
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
April 21, 2016
Minutes authored by Amanda White

Board members in attendance:
Alex Nilvio Alexander Punguil Bravo, John Coleman, Jesse Pycha-Holst, Jack Kear, Renee Lauber, Lynn 
Lee, Dayna Long, Gary Tipler, Anne Walker, Amanda White

Police Report:
100 calls for service. Officer Lewis is looking into burglaries/muggings that have happened in and near 
the neighborhood and will report back to us.

President's Report:
None

Treasurer:
As of March 30, we have $98,000 in the bank. Major expenses in March were payments to five 
Waterfront bands for a total of $7875. Other income and expenses were related to the Chili Dinner, 
including $52 in memberships and $1,850 in sponsorships.

Traffic and Parking:
Metro staff has agreed to run all buses on Willy St. during the Jenifer Street reconstruction. They are 
using it as a pilot to consider keeping all buses on Willy permanently. Final approval for the pilot will 
happen at the Transit and Parking Commission meeting in May.

Anne is encouraging the city to paint line for parking on Jenifer Street after the construction is 
complete. Sharrows and signage for bikes allowing bikes to take the lane will be included as part of 
reconstruction.

Preservation & Development
Jesse moved to support The Paint Bar's (1224 Williamson St.) Class B Alcohol License and two four 
tops at the front side (Williamson St) of the property.

Renee offered a friendly amendment to include that the patio should close at 10pm, not allow 
smoking, and ensure no light crosses into neighboring properties, does not allow amplified music, and 
no more than 25% alcohol will be sold.

Jesse accepted the friendly amendment.

Jack 2nd. 

8 approved, 1 objected and 1 abstained
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Jesse moved to approve the Entertainment License for Robina Courtyard (829 E. Washington). 

John offered a friendly amendment to add that the outside music would be used through their own 
sound system. 

Jesse accepted the friendly amendment.

Jack 2nd

All approved.

Anne voiced a few concerns regarding the Marling Site project: a potential Sky Bar, lighting at the 
property, and the fact Parks Dept turned down an opportunity to maintain green space because of 
high cost.

MNA, neighbors, and Alder Marsha Rummel met with the Mayor to voice concerns about the 
emissions, smell, and machinery noise being generated by That BBQ Place. Outcomes of the meeting 
included:

• Staff will review policies for smokers in other Midwest cities
• Staff will review the equipment and noise at Brickhouse and Famous Daves
• Paul asked the City Attorney to review a similar Oscar Meyer order of complaint from 40 years 

ago
• Paul questions the City's ability to enforce any restrictions

Renee will write a thank you to the Mayor and Lynn will drop off copy to That BBQ Place to alert them 
to the neighborhood's actions. A copy will also be sent to ALRC. John relayed a neighbors concerns 
that they are violating their Planned Use Development permit.

Gib's is asking for alcohol allowed on the front porch, possibly standing room on the porch. The issue 
will be brought up at the May MNA P&D meeting.

Street Trees
Street trees representatives are being interviewed on WORT's 8oclock buzz on 4/22/2016. Loon has 
created a FB page related to the Street Trees Committee work = Madison canopy street trees.

Street Trees is working on engagement with MGE for funding underground wires. They are also 
working with James for the new hotel site to put a tree in the terrace.

Gary asked if MNA could pass through funds to protect street ash trees, since individual neighbors are 
not allowed to pay for treating/saving terrace trees in from of their homes. So far, the city has said no.

The Board agreed pursuing the saving of terrace trees is worth Street Trees pursuing. Marsha suggests 
it's worth fighting for because we're facing an ecological crisis. Gary reminded everyone that time is 
short as the trees will be cut down soon in anticipation of the Jenifer Street Reconstruction.
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MNA quickly need to pass a petition for saving terrace trees.

Green Spaces:
Green space were awarded a $500 to build Bat Houses in Yahara Place Park.

Arts:
The Arts Committee continues to help the Willy St. Coop do a mural. We've begun promoting an RFP 
for artists. Arts Committee is also pursuing the poetry in the sidewalk, but has encountered a few 
potential legal issues with the City Attorney's office. 

Festivals:
No report.

Neighborhood Enhancement:
Ann recommended treating Ash trees with Neem instead of chemicals. Neem is an organic, plant-
based application that is currently being used for trees in Orton Park. Jesse asked why the City isn't 
using Neem. John explained that we've asked the City to use Neem, but the City has already 
purchased bulk chemicals and we've gotten nowhere. In the Parks, MNA will have more flexibility in 
how we want the trees treated.

The Board is unclear as to which trees in the Yahara parkway we can adopt. Jack will call the Forestry 
Department. 

Renee suggested asking for clarification on the policy for adopting, the total number of ash trees in 
various parks, and the cost for treating the Ashes.

Gary explained that there aren't any trees worth keeping in BB Clark. Orton Park trees are taken care 
of. So, it's just Yahara River Parkway and Yahara Place Park that MNA should focus on.

Nick Schroeder mentioned that Tenney Lapham Neighborhood may have map of trees to be taken 
down in our parks.

Renee moved that MNA use the remaining funds in the general Neighborhood Enhancement grant 
pool to treat Ash Trees in the parks. 
Jesse 2nd 
All 10 approved.

Communication:
No report.

Alder's Report:
702 Williamson was at Plan Commission and approved. All agreed that the bike path facade should be 
more engaging to deter crime.
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Cosmos on E. Washington which includes Starting Block/Sector 67 and a possible music venue is 
beginning to move forward. Marsha will keep MNA updated.

The mayor wants to limit alcohol and coffee shops on State Street. He has stated that any outcomes of
his work on this could benefit Willy St. and Monroe St. in the future. Mark Wolf, head of City of 
Madison licensing, is coming to P&D to discuss at the May meeting.

Renee moved for approval of March minutes.
Jesse 2nd

9 approved, with 1 abstention

Jesse moved to approve adjournment
Anne 2nd

All approved.
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