
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
June 18, 2018 
 
Board Members Present:  J. Cheema, Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Katherine Davey, Colleen Hayes, Jack Kear, 
Robert Kobuch III, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Gary Tipler, Amanda White 
 
Absent: Michael Doyle Olsen 
 
Community attendees:  Officer Andre Lewis, Alder Marsha Rummel 
 

 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:05 pm. Renee will capture action items.  
 
Welcome and Introductions (7:05-7:06) 
 
Madison Police Department Report (7:06-7:16) 
 
Office Lewis reported fewer thefts by unknown persons because of unlocked doors and cars, however 
vandalism, threats and other crimes are up from 10% to 25% in our neighborhood. Officer reported that man 
who has been ringing doorbells in the neighborhood late at night is currently incarcerated (for a short term. It is 
critical that people who have experienced this – as well as any like issue—make a report to the police 
department. Crimes or concerns can only be solved when there is a paper trail. He also asked for our patience 
as he deals with a known drug house in the neighborhood. 
 
Officer Lewis also noted that he is addressing speeding concerns on E. Wilson. The speed limit is 25 and many 
cares are going that speed, which seems fast, because it is a bike boulevard. He will continue to monitor the 
situation. 
 
He asked for suggestions for good locations for a speed board to notify drivers of their speeds. Marlisa 
suggested Williamson at Eastwood on the in-bound side.  
 
Action item:  Lynn to put on a notice out on Facebook that neighbors should definitely report incidents to the 
police, no matter how minor, so a paper trail is created.  
 
Preservation and Development Update (7:17-7:32) 
The committee did not meet in June, but did participate in a public meeting at the Willy Street Coop about the 
new plan for Start Liquors. One person attended and he was very enthusiastic about it.  
 
The Board received an email from a homeowner about a garage. It was determined that this would be an 
appropriate issue for the Landmarks Commission, which handled outbuildings and small improvements.  
 
Lastly, Gib’s is proceeding with a patio with 30 seats. The Board recommended 16 seats earlier this year. Gib’s 
perspective is that the Board approved 30 seats for Working Draft. Discussion concluded with the Board 
agreeing to stand by its recommendation.  
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Traffic Committee (7:32-7:45) 
Marlisa reported that the John Nolen Blair intersection design is in front of Common Council this Tuesday for 
final approval.  It is almost certain the design will be approved. We are asking for an amendment to the design 
that requires Traffic Engineering to make changes to the design that will enhance non-auto service and safety.  
 
Marsha commented on the process and recommended edits to the letter (see attached). 
 
Renee moved to approve the letter. Cheema seconded. Vote taken. Approved.  
 
Next, the committee wrote a general letter to the Mayor and others last month asking for holistic 
corridor planning. This month, we are writing about it again, citing a "one-off" project on Winnebago. 
Our neighborhood has no opinion on the design, but we do not agree with the process of the piecemeal 
approach. 
 
Marsha commented on the impending appointment of Thomas Lynch as the City of Madison Transportation 
Director and suggested sending the letter to him as well. (see attached). 
 
Renee moved to approve the letter. Jack seconded. Vote taken. Approved.  
 
Action item: Marlisa to send two traffic letters to the appropriate City staff and representatives.  
  
Green Spaces Committee Report: (7:45-7:51) 
 
The committee is seeking support from the board to place three picnic tables on the bike path with the MNA 
logo. They have the tables already, but location not determined yet.  Board is in support of proceeding with 
planning.  
 
The committee would like to write a letter to the Parks department regarding resurfacing a section of the side 
walk at B.B. Clarke that is becoming hazardous for pedestrians.  Cheema will draft a letter and send to Board for 
approval via e-vote.  
 
Lastly, the committee will also draft a letter to City staff asking maintenance staff to mow grass in the parks in a 
way that does not damage tree roots.   
 
Action items:  Cheema will draft a letter to the Parks Department about the sidewalk at B.B. Clarke and to 
city about mowing grass in parks. She will submit it to the Board for e-vote. 

 
Treasurer’s Report (7:51-8:00) 
Renee reported that the Waterfront Festival did very well financially (alcohol sales were up 12%; we collected 
$4,466 in tips that will go right back into the neighborhood). Renee is sitting down with the accountant next 
week to finalize the books.  
 
Festivals, Enhancement & Art Committee Reports (8:01-8:11) 

Katherine gave an update on WaterFront Festival. It was incredibly well-attended and deemed a roaring 

success. Marlisa facilitated a debrief last week and Robert captured the results so that we may improve even 

more next year, particularly in the area of volunteer coordination and sponsor recognition. We have 36 extra t-

shirts. It was decided that Katherine would use them as sponsor and volunteer gifts.  

