taylor summarized the last legislative session and her role in the next elections for 
the state Assembly. 
 
Alder Report 
The city and the Local Food Committee will hold listening sessions on a public market 
for Madison.  The first session on the east side is on May 27 at Olbricht Park.  The 
public market may take the form of a public market, or a food district; the model helps 
determine the location.  The public market will probably not be located in the 6th District. 
Madison Water Utility.  The city and the water utility are looking into a variety of options 
in the area of the water utility administration building:  partnering with MG&E for storage 
space; buying property on East Main St.; giving up city right of way to make 
development possible.  Options will be presented to the Madison Water Utility board at 
a meeting in June. 
The Mobcraft Company is interested in space in the Allied Van Building, 825 E. 
Washington Ave.  It will eventually come to a Preservation and Development Committee 
meeting. 
An ad hoc Landmarks ordinance review committee led by alders will have its first 
meeting on May 28. This is a two-year project to revise the ordinance.  Each historic 
district has a separate text. 
 
There was discussion on ash trees.  People should email Marsha with their concerns. 
 
Code of Conduct  
Deferred to the mini-retreat. 
 
Board Mini-Retreat 
Topics for discussion and other details for the board mini-retreat were discussed. 
 
Approval of April Minutes 



 

Colleen moved to approve the minutes, Lynn seconded.  The motion passed with 8 
ayes and one abstention. 
 
Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee 
Cheema gave the April report.  MNA has about $96,000 in the bank.  Income in April 
was about $7,000 and expenses were about $15,000.  Advance payments to the bands 
for both festivals were about $20,000.   Mike moved to accept the report, Lynn 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Adjournment.  Lynn moved to adjourn, Anne seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00. 
 
Submitted by Mike Soref, Secretary, MNA Board 


