
MNA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, August 17, 2017  
    
1. Welcome and Introductions (7:00-7:05)  
2. MPD Report - (7:05-7:10)  

 Unusual number of car break ins in the BB Clarke/Spaight Street area. Neighbors have been reminded 
to lock their cars and not leave valuables inside  

 Complaints about speeding on the 1700 block of Rutledge  

 Coffee with a cop – a complaint was made about homeless people in the Willy Street Park. Lynn 
confirmed that it appears that three people have set up a temporary encampment in the park, which 
includes a bathroom. They have harassed a Willy Street Park volunteer. We are not sure about the rules of 
this park. Is it open? For how long? This is a private park so it doesn’t adhere to the same guidelines as 
city parks. There is already a sign about “no drinking” in the park. Officer Lewis will deal with this and let us 
know about the resolution.   

 Someone else complained that “suspicious” people were hanging out at Central Park and they felt 
unsafe. These people, too, might be homeless. We clarified with Officer Lewis that someone would need to 
be doing something more than just looking suspicious in order for the police to get involved.   

 The police will have horse painting at Orton Park festival next weekend. This will take place on 
Thursday.   

3. Treasurer’s Report (7:10-7:25)   

 Renee presented the Budget vs. Actual for Fiscal Year 2017.  

4. Board Code of Conduct (7:25-7:55)  

 Addressing the question of whether or not it is appropriate for board members to share their 
views on an issue before it comes to the board for a vote  

 Jack clarified that it seems inappropriate for board members to share their opinions without also 
saying that they are a board member who will have influence on the outcome of the vote. Jack also 
clarified that he thinks board members should identify themselves even at non-MNA meetings (for 
example, a meeting that is hosted by Alder Rummel.)   

 John adds that identifying yourself as a board member adds weight to your opinion. Is that really 
fair?   

 Anne W. adds that identifying yourself as a board member also gives people the opportunity to follow 
up with you.   

 John wants to push back on any notion that board members should not share their opinions about 
something before it comes to a vote.   

 Lynn will invite people to his house to work on this draft resolution.   

5. Traffic Committee (7:55-8:00)  

 John Nolen/Blair/Willy Intersection update – it seems that we have time before the engineers make 
their final report to turn our comments in.   

 Should we have a united message with Madison Bike groups?   
6. P&D – John has not been around a bunch lately but here are the things P&D talked about with Lynn’s input 
from the P & D meeting.   

 There was a presentation about a jazz club at 1222. Hanna gave an early presentation but there were 
not drawings. This is a 100-120 person venue with no parking. There is the possibility of a parking 
arrangement with the co-op, but this would be a historic departure for the co-op.   

o Neighbors who live directly about the proposed jazz club felt they got insufficient answers 
about how sound-proofing was going to accomplished, what chemicals are going to used, etc. 
Meanwhile, it seems that plans are moving ahead without approval. The neighbors were not 
notified about the meeting until the day before. The residents of this building also complained 
about polyurethane being used on the floor below with no notice given to nearby neighbors.   

 Proposal to demolish a house at 1339 Willy St. with the intention of constructing a new house at that 
location was supported unanimously.   

 Kurt Brink is building a big mixed used developed in the 900 block of East Washington. It will involve 
using part of the Mautz paint building. Everything is very preliminary so far – we can expect this to come 
before the board again.   

5. Neighborhood Enhancement  



 Michael will send out a neighborhood enhancement grant opportunity with the whole 
board for us to share. The committee has changed the due date to September 15.   

 Michael is doing some sign work with Renee.   

 The committee will work together to set up the Square reader in time to use at Orton Park 
Festival.   

 The committee also revisited the question of membership – what are the perks and incentives for 
a person to join?   

6. Green Spaces  

 The bench garden is the focus right now. They’re going through their four point plan and have 
completed the first point – tree maintenance. The rest will mostly take place in Spring of 2018.  

7. No updates from Art.  
8. Street Trees  

 In conjunction with the Madison Canopy Tree Group, the committee is letting people on Jenifer 
know that the city is not replanting the small trees under powerlines. That is being delayed in an effort 
to get partial undergrounding for the 800 and 900 blocks of Jenifer, or just one block if that’s all we 
can do. This would be a pilot program and needs to be a part of the city budget.   

 City passed a resolution to instruct forestry to not remove Ash trees under power lines but to 
evaluate them as if they weren’t under a power line.   

 Of the $8,000 allocated to the Street Tree committee, they will use only a portion for an 
information flyer for the neighborhood.   

 The Mayor has ordained that here will be a urban forestry task force – an ad hoc tree committee 
– that will include members from the major city divisions and four citizen members. They will work on 
improving conditions for city canopy trees.   

6. President’s report (8:30-8:40)  

 Orton Park! We still need to assemble auction items and fill volunteer slots at the MNA table.   

 We are interested in seeing how Central Park Sessions will impact turnout. Is there party fatigue 
across the neighborhood?   

 The committee changed the wine vendor and is now ordering wine through Star Liquor, a decision 
based solely on price and a desire to continue to do business locally.   

7. Approval of July minutes (see email from Renee) (8:40-8:42)  
8. Alder Marsha Rummel Report (8:42-8:55)  

 There was a Willy Street Co-Op Meeting about their desire to sell beer and wine. They will go before 
ALRC in late September. A concern is that  People at the meeting asked them to conduct a survey and 
delay any action until the survey comes back.  

 1339 Dewey Court demolition – Marsha is having a neighborhood meeting about this.   

 Urban Design commission on 9/6 – the Mautz proposal (900 block of E. Washington) has asked for a 
referral after the architect requested a demolition.   

 The city hired a consultant to help them develop a historic preservation plan. They have a robust 
engagement plan.   

 Speaking of preservation, Alders RUmmel and Zellers met with the city attorney about addressing the 
conflict between property owners of ChaCha’s and Madison Sour Dough and some possibilities for 
preventing similar conflicts in the future. Nothing is ready for prime time yet. Next step, having a meeting 
with building inspectors and the city preservation planner.   

 Have started up the landmarks review committee again, comprised of alders who represent historic 
districts and a few who don’t.    

  Marsha is meeting with Jack and others to talk about bike path safety.   

   

9. Review of board Assigned Tasks  
•Lynn will invite people to his house to work on this draft resolution.  

Michael will send out a neighborhood enhancement grant opportunity with the whole board for us 
to share.  
  

10. Adjourn  
Amanda moves to adjourn, John seconds,  

  



  
  
 


