
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
August 20, 2018 
 
Board Members Present:  Stephen Burgess, Colleen Hayes, Jack Kear, Anita Krasno, Lance Lattimer, Renee 
Lauber, Lynn Lee, Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Gary Tipler 
 
Absent: J. Cheema, Katherine Davey, Robert Kobuch III 
 
Community attendees:  Anne Walker, Justice Castenada (Commonwealth Development), Officer Damien 
Figueroa, John Coleman 
 

 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:03 pm.    
 
Welcome and Introductions (7:03-7:04) 
 
Madison Police Department Report (7:04-7:10) 
Overall, calls for service have risen for the last month. Increase in burglaries and thefts from locked and 
unlocked vehicles and of bicycles. Also, a drug arrest was made at a known drug house on the 1100 block of 
Jenifer Street. The police department will continue to monitor. We discussed working with the Parks 
Department and city attorney on signs to post at Orton Park that state a ban on openly carrying guns at the 
event. This effort is in response to an attendee of La Fete openly carrying. We also discussed security on the 
bike path by mounted control on the weekends.  
 
Action item:  Lynn will remind neighborhood to protect themselves from theft by locking their homes and 
vehicles.  
 
Justice Castaneda Director of Common Wealth Development speaks of future collaboration with MNA and 
answers questions. (7:11-7:20) 
Justice shared playbills from some of the early Willy Street Fair events that he found in the Commonwealth 
basement. He reviewed the organization’s origin story in the neighborhood, sharing how the vision of 
Commonwealth – to buy property, not start programs, in order to create economic vitality—was instrumental 
to revitalization in the 1980s.  MNA was integral to this. In fact, the it was mandated that half of the CWD board 
had to be comprised of MNA board members. They own 111 units of affordable housing in the neighborhood 
and their work is now city-wide and encompasses business incubators, houses and apartments, office space 
and a youth mentorship program. Only 7% of their fundraising goes to administration.  
 
Justice shared that their newsletter has become very expensive. They are working on an online ‘zine and may 
see if they can produce some printed copies to distribute in neighborhood businesses quarterly. Renee asked 
for a printing estimate to see if MNA can help with that cost. Justice would love to enhance the close 
relationship between the two organizations.  
 
Action item: Renee to receive printing estimate from Justice. 
 
 
 
 

http://marquette-neighborhood.org/


Preservation and Development Updates (7:20-7:30) 
A quiet month for P&D. Gary reported on the proposed demolition of a garage at 924 E. Main Street that is 
built on contaminated land. Alder Rummel has gone to bat to keep the garage intact and is was not at our 
meeting because she was at Plan Commission attending to this.  
 
O’So Brewing would like to open a taproom at 306 S. Baldwin behind Underground Butcher on Willy Street. 
They will come to the P&D meeting in September.  Cocovaa is moving into the Marling. Grandpa’s outdoor 
seating is referred to September ALRC.  
 
Action item:  Gary will draft a statement about the types of projects we expect to come before P&D and 
those the committee does not weigh in on (garages, for example). Renee will post to our website. 
 
Enhancement Committee (7:30-7:50) 
 
Anita reported that there are two grants that have to dispersed by the end of the year -- $5000 in Special Needs 
and $1100 in Enhancement Grants.  The committee has decided to continue to focus on our schools. She 
reported that a handful of Lapham teachers have GoFundMe sites for classroom supplies- everything from 
hand sanitizer to diversity literature.  
 
She said she had spoken the principals and the PTG and the committee would like to donate sets of books to 
classrooms so that teachers can assign the same book to a group of kids. It was discussed that it would be nice 
to purchases those books through a local bookseller (Room of One’s Own) and to maybe have a stamp that 
notes the book as donated by the MNA.  It was noted if the committee is going to continue to focus on schools 
that the guidelines for dispersing money (by October) may need to change to better align with the school 
calendar.  
 
Anita offered that we disperse all of the special needs money and some of the enhancement grant money to 
the three schools for books. Anything left over will go toward a video project in honor of MNA's 50th 
anniversary to show at the annual meeting and at a winter event. Estimate is that video will cost $500-800.  
 
Discussion around whether the video would be completed in time for the annual meeting and, if not, is that a 
good use of these funds.  
 
Anita made motion that we dispense all $6,100 to the three schools for classroom books and leave the 
discussion of where to source the books up to the committee. Jack seconded. Vote taken. Motion passed.  
 
Action items:  Colleen to send the link to Lapham GoFundMe pages; Anita to work with the schools and PTG 
to dispense $6,100 by the end of our year.  
 
Traffic Committee Report (7:50-8:00)   
The traffic committee has been pretty inactive over the summer, not meeting in July or August. One goal of the 
committee for the year was to form a relationship with the new Transportation Director for the City of Madison 
who was appointed in June. He is meeting for with the committee for the first time tomorrow, August 21st. The 
purpose is to get to know Tom and understand his vision for transportation on the isthmus. The committee 
hopes to communicate our main area of concern – a need for holistic and coordinated corridor planning that 
enhances access and safety for ALL modes of transportation. The committee will report on this meeting at the 
September board meeting.  
 
