
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
April 16, 2018 
 
Board Members Present:  Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Katherine Davey, 
Colleen Hayes, Robert Kobuch III, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, , Gary Tipler 
 
Absent: J. Cheema, Jack Kear, Michael Doyle Olsen, Amanda White 
 
Community attendees:  Lindsay Lee, Mitchell Turino, Peter Wolff, Anne Walker, Judith Strand, Ben Feifarek, 
Doug Pahl, Phil Rowe, Ryan Browne, Officer Andre Lewis, John Coleman 
 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:05 pm. Renee will capture action items.  
 
Welcome and Introductions (7:06-7:09) 
 
Madison Police Department Report (7:09-7:13) 
The good news is that thefts are down considerably—by 70%!  The bad news—overdoses, drug arrests and 
assault are tremendously up (four calls for each). The assaults took place on W. Wash behind the Beacon and 
were mostly drunken assaults. Four drug arrests not typical. There is one residence in the neighborhood that 
the police are watching. Office Andre will keep us informed. 
 
Lynn Lee said that he heard from two other neighborhood associations that there was a rape and assault on 
Ohio Street last month and an incident of stranger sexual assault on Johnson and Blair.  
 
Office Andre said that an event called Humdinger 5K has requested to close the street for an event in October. 
Renee reported on the city’s Street Use Committee and educated us that that committee is where the 
Humdinger 5K should go for approval.  
 
Preservation and Development Update (7:13-8:32) 
The committee has a number of things to discuss this week.  
 
First, Working Draft presented a plan for a patio at P&D last week. They are meeting with the community 
(Alder’s) on 4/23 and going to Plan Commission on 5/7. The committee passed their proposal.  
The owners and their architect were in attendance. They explained that they are not open until bar time and 
never intend to be. They have a decommissioning check-list triggers for the at 8:30 and they believe this is the 
single biggest thing they can do to reduce evening noise. They hosted an open house meeting last week for the 
neighborhood. Thirteen people attended after the owners hand-delivered letters and put up flyers in Park 
Central. People were very supportive and excited by the early closing time.  
 
Questions was asked about the criteria for changing capacity from 30 to 40? Board members explained that  
we have a precedent of 30 capacity for 6 months to a year. After than time, the Board reviews complaints and 
sound management make sure they are good.  
 
Their architect Not sure they are containing from the side. Do want to keep the open-ness for the views.  
Their architect showed a photo a nice tree buffer between the parking lot and Park Central. Operators have no 
plans for acoustic music on the patio.  The patio is open on the sides (for the views). John Coleman was 
concerned that they aren’t taking sound seriously enough. Owners responded that closing hours and 
decommissioning steps are actions to address. Renee suggested a friendly amendment that the patio have no 
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music at all after 7pm. Anne Walker suggested window boxes to cool and muffle sound and suggested the trees 
are low quality and may not provide enough buffer.  Lindsay expressed that is glad that the patio may increase 
traffic on the bike path. 
 
Renee made the motion below. Robert seconded.  
 
Motion #1: Board moves to support the application from Working Draft Brewery for an outdoor patio with the 
following conditions: 
 9pm closing (Monday – Sunday) 
 no amplified music 
 after 7pm no music at all (i.e. acoustic). This was added by the MNA Board.  
 no smoking 
 conditional use is non-transferable to new owners 
 seating capacity of 30 may be increased to 40 in six months as a Minor Modification to the Conditional 

Use that must be approved by the alder and by Plan Department staff. 
 there be the preparation of a sound mitigation plan to be reviewed prior to final approval 

 
Vote taken. Motion passed. 
 
Action item:  P&D to send a letter to the Plan Commission before May 7th.  
 
Next, Gary read the motion passed by P&D last week for the I/O Arcade Bar’s full liquor license. Gary received 
an email from the developer’s project manager about the 27 stalls. They will be allocated among visitors to the 
residences and to other unleased space. The landlord won’t apportion until later. Gary noted that the entire 
campus is smoke-free which will preclude the owner from designating a smoking area. Comments that this will 
prove to be a problem. People will smoke outside the building (or go down the block into yards or outside other 
businesses). It will have to be managed.  
 
Mitchell the owner reported that he just bought his 23rd game and they he is planning two alcohol-free days 
every month for the benefit of the neighborhood (1st and 3rd Sundays, 11am-5pm). We would like to open in 
early July. The main street parking ramp will be available in October. He is not concerned about parking, nor 
was the Zoning Committee.  
 
