
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
February 19, 2018 
 
Board Members Present:  J. Cheema, Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Katherine 
Davey, Jack Kear, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Michael Doyle Olsen, Gary Tipler 
 
Absent: Colleen Hayes, Robert Kobuch III, Amanda White 
 
Community attendees:  Steve Stein, Lindsay Lee, Dave Mollenhoff, Ginny Jenkins (SASY), Patti Prime (TLNA), 
John Coleman, Anne Walker, Delfina Florencio-Morales (Madison Metro), Mick Rusch (Madison Metro) 
 
 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:05 pm. Renee will capture action items. Meeting opened with 
acknowledgement of two e-votes passed by the board since the last board meeting. 
 

1. Motion from Finance Committee to approve filing Form 990-EZ, Return of Organization Exempt 
from Income Tax for 10/1/2016 - 9/30/2017.  Passed unanimously by e-vote.  
 

2. Motion from the Traffic Committee the MNA Board support the Traffic Safety Petition started 
by a group of concerned members that asks the City of Madison to expand the scope of 
this Riverside/Winnebago reconstruction project to appropriately address the safety issues in 
the corridor from Rogers/Williamson to Schenk’s Corners.The board would like to see the 
following concerns addressed. 

  
• High-volume automobile traffic and chronic speeding 
• Flagrant violation of traffic signals 
• Multiple points of conflict along paths and sidewalks for bikes, pedestrians and bus 

patrons 
• Insufficient lighting in important intersections 
• Safety for school children coming from three different neighborhoods 
• Storm water run-off and river health 

 
Welcome and Introductions (7:06-7:07) 
 
Madison Police Department Report (7:08-7:12) 
Last month saw the typical type of neighborhood crime --thefts and burgleries, mostly from unlocked doors, 
windows and cars. Also, six construction site thefts and a Bandung break-in. But also, two weapon violations, 
one was MadCats window being shot out.  Office Lewis asked about the Pursuit of Happiness festival. Renee 
explained what she knew from the park committee meeting. He also asked about complaint he has receive 
about trucks near Schoepps, perhaps due to construction with Krupp.  
 
Preservation and Development Update (7:13-8:00) 
Gary reported on a recent meeting focused on the need for affordable housing. About three years, a group 
from MNA, TLNA, SASY, Commonwealth Development, GWABA and others convened to work the with city to 
address this issue in our neighborhoods. They got input from the city, looked for developers willing to pilot 

http://marquette-neighborhood.org/


programs and set goals. It feels like there is fresh urgency around this issue. Gary suggests a sub-committee be 
established to work across associations and start with updating a 2014 report.  
 
Renee motioned to establish the sub-committee and invite other organizations to join the effort; Jack 
seconded. Vote taken. Motion carried.  Action item:  Board will write a letter to the other neighborhoods to 
join us. Lynn and Cheema to work on this together.  
 
Gary reported on the Mayor's alcohol moratorium and initiated a discussion of how it may impact on our 
neighborhood. Participants discussed if we should request that our neighborhood or a portion of it be added to 
the planning area.  If alcohol is restricted downtown, where will demand for new restaurants and bars go? The 
1994 neighborhood plan brought up concerns about a proliferation restaurants and bars. The consensus, much 
like with the festivals discussion, is that we would like the city to include the neighborhood and/or MNA in the 
planning and offer us some assistance to understand the impact of alcohol-dependent businesses on our 
neighborhood.   
 
Marlisa made a made a motion that the board draft a letter to the Mayor to ask that our neighborhood be 
included early and actively in the planning and decision-making. Anita seconded it. Vote taken. Motion passed. 
 
Write to the Mayor. Common council. Jack will write it. Send to other hood; GAWBA.  
Marlisa motion. Anita second.  
Vote taken. Unanimous. Motion passed 
 
Action item:  Jack will draft a letter to the Mayor and  Common Council and will send it to the other 
neighborhoods and GWABA in order to invite them to join us.  
 
