
MNA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 20, 2017 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions (7:00-7:05) 

Board members in attendance: Lynn, Renee, Colleen, John, Gary, Dayna, Amanda, Michael, Jack, Anita 

 

2. MPD Report - Officer Lewis alewis@cityofmadison.com  (7:05-7:10) 

  

• The police force is working on Mifflin Street block party preparations, which is where Officer Lewis 

is this evening (preparing residents on Mifflin Street for safe partying).   

• There was a concern raised last meeting about skimmers at the gas stations. All of the stations 

have been checked recently and there were no skimmers.  

• A young, white male in a suspicious vehicle was caught stealing lumber. The police officer feels 

that it’s probable that the behavior is related to funding a drug habit so that might not be the end 

of it.  

• A high-speed, west-bound drive through the neighborhood led to an accident that took out some 

of the signs on the 800 block of Spaight Street. The officer is unfamiliar with that specific incident 

but they know that area is a problem. They can take a look at the signage there. Andre will look 

into this – perhaps police watching the area could deter speeding for a time.  

 

3. Information from Paul Theisen, environmental activist – has recently gotten involved in the Yahara 

Watershed Academy and is looking to do more to create change. There’s a rain barrel sale coming up. 

He approached his employer, National Gaurdian Life, about purchasing rain barrels for different 

neighborhoods throughout the city. Paul shared documents with the board about the benefits of rain 

barrels – he is specifically interested in how rain barrels prevent runoff pollution into our lakes. Neighbors 

who are interested in receving a rain barrel, they should reach out to Paul at patheisen1@gmail.com.  

 

Michael will post this rain barrel offer on the listserv for the rest of the neighborhood.  

 

3. Preservation and Development (7:10-7:45) 

 

A) Bos Meadery, existing business and use, move of production and tasting room within building. 

The motion voted on by P&D was: To support the movement of the existing production and tasting rooms to a 

different location in the same building at 849 E. Washington Ave. This includes support for a continuation of the 

entertainment license with the same conditions, a capacity for the tasting room of up to 99, and closing times 

for the tasting room no later than the follows: 

        Sunday - Wednesday 10pm 

        Thursday - Saturday 11pm. 

 

John moves to support the conditions that passed P&D. Gary seconds. The vote passes unanimously.  

 

 

mailto:alewis@cityofmadison.com
mailto:patheisen1@gmail.com


B) El Dorado Grill, 744 Williamson. Conditional Use for outdoor dining. 

The motion voted on by P&D was: To support the redesign of the existing outdoor seating area to be more in 

line with the historic character of the building, as suggested by City staff.  P&D support was conditional on that 

the area of the patio would remain the same and the patio would close by 10pm. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

This motion passed by P&D reflects a change in closing time to be earlier.  

 

Renee moves to support the motion passed by P&D. Colleen seconds. The vote passes unanimously.  

 

C) Imaginary Factory – the city has rejected our request that the conditional use not be passed down to 

subsequent owners of the business. In our letter, we said that our support for the project was based on both of 

our stipulations (time and the restriction on the conditional use) being accepted. Theoretically, the conditional 

use will only be passed on if the next business matches the current business’s operational plan. Our concern is 

that business owners can vary wildly, which impacts our feeling about whether or not a conditional use is 

granted. We feel that the city re-issuing this conditional use automatically eliminates our ability to have input in 

the neighborhood.  

 

We agree that we support Cameron in his project and do not want to penalize him over the city’s unwillingness 

to accept our request for a conditional use that does not transfer to subsequent business owners. We would 

like P&D to initiate a meeting with Matt Tucker to discuss our disagreement with this policy.  

 

D) Voting eligibility for committee meeting attendees - a discussion of who should be allowed to vote on 

projects slated for the Marquette neighborhood.  

In the last few months, it’s been clear that business owners and employees are showing up to P&D 

committee meetings to vote on issues. This calls the legitimacy of the vote into question. Some 

members of P&D would like to formalize a policy that bars owners and investors from voting on their 

own projects, even if they are also neighbors.  

What about part-time employees who live in the neighborhood? 

Do home owners who live near a business also have a financial interest? Seems like they do.  

Perhaps the board should regard the voters who aren’t on the standing committee of P&D as merely a 

sense of the community vote, with the expectation that owners, investors, and employees will be 

included in that vote.  

Another neighborhood used different colored cards when there was a particularly controversial issue – 

for example, red for an applicant, green for financial interest, blue for someone who lives in the vicinity, 

etc.  

