
MNA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, March 16, 2017 
7:00 PM 
Wil Mar Neighborhood Center 
953 Jenifer St., Madison, WI 53703 
 

  
 
Board members in attendance: Lynn Lee, Renee Lauber, Gary, John Coleman, Michael Doyle 
Olson, Dayna Long, Colleen Hayes, Anita Krasno, Katherine Davies, Jack Kear 
 
MPD Report - Officer Lewis alewis@cityofmadison.com 
 

• Dennis O’Brien has been arrested. Hopefully this will lead to a significant reduction in burglary. 

• The drug sales activity that was going on at the Spirit station on Willy Street (for about a month) 
stopped in the last week. Neighbors will contact Officer Lewis if there are updates.  

• MPD has started a new program – the Good Neighborhood Project. The first meeting will be 
March 22 from 7 – 9. This will be a training for neighborhoods looking to connect with one another 
through things like a community garden, potluck, fundraiser, etc.  

• Coffee with a cop will be resuming. Lynn will notify the neighborhood listserv when this starts up.  

• The police are interested in having a booth at our fundraisers so that they can interact with 
neighbors. Maybe the horses will come!  

 
Preservation and Development  
 

• Imaginary Factory, Distillery Conditional Use Request. 1401 Northern Court. Hastings 
Cameron and Matt Acker will present. 
 

o P&D unanimously approved the conditional uses at their meeting on Tuesday with 
conditions including the following hours: Sunday – Wednesday, doors closed by 10 
pm. Thursday-Saturday, closed by 11 pm. 

o Sunday – Wednesday will largely be production days to start, from 9 – 5. They expect 
more deliveries during the summer and fall, when produce is at its peak.  

o Cameron is sensitive to concerns about odor from waste and will take care to 
address any concerns brought forward, though does not anticipate many problems. 

o Question: Is there any proposal for outdoor seating anywhere at this site? The 
answer is no.  

o There are concerns about additional alcohol venues in the neighborhood. We 
received an email comment about this. These concerns were not raised at the 
neighborhood meeting with Hastings Cameron.  

o Marsha reports that there were concerns from neighbors at the meeting about 
decomposing materials and how it will be treated. One neighbor was concerned that 
there might be explosives, but there won’t be any. Another neighbor was concerned 
about parking (and people taking advantage of this neighbor’s empty lot.) 

i. MNA approves the conditional use with the conditions set forth by 
P&D, plus a once a year exception on hours for New Year’s Eve, when 
they can be open until bar time. Renee moves, Michael seconds. 
Unanimous vote.   

• Banzo, LLC. Class B, Beer and Wine Sale Conditional Use Request; and outdoor patio 
plan and hours of operation. 1511 Williamson. Aaron Collins may present. 

o Aaron and Alder Rummel called a meeting of neighbors to discuss this and about 15 
people showed up. There were concerns about conversational noise, alcohol sales, 
and smoking. Aaron assured neighbors that there will be no outdoor smoking.  

o In general, neighbors seemed to want some kind of screening. 
o At P&D on Tuesday, the committee agreed that the conditional use permitting alcohol 

sales wouldn’t be an issue. The outdoor seating did not pass the P&D committee. 
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There was strong agreement that outdoor seating should not be located near 
residences.  

o P&D did receive some feedback about an additional business selling alcohol. This 
was not overwhelming feedback (two neighbors).  

o There’s some concern that other locations with the same mixed use zoning 
designation may view the decision to okay the alcohol sales as a green light for their 
locations in the future, too (examples: Brew and Grow, Gayfeather).  

o A clarification – Banzo got their alcohol license last fall, and is now going to the Plan 
Commission for the conditional use permit.  

o Motion to support the Class B Beer/Class C Wine license for the existing 
restaurant as described in the letter of intent to the Plan Commission, dated 
March 14th, 2017. Our decision is based in part on the fact location has housed 
a restaurant for over fifteen years. Renee moves, Colleen seconds, unanimous 
vote.  

o The Sense of the Neighborhood statement is very clear that outdoor seating in the 
back of businesses, near residences, will not likely receive support. This was a big 
stumbling block for P&D.  

o Another concern is the creep of businesses from Willy onto the side streets of the 
neighborhood.  

o We have already denied outdoor, in-back seating to multiple businesses on the 
street, which has also set a precedent.  

o Other board members have argued that a sit-down restaurant with a 7 pm patio 
closing time is very different from some of the businesses that have requested 
outdoor seating. For one thing, the alcohol sales are significantly less (5%) than 
places that are explicitly bars or taverns. 

o Motion to deny the outdoor seating request because it did not pass P&D and 
because it is in conflict with the Sense of the Neighborhood Statement. Renee 
moves. Colleen seconds. The motion fails, with one in favor and the remaining board 
members opposed. 

o Motion to support a non-smoking, 12-seat patio with a patio closing time of 7 
pm, with no amplified music or sound. This must include a submitted and 
approved landscape/site plan to include screening design, existing lighting, 
landscape plants, and paving. This conditional use for an outdoor seating area 
is non-transferable and does not apply to future owners and operators of the 
property. Michael moves, Dayna seconds. Motion passes, with one board member 
opposed.  

i. We are voting for this because of the less than 5% alcohol sales, their 7 pm 
patio closing time, and the fact that the patio abuts the street, rather than 
being strictly in a backyard.   

• High Noon Saloon, Liquor license and parking reduction. Discussion.  
o We missed a neighborhood meeting about the Franks obtaining an alcohol license for 

this venue. They obtained the license.  

• 825 Williamson – discussing a “granny flat” on the property. Anything that will be built there 
needs to be set back.  