Gary gave us an update on the Comprehensive Plan, which the city is required to prepare every 10 years. The 
planning department had three meetings with the P&D committee. David Mollenhoff assisted with interpreting 
the city’s draft. The main impact of the new plan on our neighborhood includes: 
 

1. Increased density overall – almost double what it is currently  
2. Significantly increasing the heights of buildings.  Some on Willy will be 5-6 stories. 
3. Our neighborhood seems to be disproportionately affected. 
4. Will affect our neighborhood the most. 
 

Robust conversation about how maintaining or historic district and the character of our neighborhood will be 
possible with this much denstity proposed. In David’s opinion. This plan represents a massive character 
transformation.  He talked about how this plan feels a threatening as the 1970s plan that spurred development 
of the MNA in the first place. He suggested this plan deserves the board’s careful attention and the we be vocal 
with the City Council. 
 
The P&D committee identified some things that are reasonable and worth fighting for and correspond the the 
generally accepted practice that things scale up in height toward E. Washington and scale down toward the 
lake. John Coleman volunteered to compare the draft plan to the BUILD II plan. Marsha is looking into hosting 
a neighborhood meeting. Discussion about using social media to get the word out in the neighborhood.  
 
Marlisa made a motion that the P&D committee write a letter to the Plan Commission expressing the Board’s 
concern about the high densities proposed for the neighborhood. Lynn seconded. Vote taken. Motion passed.  

 
Action item:  Gary write a letter to Plan Commission.  
  
  



Traffic Committee (8:20-8:34) 
 
Mick Rusch was in attendance from Madison Metro. He reported that the cit received a federal grant and will 
receive three elecrtric uses in 2020. There is a directive from the mayor to have half of the city’s fleet electric 
by 2035. City is making some headway with buses being overcrowded and off schedule. Articulated buses with 
more capacity is one avenue being explored. Also, the city has received another grant to build another facility 
that will garage 70 buses. Hope is that in the near future there will be enough buses that a schedule won’t be 
required. Riders could just expect a bus every 15 min. City is looking at smart cards for bus passes that may be 
reloaded electronically. 
 
Marlisa reported that the Traffic Committee has been busy. Resurfacing of the Winnebago/Riverside 
intersection has been postponed until 2019 so the 200+ signatures on the petition a group of neighbors started 
will be packaged up and sent to Alder Rummel, but the urgency has ebbed. The committee has been 
collaborating with SASY on the two projects in their neighborhood on Winnebago in order to help guide a 
holistic discussion with the city about that street. Members of the committee have been visiting the offices of 
members of City Engineering and Traffic Engineering in order to build rapport and get updates.  
 
Additionally, Marlisa mentioned that she has met with Patty Prime, TLNA,  and Brad Hinkfuss, SASY. It has felt 
great to collaborate. She is working with Lynn to organize a tri-board summit/mixer.  
 
Neighborhood Enhancement: (8:34-8:42) 
 
Anita reported on the MNA Scholarships that East High has been handling for us.  The MNA will be establishing 
a scholarship selection committee with one current and two former board members who do not have kids in 
grades 4K-12. The new process gives the board more ability to consider kids who are not East students and to 
screen for criteria that the committee has determined to be important – volunteer work/contribution to the 
neighborhood, for example.  The committee will develop a scoring rubric. Cheema volunteered to help with 
this rubric. The committee has also determined that may exercise freedom to award one (double the amount ) 
scholarship instead of awarding two.  They will want to promote the availability of scholarships at upcoming 
festivals. 
 
Also, Anita reported that their attempt at winter event fell apart for 2018. The will plan for an event the first 
Saturday in 2019.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (8:42- 8:45 pm) 
Renee reported that we our 990s and 1099s are filed and year-end financials are complete. We have moved to 
the accrual method. Renee will electronically send out a quarterly report to the board. Our next statement of 
activity with be March. We have $100K in the bank.  
 
Green Spaces (8:45-8:47 
Cheema reported the committee had a fantastic first meeting last month. They prioritized and summarized. 
They will share more at the March board meeting.  
 
