
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
April 16, 2015
Minutes authored by Amanda White

Board members in attendance:
Lynn Lee, Jesse Pycha-Holst, Renee Lauber, Ce Ce Pollard, John Coleman, Cheema, Anne Walker, 
Jack Kear, Amanda White, Carl DuRocher, Colleen Hayes. 

Police Report:
Sgt. Alex Berkovitz has received several complaints about possible drug concerns at a residence in the 
neighborhood. Our neighborhood police officer is building a case and investigating. Sgt. Berkovitz 
can't disclose the address of the residence at this time. Neighbors shouldn't actively engage the 
residents of the home or put themselves in harm's way by trying to gather information. 

A neighbor suggested that there be increased police presence at BB Clark for Rhythm and Booms.

Lynn asked about the police department's plans for protests on Willy after announcement from DA 
regarding Tony Robinson decision. Sgt. Berkovitz said that there are already protocols and plans in 
place for the announcement.

President's report:
Wilmar/MNA neighborhood response meeting regarding police shootings in our neighborhood was a 
great success. 130 neighbors attended and 6 MNA Board members. Carl mentioned it was a good 
panel.

June 27 is confirmed for Rhythm and Booms. The event has been renamed Shake the Lakes and Vern 
Stenman is the new manager. Vern is partnering with Festival Foods and re-branding the entire event. 
The goal is to be a great community festival that is reflective of Madison and is also financially 
sustainable. 

Vern shared the plan for the event:
Sat. June 27 - Event starts at 5pm. The physical space of the event will be ½ size of last year since the 
2014 event felt too spread out. John Nolen from Broom Street to Blair will be shut down. Vern is 
partnering with the Majestic to put together live outdoor bands. One band is Charles Bradley and the 
other is Shovels and Rope. Mad Rollings Dolls is doing a demonstration on John Nolen. Mad Area 
Chefs doing a mini Yum Yum fest on John Nolen. Bike Polo and Uni-cycling will be performing. There 
will also be a kids area. The event will continue to be free admission. The fireworks will launch at 
10pm. Bike parking will be available under Monona Terrace. 

In May, Vern will unveil the best locations for viewing. BB Clark and Brittingham will have a good view. 
Morrison Park will probably not have a good view.
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Jack asked about lake clean up – MNA never got report last year regarding clean up. He requested it 
for 2015. Vern heard last year's clean up was successful and he wants to build an even better plan.

Marsha helped pass an ordinance about clean up. There will be a test run on every line of fireworks to 
avoid dud fireworks which cause the most pollution. The chemical that is the biggest concern is 
barium and this year's show will be barium free.

Stage will be on west side of Monona terrace facing west. There shouldn't be a high degree of noise 
pollution coming east, plus all the noise will be done at the conclusion of the fireworks. 

Treasurer Report:
We received $2,000 from the March chili dinner. We've also received $150 from the 50+ campaign. 

As of April 30, we have $67,000 in our bank account. 

Traffic Report:
Anne wrote the first grant for the Jenifer Street Reconstruction facilitation and was rewarded $2,300. 
One important question to be asked during this process is what do we consider a sustainable 
transportation project?

Big success: A Crossing Guard is now being placed at Thorton and Willy. The city is paying for this 
position. It has taken the traffic committee and the neighborhood years to achieve this. 

The State Historical Driveway letter was sent to DOA. John asked what needs to happen next. The City 
approved the driveway so now we should work with the state. Marsha suggested we talk to 
Representative Taylor. Engineering is supporting clean up of the green space. Lynn will call Chris Taylor 
and Amanda will talk to Bike Fed and bikies.

Membership and Communication:
Development of the new website is in progress. (NOTE: Shortly after this meeting, the website was 
launched). Cheema will look through archives and pick priorities out for including on the new website.

Preservation and Development:
MNA saved 1018 Willy from being torn down. The new owner came to our meeting to update us on 
the house. He is putting an addition on to the house. He is considering a future carriage house in the 
back. He has put in a new roof and siding. New windows are going in soon.

John asked how much a new foundation under the house. $20-25K will be the cost.

Anne asked if it's possible to have garden space in the yard for tenants. Brandon said there's plenty of 
space for a carriage house and a garden. Lynn suggested that Brandon come to P&D when he's further
along.

