
Marquette Neighborhood Association 
July 20, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Board Members Present:  Lynn Lee, Katherine Davey, Mary Ann McBride, Michael Doyle Olson, Gary 
Tipler, Amanda White, Anita Krasno, Renee Lauber, Jack Kear 
Also Present: Carl Landsness, Steve Silverberg (Wilmar Board), Marsha Rummel. 
 
Meeting called to order by President Lee at 7:00 pm. 
 
Police Report:  Officer Lewis reviewed recent police calls in the neighborhood.  He explained a strong 
armed robbery report noting that it was from a chronic caller and the incident is in question.  He talked 
with the manager at Plan B about the window display complaints.  The manager was apologetic.  
Changes will be made.   
 
Preservation &Development 
Gary noted several projects in the works.  The MG&E fence looks like a marvelous improvement.  There 
is lots of information on line about it. Gary will post the link to the MNA list serve.  Changes proposed for 
801 Williamson will come before Landmarks Commission.  1139 Williamson also has proposed changes.  
Gary will post the plans on list serve.  East Main Street brewery plans are in the works.  Curt Brinks is 
seeking a waiver to a 30 day period to proceed with his hotel.  
 
Gary requested that the Board consider creating a new committee to review alcohol licenses.  It is a 
significant amount of work and P&D has a good amount of work already reviewing development 
proposals.  Gary noted that Capital Neighborhoods has separated alcohol license review from the 
development plan review.   Marsha proposed the idea of creating a joint alcohol committee with SASSY.  
 
Other neighborhood proposal include:  Hannah John Taylor would like to open a 100 person Jazz Club 
next to the Paint Bar on Willy Street.  Fuegos plans were just approved by the city - same 176 capacity. 
 
Wil-Mar Center Parking Lot purchase.   
Steve Silverberg asked MNA to write a letter of support for Wilmar to get a loan to purchase parking 
lot/playground area they have been leasing for $1 a year from the church.  He also spoke about future 
plans for $1.75 million to refurbish the current building.   
 
Motion: Lauber/Olson.  Write letter of support for Wilmar to buy the parking lot they currently use.   
 
Treasurer 
Renee reviewed a budget report on the Waterfront Festival and Budget vs Actual report.  She also asked 
committees to prepare budgets requests by the end of August.  The budget committee will meet in early 
September to prepare the budget. 
 
Neighborhood Enhancement 
Michael discussed membership incentives, free beer, reimbursement for block party permits, etc.  There 
was discussion of the benefits of being a MNA member.  We could offer early East Side Express sign up 
for MNA members or first option at things like our free self defense classes.   
 



Advertising MNA accomplishments was discussed.   Posting signs listing our programs and funded 
projects at the festivals was discussed and creating signs stating: This festival brought to you by or the 
Marquette Neighborhood Association Welcomes you. 
 
Michael noted that he ordered a square - that could be used for in one beer line or at the t-shirt/auction 
table.   
 
MNA special needs grants will be funding speakers in the gym at O’Keeffe and funding projects at 
Marquette.  
 
The committee decided not to change the Facebook page to a “group” because comments on issues can 
get out of control and need moderation.  Sassy has had issues and our own list serve has also had issues. 
 
Green Spaces 
Jack met with the city food cart coordinator, Lets Eat Out, city bike path coordinator, and business 
owners.  All are supportive.  It will cost MNA $300 for a permit for a series of dates for food carts on the 
bike path behind Mickeys.  Funds will come out of Green Spaces. 
(Amanda and Gary left the meeting.) 
 
Art   
Jack signed up to do a movie in the Park.  That will happen this weekend - Star Wars Rouge One in 
Central Park. 
 
Orton Park 
Katherine review progress on the festival.  Most things are set - the auction needs work.  Use of a 
water wagon was discussed.  Anita will get more information on placement and available dates. 
 
Minutes 
Motion: Kear/McBride.  Approve June minutes.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 
Alder Report  - Marsha Rummel 
-Update on Curt Brinks development and demolition plans 
-Dewy Court proposal to tear down a garage - there will be a meeting in August. 
-Tuesday August 8th at 7pm at the co-op there be an informational meeting the Co-op’s alcohol license 
request 
-North/Blair Street redesign - Wed.,  August 9th at 7 at there will be a planning meeting at the Monona 
Terrace. 
- Historic Preservation Plan - phase 1 was updating the ordinance.  Phase 2 is each of the 5 historic 
districts having their plans updated.  This will include a public engagement process.  MNA districts 
include the Bungalows and the Third Lake Ridge.  There will be a kick off meeting of the Ad Hoc 
Landmarks Ordinance Review Committee on Thursday,  9/14 at 4:30 pm.   This project is a 2 year 
process. 
-The City Council is reviewing its structure.  Do we want to change the number of council members or 
districts? Marsha noted that Madison has a very large council compared to other cities our size.  
However that might result in better service.  The Council is also discussing how it should be 
compensated. 



- Street Tree Interagency Committee is about to be approved - largely due to efforts/organizing coming 
from our neighborhood. 
 
Task List: 

1) Gary Post link to MG&E site and 1139 plans 
2) Amanda will write the WilMar support letter 
3) Renee will get Jack the Sugar Distillary flier 
4) Orton Park Signs - Renee and Katherine 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:58. 