 
 



Green Spaces (8:00-8:30)  
Cheema was not in attendance. Marlisa asked for a discussion about canopy and street trees given the 
“decimation” of our street trees in recent weeks and the opportunity to call awareness/raise money at Orton 
Park Fest. John Coleman is interested in revitalizing the Green Spaces and Street Trees committee because 
there is a lot the committee to do to push the city. As much as neighbors want to pay for tree replacement or 
treatment, that isn’t feasible.  
 
The recent cutting and extreme trimming of trees is just the beginning. More yellow dots are to come. Jack 
proposed starting a petition urging the city to focus on saving and replacing trees and to getting signatures at 
Orton Park Fest. It was suggested that the Board press mayoral candidates to express their positions on 
saving/restoring the city’s canopy. 
 
Renee made a motion that Jack drafts a petition, Jackie (on the Green Spaces Committee) reviews it and 
Stephen templatizes it distribution at Orton. Jack seconded the motion. Vote taken. Motion carried.  
 
Action items:  Marlisa to send Stephen a petition template. Jack, Jackie and Stephen create the petition; Jack 
to lead collecting signatures at Orton Park Fest.   
 
Festivals (8:30-8:45)  
Katherine was not in attendance so an update on Water Front Festival in June is postponed. We discussed 
coordination for Orton Park. Renee and Lynn asked for set up and breakdown volunteers. We talked about 
coverage at the MNA tent. Renee and Lance will be money collectors. We will have cups and t-shirts to sell  
Funds from cup sales will benefit trees. Lynn and Marlisa will remind people to bring baked goods to the Jazz 
Brunch.  
 
We again discussed funding a video of Orton Park festival to turn into something to show at the annual 
meeting.  Marlisa made a motion to fund up to $800 for the video with any additional funds needed come from 
Neighborhood Enhancement. Renee seconded. Vote taken. Motion carried.  
 
Renee made a note that we had allocated money for a bench in Morrison Park to honor a friend of Leigh 
Mollenhoff’s. Leigh had wanted to work with the city on different materials for the bench. Renee to send Leigh 
a note to remind her we need to dispense that money this fiscal year.  
 
Action items:  Renee to send a note to Leigh Mollenhoff about the bench.  
 
Alder Report (8:46-8:46) 
Marsha at Plan Commission, so no report.  
 
President’s Report (8:47-8:50) 
Renee said there will be a Budget Meeting in September so please send budget requests to her. Cheema and 
Anita continue to work on the bylaws. Also, a reminder that all letters issued by the Board should be posted to 
the website and sent to the list-serv. 

Approval of July minutes 
Renee made a motion to approve. Marlisa seconded. Vote taken.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Action item:  Marlisa to post July minutes to MNA website.  
 
 
 



August Action items:   
 

1. Lynn will remind neighborhood to protect themselves from theft by locking their homes and vehicles.  
2. Renee to receive printing estimate from Justice at Commonwealth. 
3. Gary will draft a statement about the types of projects we expect to come before P&D and those the 

committee does not weigh in on (garages, for example). Renee will post to our website. 
4. Colleen to send the link to Lapham GoFundMe pages; Anita to work with the schools and PTG to 

dispense $6,100 by the end of our year.  
5. Marlisa to send Stephen a petition template. Jack, Jackie and Stephen create the petition; Jack to lead 

collecting signatures at Orton Park Fest.   
6.   ??????? to coordinate the video. Renee to send a note to Leigh Mollenhoff about the bench. 
7. Marlisa to post July minutes to MNA website.  

 
 
Adjourn (9:02 pm) 
Lynn made a motion to adjourn; Jack seconded.  Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
 
If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 

 
Past Action Items: 
From July:  

1. Jack will ask Marsha Rummel to advocate for a security camera for the bike path. DONE 
2. Jack to submit a resolution to friend of  three Sid Boyum sculptures in the MNA neighborhood (two in 

McPike Park and one at B.B. Clarke).  DONE.  
 

From June: 
1. Lynn talk to Alder Rummel about the Board/P&D’s position on Gib’s  what should we do. He did and 

she didn’t have one.  
2. Cheema will draft a letter to the Parks Department about the sidewalk at B.B. Clarke and to city about 

mowing grass in parks. She will submit it to the Board for e-vote. 

3. Jack to lead an ad hoc meeting about involving new neighborhood businesses in our festivals.  
4. Jack to reach out to SASY and TLNA to let them know of our Board’s interest in shaping the 

conversation about the Mayor’s alcohol moratorium plan. He will not send the letter that we discussed 
in February.   

 
From May: 

1. Anita to send a letter to Street Use Committee about event parking.  DONE 

2. Lynn to find provide Anita with list of names of people on the committee.  DONE 
 
From February: 
 

1. We will establish an affordable housing sub-committee of P&D. Lynn and Cheema will write a letter to 
the other neighborhoods to join us in addressing this issue and updating a 2014 report.  Status:  Lynn 
has written the letter. Sub-committee is not off the ground yet.  Lynn will follow up on this.   

2. Marlisa will work on a date for a mixer/summit with SASY and TLNA.  Status:  Marlisa needs to resend  
a Doodle poll to neighborhood presidents and then to MNA members to get a date for late summer.  

mailto:marlisako@gmail.com

