
 
 
 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes 
November 20, 2017 
 
Board Members Present:  Cheema, Marlisa Kopenski Condon, Katherine 
Davey, Colleen Hayes, Robert Kobuch III, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Lynn Lee, Michael Doyle Olsen, Gary 
Tipler 
 
Absent: Jack Kear, Amanda White 
 
Community attendees:  Maureen Lokrantz and Bob Hemauer from Madison Parks Foundation, Mike Soref, 
Jason Joyce, Audrey Lesondak, John Coleman, Mark Sannito 
 
Meeting called to order by Lynn Lee at 7:00 pm. 
 
Welcome and Introductions (7:00-7:05) 

 
MPD Report - (7:05-7:10) 
Officer Lewis shared a list of police calls in our neighborhood (excluding Yahara area) since October. There were 
26 calls, mostly thefts. Most events take place between 9 am and noon. His advice is to lock doors and cars. 
There was also a sexual assault on Willy Street. Next week he’ll tell us more. More information available here. 
www.communitycrimemap.com. Action item: post this website on the listserv.   
 
Committee Chairs- nomination, discussion and vote (7:05-7:15) 
The following individuals were nominated, seconded and agreed to serve in the following roles for the next 
year.  
 
Officers: 
President: Lynn Lee 
Vice President:  Amanda White 
Treasurer:  Renee Lauber 
(Vice-Treasurer:  Robert Kobuch III) 
Secretary: Marlisa Condon 
 
Committee chairs: 
Preservation and Development: Jack, Gary to share the role. 
Festivals & Fundraising: Katherine Davey 
Traffic: Marlisa Condon (with strong assist from Gary Tipler) 
Neighborhood Enhancements: Anita Krasno 
Neighborhood Art:  Michael Doyle Olsen 
Green Spaces (and Trees): Cheema 
Finance: Renee (strong assist from Cheema and Robert) 
 
It was discussed that it is very helpful to have others to share the load of the finance committee and act as a 
second set of eyes.   
 
It was also proposed that the Green Spaces and Tree Committee merge. Even though there is a mayor’s 
committee on street trees (Jackie Suska is our neighborhood rep), street trees are very important to our 
neighborhood. Gary shared a bit of the history of street tree efforts in the neighborhood and the role of the 

http://www.communitycrimemap.com/
http://marquette-neighborhood.org/


former tree committee. It was noted that two important efforts that should continue are a tree inventory and a 
plan for undergrounding utility lines. Renee made a motion to rename the Green Spaces committee the Green 
Spaces and Trees committee. Anita seconded. Vote taken. Motion carried. Lynn shared his hope that combining 
the committees will re-energize greens spaces and give both committees more visibility. Action item: combine 
the listservs. 
  
Renee motioned that all officers and committee chairs be approved. Colleen seconded. Vote taken. Motion 
carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (7:10-7:32) 
In advance of the board meeting, Renee sent out a budget report and statement of financial position. We have 
$110,000 in the bank, $20,000 earmarked for Wil-Mar capital campaign. The board likes to keep $40-50k in the 
bank.  
 
We are still paying bills from Orton Park. When invoices are submitted way after the fact, it is hard to get the 
funds into the proper budgeting year. One note is that policing costs for the festival are double what they used 
to be. Officers used to volunteer. Now, we believe, they are paid double time if no one volunteers. Using Dane 
County sheriffs (like they do on Regent Street) may be a workaround. Action item: Katherine to loop in Officer 
Lewis to see if he can help us figure out how to lower this cost. 
 
 
Preservation and Development committee update (7:32-8:21) 
Discussion about closing hours for the State Line Distillery tasting room (Northern Court). The business has 
been open three weeks. Many clients are coming in at 9pm.  They would like to have the same closing hours as 
the other two neighborhood distilleries.  
 
P&D supports a change in closing hours for State Line Distillery tasting room that are similar to other distilleries 
in the area, such as Imaginary Factory, i.e.: Sunday – Wednesday, doors closed by 10 pm. and Thursday-
Saturday, closed by 11 pm. P&D further notes that, if State Line operates an outdoor patio, that patio would 
close by 10pm. Noted by neighbor that no complaints or concerns, but noted they really haven’t had outdoor 
space to know if it would be a problem. Motion for board approval of this statement from Gary. Seconded by 
Robert. Vote taken. Motion passed. Action item:  John Coleman to draft a letter of MNA’s support of a change 
in closing hours and email it to mail to ALRC, with a copy to the board 

 
Discussion about an application for alcohol license from Café Coda (1222 Williamson) They will be applying for 
a permit for conditional use for nightclub. They have not started the formal process but are working on plans 
for managing noise, a kitchen, parking, and programming.  They have shared plans for the kinds of events they 
hope to host (“more listening; less drinking.”). Supposedly, an open house is scheduled on 11.25. No details 
shared.  
 