P&D voted 6-1 to support a temporary surface parking lot at 655 E Washington Ave.
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Curt Brink was in attendance. Marsha asked him what duration is “temporary.” Curt said probably 5 
years. There will be bike parking. 

Jesse moved that MNA approve the surface lot at 655 E. Washington.
Jack 2nd

Anne abstained and everyone else approved. 

P&D received the developers proposal for 906 Williamson Street only 2 days ahead of the committee 
meeting. The developers presented at P&D. There was a 2nd special P&D meeting this month to discuss
demolition specifically of the current house at 906 Willy. The meeting resulted in 5-3 to approve 
demolition pending increased green space and affordable housing. 4 people abstained. The developer 
is meeting with the Land Marks Commission for a 2nd time. The developer is expecting a vote at Land 
Marks. MNA should vote tonight if we want to send something to landmarks in anticipation of their 
vote. 

Marsha and John both mentioned that if we are going to approve demolition the project better be 
very good, and this project isn't that special. No affordability is included at this point. Marsha 
recommends we ask for delay of the project in order to have a larger neighborhood meeting for 
feedback on demolition. 

Some MNA Board members drew a parallel with the house saved at 1018 Willy St. Lynn explained that
this property is very different, due in part because of the condition and value of the property - 
$75,000 at 1018 Willy vs. $268,000 at 906 Willy. 

John talked about set backs and would like to see improvements.

John would advocates for making MNA's approval contingent on a set of specific guidelines for 
increased green space and affordable housing options.

Anne does not believe the current design is exceptional. 

The basement foundation is so far gone, the foundation will have to be re-poured.

Does this proposal conform to Build II Plan? Jesse believes it conforms entirely. This qualifies as an 
extreme case, half the building is slumping off the rest of the house. The main support beam has a 
large section missing. The foundation is too far gone.

Renee moved to oppose the demolition of 906 Williamson Street unless there are increased green 
space and affordable housing options. 

Jesse 2nd 
All approved. 
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John will write up affordable housing and green space guidelines and send out the letter by the end of
this weekend to the Board.

Green Spaces:
Avant is giving a free lecture on vernacular gardening for the everyday man or woman on 4/21. Jack 
will make a Facebook invite. 

The committee gave $300 to Willy Park for perennials. The also gave $250 for gardens and a shed at 
MNA gardens. The committee decided to drop the deadline for garden grants for remaining dollars. 
The committee is working with city engineering to do cleanup between Dickinson and Thorton. Work 
will iniclue extraction of the grape vine and other debris along bike path. Grass seed will be thrown 
down. Residents on 1500 willy will act as caretakers of the space.

John helps maintain Livingston and Paterson.  They've cleaned up tons of debris. The city is coming in 
with a chopper to clear out brush for this project.

Arts:
Lynn and Jack are trying to get this committee reorganized and bring projects to completion.

Festivals and Fundraising:
June 13-14 is Waterfront Festival. Bob Queen says in honor of the 50th anniversary, Bob's very close to 
raising $50K for events. Lynn wants the Board to do a beer shift at Waterfront. 

Carl wants to give kudos to Bob and Colleen for the amount of progress made at this point in the year. 
It seems to be a much smoother process over last year. 

Marquette Needs Assessment Working Group has met with over 10 groups. Cheema and Amanda met
to discuss recommendations. A report will be generated for the Board's consideration very soon.

Membership Drive:
Cheema is the new Membership Director as Ce Ce as resigned. 

Approval of March Minutes:
Colleen moves to approve the March minutes.
Cheema 2nd

All approved.

Alder Rummel's Report:
Emmanual Lutheran met with Marsha. Wilmar uses their parking lot and they've been very generous 
to Wilmar. The church is contemplating if they should sell the parking lot.

Marsha felt the WilMar/MNA neighborhood response meeting was one of the best public meetings 
she's been to.
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The community wants to do a memorial for Tony Robinson at the Skate Park and others want 
something at the house. 

There is a vacancy on Landmarks.

The community wants dog park. We could we use the railway where MGE owns the right of way. One 
Board members asked about extra space near railroad and central park for use of a dog park.
The city is sponsoring a Union Corners clean up the Saturday after earth day (April 25).

Anne asked about dark sky neighborhood for our neighborhood. Marsha suggested she talk to Al 
Martin.

Carl moved to adjourn the meeting
Jesse 2nd
All approved. 
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