 

Amanda moves that people with a financial interest in a project should recuse themselves from the 

vote. We feel that this includes owners, investors, and contractors. There will be two votes: the P&D 

committee vote, which is the standing committee, and the meeting attendee advisory vote, which is 

specifically people who are not on the standing committee.  

 

The motion is tabled. P&D will take up this question with the board’s input from this meeting.  

   



 

5. Treasurer’s Report (8:00-8:10)   

A discussion of the MNA float for the Fool’s Flotilla.  

 

6. Committee Updates 

• Green Spaces – the Art Grant application is on the website, so Green Spaces will be announcing 

that there is money available. The committee is also working with the landscape design team at 

the new Krupp building, and setting a date for their annual bike trail clean up.  

The bat poles for the new bat houses are in Jack’s driveway. Two will go in the Yahara Place 

Park, two will be along the Yahara, and one will be at BB Clarke.  

• Art – there is a Facebook event for their Gallery Night poetry walk, which will feature the 

sidewalk poetry installments. Two poet laureates will give a reading.  

• Street Trees – The committee is partnering up with some other organizations for some Arbor 

Day tree planting near the bike path. This will happen on May 5th on Eastwood. 

The city’s Sustainability Committee put together a tree working group. The committee adopted 

the working group’s final report, which includes increased canopy. This is now moving forward. 

Marsha has put forward a proposal for piloting partial undergrounding along Jenifer Street. The 

city has agreed to delay replanting on the lollipop trees until there is further discussion about this 

pilot project.  

• Traffic – our meeting on Monday will focus almost exclusively on getting our thoughts together 

about what the reimagined intersection at Wilson, Willy, and John Nolen will look like. We want 

to have a clear idea that we are articulating early on in the planning process.  

• NE/Membership – The committee has been discussing the grants that are available. They have 

decided to focus on schools and are setting up meetings with principals at the neighborhood 

schools to see if they have ideas about how to use the money at their schools.  

• Festivals – Yes, someone follows up with requests to play our festivals. Fundraising is well on its 

way.  

 

7. President’s report (8:20-8:30) 

• We would like to bartend at Water Front again, tips to go towards the scholarship fund. This is the 

weekend of June 10/11.  

8. Approval of March minutes (8:30-8:32) Colleen moves to approve. Jack seconds. Everyone agrees.  

 

9. Alder Marsha Rummel Report (8:32-8:55)  

• Marsha has been elected to council president which involves meeting with the mayor every week 

that he is in town. Marsha would facilitate the meeting in the Mayor’s stead if he wasn’t present.  

• The city is hiring a Chief of Staff for the common council. This is a new position, distinct from the 

current administrative roles.  

• Redistricting is on the horizon. After the 2020 census, the council will make a decision based on the 

size of the city. This could change the role of alders kind of dramatically, depending on whether or not 

there will be fewer, large districts, etc.  

• Marsha made an executive decision to make a president’s workgroup.  

• For the first in at least 35 years, there is a 50/50 split between women and men. This is the most 

diverse common council. Exciting.  



• The Parks Division had a meeting about the Yahara Place Park about taking out the metal bulkheads 

and instead adding large rocks.  

• The MTI building will eventually be purchased – this will be a big project for P&D. An email has gone 

around about how there could be a four-story building and that would fit in with the neighborhood plan, 

which is not accurate.  

• Fuegos will be permitted parking behind 849 E. Washington, which means that the increased capacity 

that Fuegos requested will be approved. We are surprised to hear that 849 is within the quarter-mile 

distance. 

• The meeting regarding Johnny Hunter’s project that is taking over the RP’s Pasta place was cancelled 

because it fell on Passover. Will be rescheduled.  

• Cantwell Court has complained about the fact that because they are a one-way street with parking on 

just one side, they get missed by plows and street cleaning, which don’t apply on their street.  

• Marsha is still on Landmarks, will be on Public Market Development Committee still, and is on the 

Executive Committee.  

10. Review of board Assigned Tasks 

11. Adjourn 

Lynn is favor of adjourning, Gary seconds. Everyone agrees.  

 

 

Follow-ups:  

John will either attend the Plan Commission meeting next week to talk about Imaginary Factory.  

Masrha will set up a separate meeting between Matt Tucker and board members to discuss the policy.  

P&D will discuss their voting policies at their next meeting.  

Marsha is going to ask the City Attorney about access laws to see if there’s a way to help the owner of 

ChaCha’s access their building where they need to do historic building upkeep.  

Michael will post about rain barrels on the list serv. 

John will write letters to the Plan Commission regarding Bos Meadery and El Dorado Grill.  

 

 


