
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2017 
 
Board Members Present:  J. Cheema, Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Katherine 
Davey, Colleen Hayes, Jack Kear, Robert Kobuch III, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Michael Doyle Olsen, 
Gary Tippler, Amanda White 
 
Absent: No one 
 
Community attendees:  Seth Jovaag, John Coleman, Marcia Rummel, Mark Sannito 
 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:09 pm. 
 
Welcome and Introductions (7:09-7:11) 
 
Madison Police Department Report (7:11-7:12) 
Monday is Officer Andre Lewis’ day off. Lynn said he would email Officer Lewis and see if he could send 
someone in his stead. Marsha suggested we email the Neighborhood Policing Captain to ask him to assign 
someone to attend our monthly meeting. 
 
Action item: Lynn to email the Neighborhood Policing Captain to ask him to assign someone to attend our 
monthly meeting. 
 
Traffic Committee (7:12-7:17) 
 
Marlisa reported on the 12/20/17 public meeting on the proposed Winnebago/Riverside bike crossing. Nearly 
50 people attended the meeting. Many people commented on the existing complexity at that intersection 
which makes it dangerous for people, bikes and cars. Many stated that cars pick up speed and seem to be 
“anticipating” the “speedway” ahead (Eastwood) and not focusing on the actual intersection. There was 
concern that a new bike crossing will do nothing to increase safety. 
 
Despite the committee’s success in getting crossing flashers at Thornton & Williamson, a neighborhood man 
was hit by a car and badly injured in front of Mickey’s 10 days ago. Also, a little boy was hit while biking across 
Division on the bike path two days ago. Thankfully, he is fine. The Traffic Committee is committed to continuing 
to partner with SASY to lobby the city to attend to the safety issues in the corridor with a holistic solution. 
 
Action item:  Colleen to send the information about the injured man’s GoFundMe site for those on the board 
who as individuals may be interested in helping him with medical costs.  
 
Preservation and Development Update (7:18-8:00) 
Gary reported on the upgraded Future Land Use (FLU) Map which is available digitally and communicates what 
is now and what would be approved in the future. The P&D committee is concerned. There are new thresholds 
and it doesn’t appear the map was designed with much consideration of our historic districts, the Build II plan 
or the small scale residential in the neighborhood. In some areas densities are proposed to be doubled. The 
committee has a lot of questions for the Plan Commission. Time frame is to finalize this part of the plan by end 
of summer.  
 

http://marquette-neighborhood.org/


Renee made a motion to send a letter to the City of Madison with two friendly amendments included; Cheema 
seconded it.  
 

Our goal is for future development of the Marquette neighborhood to maintain the 
neighborhood's character and scale and to continue to offer a variety of housing options to 
fit residents' needs. We value our neighborhood as a cultural and historical asset to the City 
of Madison and feel the draft FLU fails to protect some of our most desirable qualities. 
Therefore, we are requesting that the FLU scales back its proposed increases to density and 
height guidelines in the draft FLU within the Marquette neighborhood.  We also request 
that the city communicate to the MNA Preservation & Development Committee who the 
FLU plan impacts of supports the MNA Historical Preservation Plan; Build 1; Build 2; and 
Isthmus 2020.  

 
Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Lastly, last month’s letter from the Board to the ALRC regarding the Tiny Tap and Café Coda was sent. Both 
were approved at the City Council.  

Action items:   Gary to draft the letter to the Plan Commission; Marlisa to provide wording; Robert to link the 
aforementioned documents on the MNA website; Cheema to share an electronic version of an affordable 
housing document she worked on with many leaders from other neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood Enhancement: (8:00-8:09) 
The committee met a few weeks ago about the high school scholarship.  For the past few years MNA has asked  
East HS to select scholarship winners. This situation leaves out neighborhood kids who attend Shabazz and 
other high schools. The committee will make an MNA specific application and post it on our website. East will 
continue to prescreen their applicants. Committee has decided to consider giving one larger scholarship rather 
than two smaller ones. The application will have neighborhood volunteer participation as one of the selection 
criteria. 
 
The committee is planning a winter event on 3/3 or 3/10. Last year, the annual Chili Dinner was replaced with a 
Chili Disco and it wasn’t much of a success. Anita is hoping to create a more with kid-friendly, community-
building event. She asked for help coordinating and for connecting with young families. Connecting with TLNA, 
SASY and an eastside babysitting coop was suggested.   
 
Katherine is going to tackle the MNA monthly e-updates, our Mail Chimp account, which as been stagnant.  
Robert brought up that the board needs to codify the information that must be passed on to new members. 
This includes passwords, access to the list-serv and social media and ownership of our website server. 
 
