
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
December 18, 2017 
 
Board Members Present:  Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Katherine Davey, 
Colleen Hayes, Jack Kear, Robert Kobuch III, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Michael Doyle Olsen, Gary 
Tippler 
 
Absent:,  J. Cheema, Amanda White 
 
Community attendees:  Holly Alexander, Peter Ostlind, Anne Walker, John Coleman, Mark Sannito, Susan Fox, 
Brooks Sewell, James McFadden, Steve Ohlson Peter Wolff, Resident of 1001 Rutledge Court 
 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:00 pm. 
 
Welcome and Introductions (7:00-7:05) 
 
State Representative Chris Taylor (7:05-7:21) 
Representative Taylor reported she has 15 neighborhood associations in her district and she tries to attend one 
meeting of each year. She reported on a concerning bill signed and by Governor Walker that will remove 
protections on 1 million acres of Wisconsin wetlands. She talked about her efforts on a balanced budget 
amendment, a wheel tax referendum and a bi-partisan bill increasing mental health support for victims of 
sexual assault/domestic violence.  
.  
She also noted that 34% of electorate in next presidential election will be Millennials, who are less likely to 
identify with traditional political parties.  
 
She offered to help the Festivals Committee understand the complicated and expensive liquor license 
applicable to the beer and wine served at our events. Action item: Festivals committee will follow-up with an 
email to Representative Taylor. 
 
Madison Police Department Report (7:21-7:35) 
Officer Andre Lewis reported on 16 calls for service in our neighborhood between November 1 and December 
18, which is relatively low for a neighborhood of our size. By far most common crime is theft from unlocked 
vehicles.  Officer Lewis encouraged everyone to lock their cars and homes. A drug arrest was made at S. Few 
and Jenifer Street.  
 
Preservation and Development Update (7:35-8:28) 
Tiny’s Tap House. 308 S. Paterson. Proposal for a craft brew tavern and request for approval of an alcohol 
license. The proposal will be going before the ALRC, the Plan Commission, and Landmarks. 

In attendance were Holly Alexander, owner, James McFadden, architect, and Brooks Sewell, manager.  
Their intention is to open a bar with a maximum capacity of 30 in the small building behind the Wisco Tavern.  
The bar will also have an outdoor patio that will operate until 2 am. Marsha Rummel held a community 
meeting in November; the P&D committee also discussed this at their December 12 meeting.  The following 
motions were proposed for vote by Jack; seconded by Robert.  
 
MNA supports the application for Tiny's Tap House to ALRC and Landmarks for a bar with the following 
conditions:  
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 Hours of operation are Sunday - Thursday 3pm to 11 pm; Friday and Saturday 3pm to 2 am. 
 Outdoor lighting is below the fence. 
 The bar will have a maximum capacity of 30. 

 
MNA supports the application for Tiny's Tap House to the Plan Commission for an outdoor patio with the 
following conditions: 
  1) Outdoor light is below the fence and lights face down toward the ground.  
  2) No amplified music on patio. 

 
Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Action item: P&D committee to send a letter of support to the ALRC. 
 
 
Café Coda, 1222 Williamson Street. Proposal for a night club music venue. Proposal for alcohol license and 
entertainment license. The proposal will be going before the ALRC and the Plan Commission. 
 
Owner Hannah proposes a place to listen to jazz that will have strong community outreach and concerts on 
Friday or Saturday night to showcase live acoustic music. The night club zoning doesn’t really fit his vision, but 
that is what fits.  
 
Board discussed noise level concerns. Hannah assured the Board that there will be significant investment in 
sound separation and that they plan to do better than the 60DB sound level required between business and 
residences.  
 
Board discussed concerns about the number of dance events, which would seem to indicate the business would 
be operating more like a night club than a jazz club. Hannah said they plan on hosting dance lessons prior to 
dance events, which would begin at 9pm and end at 11:30pm. Board voiced concern over the number of 
events.  Board also discussed potential future zoning permanent changes that neighborhood would be unlikely 
to support. Board questioned possibility of an outdoor food window but determined that would be a separate 
conditional use permit.  
 
A brief conversation about MNA Board’s role on being arbiter between business neighbors. Anita suggested we 
clarify our role.  Action item:  add this to future meeting agenda.  
 
A motion made by Colleen and seconded by Renee to vote on the following: 
 
MNA supports the application for Cafe Coda to the ALRC and the Plan Commission for a nightclub venue with 
the following conditions: 

1) a maximum of two dance events per week with a maximum of one of dance event per weekend 
night (Friday or Saturday). 

 2) the club will close by midnight. 
 3) the decibel level in adjacent residences (apartments) will not exceed 60 decibels. 
 4) there will be a maximum capacity of 99 people. 
 5) the club will continue to maintain a strong community engagement program in cultural arts and 

creative music, e.g. world music review, documentaries. 
 
Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Action item: P&D committee to send a letter of support to the ALRC. 
 