 



Amanda reported that planning for the Orton Park Festival auction is underway. She will send the Board a link 

to a spreadsheet in Google docs and asks that we all sign-up to contact a handful of businesses and individuals 

for donation.  

 

Jack asked how we might include new neighborhood businesses in our events and offered to lead an ad hoc 

meeting on the topic.  

 

No report from the Enhancement Committee. 

 

Jack reported from the Art Committee that he is going to look at the collection of Sid Boynum statues this week 

to possibly select a piece for McPike Park.  Lynn offered to help. 

 

Action items:  Amanda to send a link to the Orton Park Auction document to the Board. Jack to lead an ad 

hoc meeting about involving new neighborhood businesses in our festivals.  

 
Alder Report (8:11 – 8:30 pm) 
Alder Rummel commented on the Mayor’s alcohol moratorium. He is getting ready to establish a committee. 
She asked if we would want to have a seat at the table. We agreed that we would like a person from the 
neighborhood to be appointed to the committee to be part of the planning process. It was discussed that the 
letter discussed sending last February could be held until the committee is established.Jack offered to reach out 
to TLNA and SASY to let them know of our intention.  
 
Marsha also said she will be hosting a neighborhood meeting about Vintage Brewing wanting to open a 
business at the Cosmos, next door to the Sylvee. 
 
She also reported that there are some issues at Robinia with patio usage. Marlisa will attempt to find the 
minutes from that meeting a few years ago.  
 
Curt Brink would like to demolish a building at 924 E. Main in order to make a temporary surface lot for the 
hotel under construction on the Mautz site.  
 
The conversation about military airplanes at Truax continues. Marsha wrote a letter detailing the 
environmental impact of the chemicals used on the planes. She would like to see the county take responsibility 
for these issues. 
 
Jack asked about progress on the dog park proposal by Garver Feed Mill.  She had no information.  
 
Lastly, a proposal for food carts on private property was referred a t Plan Commission. Restaurant owners don’t 
like it as it may impact their business. Marsha will keep us up to date.  
 
Action item:  Jack to reach out to SASY and TLNA to let them know of our Board’s interest in shaping the 
conversation about the Mayor’s alcohol moratorium plan. He will postpone sending the letter that we 
discussed in February. Marlisa will attempt to find the minutes from that meeting a few years ago.  
 
President’s Report (8:30-8:37pm) 
 
Lynn had nothing to review. Cheema reported that she is going through old MNA documents and is finding 
information that is informing her review/revision of our bylaws and our articles of incorporation. She is 



reviewing the bylaws with two lawyers and will send the Board the document after their review. It is expected 
to be ready by our annual meeting in October.  
 
Approval of May minutes (9:24-9:28) 
Colleen made a motion to approve. Lynn seconded. Vote taken.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Action item:  Marlisa to post May minutes to MNA website.  
 
Review of Board Assigned Tasks (8:57-9:06pm) 
Marlisa reviewed assigned tasks and outstanding action items from prior meetings.  
 
From June: 

1. Lynn to put on a notice out on Facebook that neighbors should definitely report incidents to the police, 
no matter how minor, so a paper trail is created.  

2. Lynn talk to Alder Rummel about the Board/P&D’s position on Gib’s patio 
3. Marlisa to send two traffic letters to the appropriate City staff and representatives. 
4. Cheema will draft a letter to the Parks Department about the sidewalk at B.B. Clarke and to city about 

mowing grass in parks. She will submit it to the Board for e-vote. 

5. Amanda to send a link to the Orton Park Auction document to the Board.  

6. Jack to lead an ad hoc meeting about involving new neighborhood businesses in our festivals.  
7. Jack to reach out to SASY and TLNA to let them know of our Board’s interest in shaping the 

conversation about the Mayor’s alcohol moratorium plan. He will not send the letter that we discussed 
in February.  

8. Marlisa will attempt to find the minutes from the Robina patio meeting a few years ago.  
 
From May: 

1. Anita to send a letter to Street Use Committee about event parking.  

2. Lynn to find provide Anita with list of names of people on the committee.   
 
From April: 

1. Gary/P&D to send a letter about Working Draft to the Plan Commission before May 7th. DONE 
2. Gary/P&D to send a letter about I/O to the ALRC before this Wednesday, April 18th.  DONE 
3. Gary/P&D to send a letter about Alimentari to the ALRC before this Wednesday, April 18th. DONE 
4. Lynn to contact Jack about a board letter to the city re: the Mayor’s alcohol plan.  DECIDED NOT TO 

PURSUE 
 
From March: 

1. Robert to communicate to the board/community what the changes to the city’s neighborhood 
association website are recommended.  Still in progress.   DONE   

 
From February: 
 

1. We will establish an affordable housing sub-committee of P&D. Lynn and Cheema will write a letter to 
the other neighborhoods to join us in addressing this issue and updating a 2014 report.  Status:  Lynn 
has written the letter. Sub-committee is not off the ground yet.  Lynn will follow up on this.  