Action item: A few board members to reach out to Café Coda people to get more information and share 
related aspects of the neighborhood plan. This meeting should happen before next P&D committee meeting 
on 12.18 and ALRC meeting on 12.20.  
 
Also, discussed is that fact that two board members rent apartments above the proposed Café Code space. Is it 
appropriate or them to vote on this issue when the time comes? No decision made on this matter.  
 
Renaming of Central Park: 
Volunteer member from the Madison Parks Foundation and board president in attendance. They are asking for 
a letter of support for renaming Central Park to honor esteemed former East HS Principal Milton McPike. They 



have support from TNLC, SASY and the Worthington neighborhood association. They have drafted a letter for 
the MNA board’s endorsement.  
 
Discussion about how to involve the neighborhood in this decision. Suggestions were a survey, a neighborhood 
meeting and posting the date of the City Parks Department decision-making meeting. Marlisa motioned for 
posting the information about the City Parks Department meeting on December 13th to the list serv. Anyone 
with concerns can make them known to the decision-makers at that time. Colleen seconded. Vote taken. 
Motion passed. Action items: Bob Hemauer to provide meeting information to MNA. Board to post to list 
serv. Board to sign letter of support.  
 
Brief mention of a proposed development at 210 Dickenson. More information to come.  
 
Green Spaces (and Trees) committee update (8:21-8:23) 
The committee has not met yet. Meetings are the third Tuesday of the month at 6pm. Lynn offered that the 
committee might want to find a group of neighbors who could adopt and beautify the park at 
Winnebago/Atwood.  
 
Festivals and Fundraising committee update (8:24-8:42) 
Katherine reported that Liz Lauer upped her commitment to Orton Park Festival and the committee is looking 
for a way to enhance her company’s presence. Other realtors are also sponsors so the committee wants to be 
sensitive. One idea is a named scholarship for East High School. Concerns that this may cannibalize 
contributions to existing scholarships was shared. Action item: the board asked the Festivals and Fundraising  
to make a recommendation and bring to board for an e-vote.   
 
 
Neighborhood Enhancement committee and Art committee updates, (8:42 – 8:40) 
These committees have not met yet. O’Keeffe got the speaker system that the MNA paid for. It includes a 
wireless headset to be used in the gym for mindfulness activities and other enrichment. Committee is looking 
for artists for a mural at Buraka or Ha Long Bay. Committee did not have anything to do with a new mural at 
Working Draft brewery on E. Wilson. Action item: Announce accomplishments (speaker installation) and 
needs (muralists) on social media.  
 
 
President’s report (8:40-8:52) 
Lynn would like to appoint one board member to maintain the web site, which means updating its 
functionality, making sure all people who need to post have been trained on how to do so, etc. Lynn moved 
that Robert take on this role. Renee seconded it. Vote taken. Motion passed.  
 
Lynn would like to conduct an MNA hat, glove and coat drive ASAP. He and Katherine volunteered their porches 
as drop off sites. Robert offered Heartland Credit Union as one also. Action item:  Lynn to contact Community 
Action Coalition or the Homeless Services Consortium to arrange a beneficiary group. Lynn to share next 
steps with the board.  
 
Lynn suggested that someone from the board attend the Greater Williamson Area Business Association 
meetings. Cheema offered to attend.  
 
 
Alder Report  
Alder Marsha Rummel was not in attendance so we did not receive her report. 
 
 



Approval of October minutes (8:52-8:54) 
Lynn moved to approve the minutes. Marlisa seconded. Vote taken. Motion passed.  
 
Outstanding tasks list (8:54-8:58) 
We discussed tasks assigned at the Board Retreat. Most were completed. One is outstanding.  

1) Lynn to contact Jackie’s about the trees (11/1/17)  
 

Robert moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 pm. Lynn seconded. Vote taken. Motion carried.  
 
Submitted By:  
Marlisa Kopenski Condon 
MNA Board Secretary 
 
If any of the statements written above do not reflect your understanding of the discussions at this meeting, 
please contact the author @ marlisako@gmail.com 
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