Action items:  Katherine to take on administering our Mail Chimp; Robert to get track down access to our 
web server.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (8:10- 8:14 pm) 
Renee reported that donations are STILL trickling in from the October mailing. Our subscription to Quickbooks 
went down from $50 to $30. Katherine has done a great job with sponsorships for festivals. Renee said we are 
getting prepared to pay taxes. She sat down with Wil-Mar to look into the increase of permit and policing costs 
for the festivals. Would it be possible to have officers start at 5pm rather than 1pm? Could we hire officers at a 
lower pay grade or from the county? 
 
Action item:  Renee to continue to discuss ways to reduce permit and policing costs. 
 



Green Spaces Report (8:14-8:17 pm) 
First meeting was 1/16/18. Jack brought up that the board awarded a grant to the Blair Street Garden to 
remove a boulder but we never issued a check. Renee will have to accrue for it so we can pay their landscaper 
in the spring. It will be about $250.  
 
Festivals Report (8:17-9:00 pm) 
Lynn made a motion to oppose the approval of any new festival proposed for any time prior to the traditional 
festival season and that requires street closing or allows alcohol sales. He proposed the exact same motion that 
SASY passed earlier this week. Marlisa seconded it. 
 
The discussion touched on park policies. What is the criteria for getting a permit for an event in a public park. 
Could the neighborhood be involved in establishing criteria if there isn’t any? Board discussed concern about 
closing streets and budget impact of rerouting buses. Lynn shared a tally created by Wil-Mar that shows that 
our neighborhood has 27 days of music festivals from June 9th until September 15th.  Renee emphasized 
festival fatigue and suggested a friendly amendment.  
 
Motion proposed was this:   
 

In order to address the issue of festival fatigue, the MNA Board opposes the approval of any new 
festival in our neighborhood that requires street closings, park usage or allows alcohol sales until 
the start of the festival season in 2019 and until MNA has developed criteria, in partnership with 
SASY, for the approval of such new festivals in our two neighborhoods. 

 
Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Lynn proposed a second motion, also passed by SASY about the any new or existing festivals 
 

In addition, the MNA Board is opposed to the creation of a new festival or requests for 
additional dates from any existing festivals that would occur prior to the traditional kick-off of 
the festival season (which in 2018 is the weekend of 9/9 and 9/10). 

 
Based on feedback from the neighborhood and the 1/3/18 neighborhood meeting, concerns include: 
 significant rerouting of bus service,  
 emergency vehicle access,  
 conflicts with established neighborhood events that weekend - Fruit Fest and the MNA Garage Sale 
 overcrowding/lack of parking 
 too many events in the neighborhood/festival fatigue 
 -lack of local business support (attach Marsha's email regarding her research and letter from Red Sage 

opposed). 
 
Vote taken. Ten in favor; none opposed. Two abstentions. Motion passed. 

Action items: Lynn to draft a letter with the two motions passed tonight to send Marsha who will distribute 
to all appropriate stakeholder; Lynn to talk to Gary at Wil-Mar about writing his own letter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Alder Report (9:00-9:07 pm) 
Alder Rummel reported the city is voting in two days to approve eight new police officers. This action is in 
response to a recommendation by an outside consultant. She said she has received 10 emails, but is looking for 
input as to what needs the officers should address. Guns, opioid crisis, violence de-escalation and mental 
health support were suggested.  
 
Lynn made a motion to continue this discussion after meeting adjournment; Colleen seconded. Vote taken. 
Motion passed. 
 
President’s Report (9:07- 9:08 pm) 
Nothing to report 
  
Approval of November minutes (9:08-9:10) 
Marlisa made a motion to approve. Anita seconded. Vote taken.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Action item:  Marlisa to post December minutes and January agenda to MNA website.  
 
Review of Board Assigned Tasks (9:10-9:11pm) 
Marlisa reviewed outstanding action items. All have been completed save for two: 
 
**From November meeting:  
Katherine reported that Liz Lauer upped her commitment to Orton Park Festival and the committee is looking 
for a way to enhance her company’s presence. Other realtors are also sponsors so the committee wants to be 
sensitive. One idea is a named scholarship for East High School. Concerns that this may cannibalize 
contributions to existing scholarships was shared. Action item: the board asked the Festivals and Fundraising  
to make a recommendation and bring to board for an e-vote.   
 
**From Board Retreat (11/1/17): Lynn to contact Jackie’s about the trees  
A brief conversation about MNA Board’s role on being arbiter between business neighbors. Anita suggested we 
clarify our role.  Action item:  add this to future meeting agenda.  
  
Adjourn (9:12pm) 
Lynn made a motion to adjourn; Anita.  Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
MNA Board Secretary 
 
If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 
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