2. Marlisa will work on a date for a mixer/summit with SASY and TLNA.  Status:  Marlisa needs to resend  
a Doodle poll to neighborhood presidents and then to MNA members to get a date for late summer.  
 

Adjourn (9:32 pm) 
Lynn made a motion to adjourn; Robert seconded.  Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  



 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
MNA Board Secretary 
 
If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 
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June 18, 2018 
 
 
To:  Mayor Paul Soglin, Members of the Common Council, Thomas 

Lynch 
 
From:  The Marquette Neighborhood Association Board 
 
RE:   Blair-Nolen-Williamson-Wilson Proposal for Traffic Plan Improvements 
 
 
Dear Mayor, Alders and Mr. Lynch: 
 
As you might imagine, the Marquette Neighborhood Association is disappointed with the PBMV and Board of 

Public Works approvals of the design Blair-Nolen-Williamson-Wilson 

 

We continue to believe that the alterations to the plan have not gone far enough to comply with the visions for 

the City of Madison and the Marquette Neighborhood in terms of safety, walkability and sustainability.  

 

We realize the likelihood of this plan meeting your approval at the June 19th meeting is likely. Our neighborhood 

would like to the City adopt the plan only with condition of the following amendment:  

 

The City of Madison Traffic Engineering Department will make recommendations to the Common Council 

to improve the Plan by incorporating elements in the design to support all modes of transportation 

equitably. This should include, but not be limited to, optimized timing of signals to serve and encourage 

pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

We understand the need for a high level of service for automobiles at this intersection. But that need must be 

balanced fairly with the needs of hundreds of non-drivers who use that intersection every day. They also deserve 

a high-level of service and safety.  

 

We ask that this request be appropriately funded and delivered in a timely fashion. 

 

Be it finally resolved that City Engineering and City Traffic Engineering will make recommendations to the 

common council to enhance the Plan by incorporating elements in the design to support all modes of 

transportation equitably.  This should include, but not be limited to, optimized timing of signals to serve and 

encourage pedestrians and cyclists and expanding the project to include plans for the Williamson/Jenifer 

intersection as part of future reconstruction. 

 

We are eager to see the City of Madison meet the challenge of visionary transportation planning. 

 

Sincerely, 
Lynn Lee, President 
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
 
Cc:   Chris Petykowski 

MNA Traffic Committee 
 MNA Board Members 
 SASY Board President – Brad Hinkfuss 
 TLNA Board President – Patty Prime 
 TLNA Traffic Committee Chair – Jonny Hunter 

 

 

http://marquette-neighborhood.org/
http://marquette-neighborhood.org/


 
June 18, 2018 
 
 
 
 
To:  Alder Marsha Rummel, Rob Phillips, David Dryer, Thomas Lynch, Christy Bachmann,  

Yang Tao, Jim Wolfe 
From:  The Marquette Neighborhood Association Board 
RE:   Winnebago/Bashford and Corridor Planning 
 
 
Earlier this month, we wrote to you advocating for more intentional corridor transportation planning and 

fewer piecemeal projects.  We cited a number of distinct but highly interrelated projects that, in part 

because they are “stand alone,” address only a fraction of the needs and concerns of the area and 

perpetuate the status quo.  

 

Among the projects we cited is the Winnebago near Bashford project that the Mayor vetoed in May. 

We understand that a new plan (Plan 1B) is under consideration. 

 

We do not support moving forward with Option 1B or any other option for Winnebago from 2nd 

to Bashford without an adopted plan for Winnebago from Riverside to Bashford including 

Schenk's Corners.  

 

Additionally, we are not in support of the process by which Option 1B is being proposed, which seems 

to circumvent additional neighborhood involvement on this issue. 

 

We recommend placing the current proposal on file and focusing instead on planning for the corridor 

as a whole. We urge the City of Madison to plan for all projects in the corridor intentionally, holistically 

and in a manner that appropriately engages the neighborhood’s residents and businesses. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Lee, President 

Marquette Neighborhood Association 
 

Cc:   MNA Traffic Committee 
 MNA Board Members 
 SASY Board President – Brad Hinkfuss 
 TLNA Board President – Patty Prime 
 TLNA Traffic Committee Chair – Jonny Hunter 
 GWABA President 
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