Gary made the following motion. Robert seconded.  This motion eliminated the request for a parking plan an 
added a requirement for an on-site smoking plan.   
 
Vote taken. Motion carried.  
 
Motion #2: Board moves to support the application for a full liquor license for I/O Arcade Bar with the following 
conditions: 
 155 person capacity 
 Sun-W closure at 11pm, Thu closure at midnight, Fri and Sat closure at bar time 
 an alcohol/food/game ratio of 75/15/10 
 a plan to manage on-site smoking 
 a minimum of 25 games be available in the site to ensure the space remain active as an arcade rather 

than transforming into a large bar only 
 There is to be a commitment to provide eight hours (minimum) per month of non-alcohol as a benefit 

to the broader community. 
 The conditional use is not transferable beyond the existing owner's use.  
 The MNA Board's recommendation is based on these conditionals being incorporated into the business 

proposal by the time of the Board meeting, Monday, 4/16. 



 
Action item:  P&D to send a letter to the ALRC before this Wednesday, April 18th.  
 
Next, the Alimentari deli proposal was in front of P&D last week with one once from the deli in attendance. 
(Owner is Bonnie Arndt, who also owns Pig in a Fur Coat.) The deli will be retail only; no seating; no eating in.   
Their plan was approved unanimously at P&D. 
 
Lynn made a motion to approve. Gary seconded. Vote taken. Motion passed. 
 
Motion #3: Board moves to support the application for a full liquor license for Alimentari with the following 
conditions: 
 Hours from 10a-9pm Tu thru Sun 
 An alcohol/food ratio of 25/75 

 
Action item:  P&D to send a letter to the ALRC before this Wednesday, April 18th.  
 
Traffic Committee (8:32-8:40) 
Marlisa reported that the Traffic Committee met without her last week to draft a motion related to the 
redesign of Blair-Williamson-Wilson-John Nolen. The committee drafted a long (three pages – nine key asks) 
that they would like Board approval on so they can send a letter to Alders Rummel and Verveer prior to the 
meeting of the Bikd Ped Committee on 4/23.  In a nutshell, the new design is based on automobile data and is 
too car centric.  Lanes are too wide (which encourages speeding) and the channelized right from John Nolen 
onto Williamson is not acceptable. Williamson is our Main Street. All modes of transportation should be safety 
supported.  
 
Peter Wolff requested a special Traffic Committee meeting in regard to the third lane on John Nolen. Marlisa 
agreed and will schedule it.   
 
Robert moved to accept the committee’s motion/letter as written but accept any chances the Traffic 
committee may make prior to the bike/ped committee meeting: Colleen seconded. Vote taken. Motion passed. 
 
Action item: Marlisa to send a letter to Alders Rummel and Verveer this week. Marlisa to update the board 
to any changes to the nine points outlined in the motion. 
  
Neighborhood Enhancement: (8:40-8:42) 
Scholarship application time is done and not as many were submitted as hoped. The board will approve the 
committee’s selections at the May meeting. Representatives from Marquette and O’Keeffe will be in 
attendance in May.  
 
Robert is taking over organizing the neighborhood garage sale.  
 
Renee brought up that last September we passed a motion about parking restrictions and city festivals but she 
can’t find and letter and is assuming it was never sent. Renee made a motion that we create an ad hoc 
committee to craft a point of view/recommendation about festivals to the city. Anita added that Linda Leonartz 
would be good person to include.  
 
Discussion included the idea that we postpone sending anything to the city from the Board until the committee 
has convened and created a new motion for us to consider.  
 
Vote taken. Motion passed. 
 



 
 
Action item:  Anita to contact Linda L. and others for a discussion on the street use/festival issue. Will present a 
point of view to the board. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Nothing to report. Renee is writing thank you letters to donors and sponsors.  
 
Festivals Report (8:42-8:43) 
Things are going well with planning. Sponsorship efforts are almost complete.  
 
Green Spaces (8:43-8:44) 
Cheema was absent; no committee report.  
 
Alder Report (8:44 8:45pm) 
Marsha was not in attendance. She emailed the Board in advance to ask if we have heard from the organizers 
of the Humdinger event, which we have not. A quick search revealed it is a race that starts at the Old Sugar 
Distillery. Marsha is considering opposing. After some discussion, the board decided that we too are not 
inclined to support it for two reasons:  it appears the event benefits Verona High School Athletics (?!) and 
Renee shared with us that street closings are not something we should take lightly. A five-minute delay for a 
car can be a delay of HOURS for a Metro rider.  
 