• 906 Williamson – how are we monitoring affordable housing in this building? Do we have any 
mechanism to determining if there’s affordable housing here? Is this something that 
Commonwealth Development could assist us with? John will call and ask.  

 
Green Spaces 
 

• Discussion of covering the yearly administrative costs of the Willy Street Park, totaling 
roughly $800, as a line item in MNA’s budget. 

o Lynn is meeting with an insurance agent about lowering the cost of the park. We 
will table this conversation until he learns more.  

 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report 

• We over-budgeted this year based on the motion at the Neighborhood Meeting to add 6,000 
to Commonwealth. Our money is going towards good stuff! But it’s good for board members 
to be aware that money that doesn’t get spent can put us in the black, doesn’t necessarily 
need to be allocated to something.  

• Chili Dinner – made $572, got 16 new memberships. Future discussions about the 
cost/benefit of this event. 

• Do we need a contract for the secretary we are going to hire for P&D? We think we will hire 
this person as a independent contractor.  

• Additional potential fundraising opp: Green Spaces got permission to hold one outdoor movie 
at Central Park this summer. 

 
Art 

• Booked a gallery night event for May 5th. A sidewalk poetry walk through the neighborhood to 
view the installments. Some of the poet laureates whose work was installed will be there for a 
reading.  

 
Neighborhood Enhancement  

• Where are we on using Slack? Seems like board adoption is low and perhaps there isn’t enough 
communication among the board to warrant using Slack. We have quietly agreed to stop using it. 
The end of Slack is nigh.  

• Discussing the chili dinner replacement event – the kid portion was really well-attended and fun. 
The adult portion really tapered off, lots of leftover beer. Renee suggested having a parent run 
with this next year and turn it into a kid disco. This can be a conversation at the next 
enhancement meeting. 

• The most recent Chimera class was less well attended, but probably 8-10 people went and were 
grateful for the opportunity to participate. We think that this one received less promotion. Maybe 
a third class in the summer would be more popular. Overall, this is a resounding success.  

• Website – Renee has been updating the website with information about the Water Front festival. 
John has created a Google Drive directory for P&D projects. This link lives on the P&D page of 
our website. 
 

Street Trees 

• The committee is about a year old now. Has recognized in the last year that the conflicts we 
experience between tree canopy and infrastructure are actually city-wide experiences. Street 
Trees is connected with other neighborhoods now and is plugged into city initiatives.  

• In our neighborhood, Street Trees has met with Alder Rummel to discuss partial undergrounding 
as a solution to some of the canopy depletion. 

• We are wondering about the fact that the city is planting trees that can’t comply with the city’s 
policy on pruning (lollipop trees). Maybe this is leverage for getting rid of these lollipop trees. 

• If we don’t do something now about the canopy depletion, could stand to lose 40% of the canopy 
permanently.  

• Alder Rummel – there is an inter-agency working committee, which came out of the Sustainable 
Madison committee’s tree group.  

 
Traffic 

• No report 
 
Festival  

• A few new committee members joined through the Cold Snap event.  

• Orton’s lineup will be announced in a month.  
 
President’s report  

• Neighbors have reached out to Lynn about having a meet and greet with the new police captain. 
They’re thinking a potluck at a local church. This is an MNA-sponsored event with a question and 



answer period following the potluck. This will be a friendly and respectful event. An 
announcement from Lynn is forthcoming.  

 
Approval of August minutes 

• Motion to approve the meeting minutes. Collen moves. Jack seconds, everyone approves 
minutes.  

 
Alder Marsha Rummel Report  

• Parks is having an info meeting on March 28th at Wil Mar to discuss some changes to Yahara 
Park, including the potential addition of some boat launch structures. 

• Another meeting about the John Nolen/Blair intersection. 

• Catholic Charities is also having a meeting about something at some time at Festival Foods.  

• There is a lot of discussion about people wanting  a dog park. There are two placeholders for dog 
parks on the East Side, including a place at Olbrich. Marsha is working with Parks on this. 
Another potential location might be along the East Side rail corridor.  

• Alder Rummel received another email about bike path safety, particularly about the area along 
Dickinson by the new archive building.  

• An art path idea has also resurfaced.  

• RP’s Pasta got bought out by investors in Colorado. RP’s will be leaving the facility on Wilson. 
Sounds like they will be moving to Progress Drive. 

• 1101 Spaight Street (Mansion on Orton Park). Catholic Worker is interested in buying this 
property and making it an intentional community/mission house. This plan does not currently 
meet the zoning. Catholic Worker has a house like this in LaCrosse. There are some concerns 
about the capacity to meet the needs of the homeless population with this community.  

• The next landmarks meeting – a discussion of the highly variant standards between districts, 
especially uneven around windows. There is going to be a memo from the City Attorney about a 
better way to interpret this window ordinance. Currently, it seems to people that they aren’t 
allowed to do what is most cheap and effective with their own windows.  

• The Council has been called upon to discuss the Tony Robinson case, but the city attorney has 
advised that it is not the role of the council to relitigate the case.  

 
Review of board Assigned Tasks 

o Lynn will contact Commonwealth Development about assisting with affordable housing monitoring 
at 906.  

o Letter on Banzo – John 
o Letter on Imaginary Factory - John 
o Katherine is contact Bob Queen about having the police at Waterfront festival.  
o Colleen will reach out to Glen about facilitating the Q&A at the police captain introduction potluck. 

She will also talk to Gary about getting Emanuel Lutheran on board.   
 
 
Adjourn: Colleen moves, Michael seconds.  