Festivals Report (8:47-9:00 pm) 
Katherine reported that the festivals have $36,200 in sponsorship right now, which is great. There is a 
possibility of about another $7K from smaller past sponsors that we haven’t been able to connect with yet It 
has been a challenge to book the Waterfront Cottonwood Stage, which was never a budgeted expense. A 
booking budget of $2000 is a challenge. Committee is hoping for a Dane Arts Grant and a $2k donation from 
GWABA.   
 



Katherine also reported that they are working with some higher-level donors on creating/naming their own 
scholarships, which will offer great visibility and neighborhood connections. She asked the board for their 
support as she pursues setting up “named” scholarships with donors that will not interfere with the fundraising 
for our MNA scholarships. Lynn made a motion to support this. Jack seconded. Vote taken motion passed.   
 
Katherine described how the festivals are a tri-part effort among businesses, organizations and community 
members. 
 
Cheema added that she would like to form a group to address affordable housing.. 
 
Action item: Katherine to resend the list of smaller past sponsors; board to respond with anyone they know 
or can assist with reaching out to; Katherine to work on creating “named” sponsorships for higher-profile 
donors.  
 
Alder Report (9:00-9:00 pm) 
Alder Rummel was not in attendance.  
 
President’s Report (9:00- 9:08 pm) 
Lynn asked if there is a better way to put out call for agenda items since the agenda has to go out five days in 
advance of our meeting. No consensus. Reminder that invitations to outside speakers need to be triaged by 
Lynn,  
 
Lynn updated the board on the TLNAs discussions with the city and Big Top Productions and proposed 
expansion of use at Breese Stevens. The TLNA has expressed concern with the length and terms of the 
proposed lease the city is offering to Big Top. The TLNA has asked the MNA board for our support of their 
position. Renee made a motion that the Board write a letter of support to the Park Commission. Jack seconded 
it. Vote taken. Motion carried. 
 
Action item: Lynn to send a letter of support to Madison Parks Commission. 
 
Approval of January minutes (9:08-9:10) 
Marlisa made a motion to approve. Renee seconded. Vote taken.  Passed unanimously. Action item:  Marlisa to 
post January minutes and agenda to MNA website.  
 
Review of Board Assigned Tasks (9:10-9:11pm) 
Renee reviewed tasks from this meeting: 
 
Jack to write a letter to the Mayor about the alcohol policy.  
Action item:  Jack will draft a letter to the Mayor and  Common Council and will send it to the other 
neighborhoods and GWABA in order to invite them to join us.  
 
Action item:  Board will write a letter to the other neighborhoods to join us. Lynn and Cheema to work on 
this together.  
Marlisa made a motion that the P&D committee write a letter to the Plan Commission expressing the Board’s 
concern about the high densities proposed for the neighborhood. 
Action item: Katherine to resend the list of smaller past sponsors; board to respond with anyone they know 
or can assist with reaching out to; Katherine to work on creating “named” sponsorships for higher-profile 
donors.  
 
Micahle post comp plan on FB and lis serve with link ASAP 
Gary P&D leter and evote before 3/2 



Set date for sumitt. 
Kath list cats and dogs.  
 
Marlisa reviewed outstanding action items from prior meetings. All have been completed save for two: 
From January: 
 
Action item:  Renee to continue to discuss ways to reduce permit and policing costs.  

Action items: Lynn to draft a letter with the two motions passed at January Meeting to send Marsha who will 
distribute to all appropriate stakeholder; Lynn to talk to Gary at Wil-Mar about writing his own letter.  

 
 
 
 
**From Board Retreat (11/1/17): Lynn to contact Jackie’s about the trees  
A brief conversation about MNA Board’s role on being arbiter between business neighbors. Anita suggested we 
clarify our role.  Action item:  add this to future meeting agenda.  
  
Adjourn (9:12pm) 
Lynn made a motion to adjourn; Anita seconded.  Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
MNA Board Secretary 
 
If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 
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