In her advance email, Marsha also asked the board’s opinion on I/O’s hard alcohol application. By this time, 
Mitchell, I/0’s proprietor, had left the meeting. We did not discuss hard alcohol with him before he left.  
 
Action item:  Marlisa to email Alder Rummel to agree with her stance on not supporting the Humdinger event 
and to update her on the I/O discussion/vote. Marlisa to tell Marsha that the MNA board is fine with 
supporting his request for hard alcohol.  
 
President’s Report (8:45 – 8:49 pm) 
Lynn mentioned that we never sent a letter to the city about the Mayor’s alcohol plan. He also asked that 
committees be better about sending letters in a timely way, cc’ing board members when letters are sent, and 
archiving them in the appropriate place on the MNA website.  He also asked that the MNA list serv be cc’d on 
letters to the ALRC, alders, et al.  
 
Action item:  Lynn to contact Jack about a board letter to the city re: the Mayor’s alcohol plan. 
Action item:  All committee chairs to cc the MNA list serv on letters to the ALRC, alders, et al.  
 

Art Committee Report (8:50-8:52) 
Nothing to report.  
 
Approval of March minutes (8:52-8:57) 
Marlisa made a motion to approve. Lynn seconded. Vote taken.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Action item:  Marlisa to post March minutes to MNA website.  
 
Review of Board Assigned Tasks (8:57-9:06pm) 
Marlisa reviewed outstanding action items from prior meetings.  
 
From March: 



1. Katherine to share invitation to public open house at State Archive Preservation Facility on MNA 
listserv. DONE 

2. Gary to make sure that all motions that P&D passes are worded exactly the same on the board meeting 
agenda. DONE 

3. Jack and Michael to arrange a follow-up meeting with Gil from Gib’s to discuss concerns of his 
neighbors.  In light of the social media storm at Gib’s, this action will be dropped from our to-do list.  

4. Robert to communicate to the board/community what the changes to the city’s neighborhood 
association website are recommended.  Still in progress.  

 
From February: 
 

1. Jack will draft a letter to the Mayor and Common Council and will send it to the other neighborhoods 
and GWABA in order to invite them to join us.   Status: Jack drafted it but Board didn’t review it and it 
wasn’t sent. Jack will send it again and ask for input. He will work with Lynn to get it signed and sent.  

2. We will establish an affordable housing sub-committee of P&D. Lynn and Cheema will write a letter to 
the other neighborhoods to join us in addressing this issue and updating a 2014 report.  Status:  Lynn 
has written the letter. Sub-committee is not off the ground yet.  Cheema is out of the country. Lynn 
will ask Marsha to send the letter out.  

3. Marlisa will work on a date for a mixer/summit with SASY and TLNA. Status:  Finding a mutually 
agreeable date is proving difficult.  
 

From January: 
1. Renee to continue to discuss ways to reduce permit and policing costs at festivals.  

 
From Board Retreat (11/1/17): 
 
A brief conversation about MNA Board’s role on being arbiter between business neighbors. Anita suggested we 
clarify our role.  Action item:  add this to future meeting agenda.  
 
Adjourn (9:06 pm) 
Lynn made a motion to adjourn; Anita seconded.  Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Tonight’s Action Items:  

1. Gary/P&D to send a letter about Working Draft to the Plan Commission before May 7th.  
2. Gary/P&D to send a letter about I/O to the ALRC before this Wednesday, April 18th.  
3. Gary/P&D to send a letter about Alimentari to the ALRC before this Wednesday, April 18th. 
4. Marlisa to send a letter about the Blair/John Nolen/Williamson proposal to Alders Rummel and Verveer 

this week. Marlisa to update the board to any changes to the nine points outlined in the motion that 
we passed 

5. Anita to contact Linda L. and others for a discussion on the street use/festival issue. Will present a point 
of view to the board. 

6. Marlisa to send an email to Alder Rummel with the board’s point of view on the Humdinger event and 
I/Os application for a liquor license.  

7. Lynn to contact Jack about a board letter to the city re: the Mayor’s alcohol plan. 
8.  All committee chairs to cc the MNA list serv on letters to the ALRC, alders, et al. 

 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
MNA Board Secretary 
 



If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 
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