Traffic Committee (8:28-8:38) 
The committee met on Monday, December 11th to discuss the City of Madison Department of Engineering 
plan to improvement the Winnebago/Riverside bike path crossing. The proposed improvement is a diagonal bike 
crossing similar to the one near the Harmony Bar. The city has scheduled a public meeting about the 
reconstruction on December 20th. As noted before, there are many safety concerns about this intersection. The 
committee feels a broader conversation about the many issues at this intersection is required. And that a 
meeting so close to the holidays will not allow for sufficient community engagement.  
 
Marlisa made the following motion; seconded by Gary.  

 
MNA requests that the City of Madison Engineering Department considers the whole of the traffic safety issues in 
the corridor between Thornton Street and First Avenue. These include:   

 safety issues for school children from three different neighborhoods crossing at Thornton 
 automobile traffic flow and chronic speeding 
 vehicle/non-vehicle traffic sharing the same lanes 
 storm water run-off and river health 
 the ongoing conversation about redesigning the Winnebago-Atwood intersection.  

The MNA also requests that the City of Madison adequately engages the community in the discussion, 
specifically, that one public information meeting days before/during the holiday, is not sufficient.   
 
Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Action item: Traffic committee to send a letter to Marsha Rummel with cc to Department of Engineering, 
SASY, TLNA, and school principals. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report (8:38-8:42pm) 
Renee reported that in 2018 we are starting an accrual method with our books which will make last year look 
bad. They are in the process of collecting W9, 1099s etc to reconcile 2017. Donations hare trickling in from the 
fundraising letter mailed to members in October.  The committee will reconcile books with the accountant 
quarterly, rather than monthly, in order to minimize service costs. Committee will be meeting with Beatrice 
from Wil-Mar and Bob H. to reconcile festival expenses from 2017.   
 
Renee also reported on a bylaw revision initiative. Board members interested in working on this will meet on 
January 9, 2018 at 5:30pm, 911 Williamson Street. 
 
 
Festivals Report (8:42-9:00 pm) 
Katherine initiated a discussion of the Pursuit of Happiness (POH) festival proposed for the same June weekend 
as the Waterfront Festival, Fruit Fest and the neighborhood rummage sale. Neighborhood residents and 
business have expressed concerns to board members about closing Baldwin/Williamson on a busy 
neighborhood weekend; impinging the fire department’s access to respond to emergencies; festival fatigue; 
sensitivity to residents of Port St. Vincent at Main/Baldwin; and possible negative impact on other events, in 
particular, Fruit Fest, now in its eighth year, which is the only LGTB event in the neighborhood. These concerns 
are significant. An additional note, organizers of the Fools’ Flotilla were approached by POH organizers but 
have elected to remain part of Waterfront.  
 
Marsha Rummel is holding a public meeting on January 3, 2018 at the Wil-Mar center.  
 



Action items: Katherine to find out if POH festival is on the agenda for the next Street Use Committee 
meeting; Robert to invite Plan B to attend the January 3rd meeting; Michael to touch base with the fire 
department to get their input on the festival.  
 
Neighborhood Enhancement, Green Spaces and Trees, Art (9:00-9:05pm) 
Neighborhood Enhancement met on 12/6. Nothing of note to report.  They updated their accomplishments link 
on the website.  
 
Cheema was absent, so no Green Spaces and Trees report. 
 
Art committee reported that they are talking to business owners and artists about more murals.  There is an 
Ethiopian artist who may be interested in doing a mural on the wall of Buraka. In the discussion of other 
possible project, Anne Walker requested that any fish depicted are native, non-invasive species.  
 
President’s Report (9:05-9:09 pm) 
Lynn reported that the winter clothes drive has been a huge success. Marquette Elementary contacted him 
with a need for outerwear and we were able to provide 25 hats, 20 pairs of gloves, 10 boots, and 10 pairs of 
snow pants. The drive will continue throughout the winter and items will be donated to the Community Action 
Coalition as well as organizations who express a need.  
 
Lynn reported that SASY has donated $4000 to Eastside Express, decreasing the MNA’s funding responsibility.   
  
Approval of November minutes (9:09-9:10) 
Marlisa made a motion to approve. Anita seconded. Vote taken.  Passed unanimously. 
Action item:  Marlisa to post November minutes and December agenda to MNA website.  
 
Review of Board Assigned Tasks (9:10-9:11pm) 
Marlisa reviewed outstanding action items. All have been completed save for two: 
 
From November meeting:  
Katherine reported that Liz Lauer upped her commitment to Orton Park Festival and the committee is looking 
for a way to enhance her company’s presence. Other realtors are also sponsors so the committee wants to be 
sensitive. One idea is a named scholarship for East High School. Concerns that this may cannibalize 
contributions to existing scholarships was shared. Action item: the board asked the Festivals and Fundraising  
to make a recommendation and bring to board for an e-vote.   
 
From Board Retreat (11/1/17): Lynn to contact Jackie’s about the trees  
  
Adjourn (9:12pm) 
Lynn made a motion to adjourn; Colleen seconded. Vote taken. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
MNA Board Secretary 
 
If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 
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